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%DITORIAL
%XAMINATION /VERHAUL
/NCE  AGAIN  LAST  3UMMER  	  THERE WAS MUCH  TALK  IN 
THE MEDIA  ABOUT  THE  FUTURE  OF  THE  EXAM  SYSTEM  FOR  OLDER 
STUDENTS IN BOTH STATE AND INDEPENDENT SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
3TRIPPED  OF  ALL  THE  EXTRANEOUS  MATERIAL  THIS  DISCUSSION 
MUCH  OF  IT  COVERING  FAMILIAR  TERRITORY  CAN  BE  DEALT  WITH 
UNDER  &/52  MAIN  HEADINGS  THE  FUTURE  OF  THE  '#3% 
THE  TIMING  OF  THE  UNIVERSITIES  ADMISSIONS  PROCEDURES 
THE  QUESTION  AS  TO  WHETHER  OR  NOT  !  ,EVELS  ARE  GETTING 
@EASIER  AND  THE  DESIRABILITY  OR  OTHERWISE  OF  INTRODUCING 
ON A NATIONWIDE BASIS A "RITISH VERSION OF THE )NTERNATIONAL 
"ACCALAUREATE  4HESE  TOPICS  ARE  OF  COURSE  ALL  RELATED  TO 
ONE  ANOTHER  AND  THERE  IS  OFTEN  A  PARTICULAR  VISION  OF  THE 
FUTURE OF EDUCATION UNDERLYING THE WAY IN WHICH EACH ONE 
IS PRESENTED
	  4HE  FUTURE  OF  THE  '#3%  AS  A  COMMON  SYSTEM  OF 
EXAMINING  AT  SIXTEENPLUS  IS  VERY MUCH  TIED  UP  WITH  THE 
POSSIBLE  FUTURE  STRUCTURE  OF  A  SINGLE  "ACCALAUREATESTYLE 
DIPLOMA BUT THE DISCUSSION THAT BEGAN IN THE NATIONAL PRESS 
IN !UGUST HAD A QUITE DISTINCT AND SEPARATE PROVENANCE
)T  WAS  IN  4HE  $AILY  4ELEGRAPH  OF  THE    !UGUST  THAT 
A  STORY  APPEARED  BY  *OHN  #LARE  WITH  THE  HEADLINE  @%TON 
LEADS WAY  IN  ABANDONING  @DUMBEDDOWN '#3%  EXAMS 
4HE CLUE TO THE WHOLE TENOR OF THE PIECE LIES IN THE USE OF 
THAT  TERM @DUMBEDDOWN  FOR  THE MAIN POINT OF  THE STORY 
WAS  THAT  LEADING  INDEPENDENT  SCHOOLS  WERE  PREPARING  TO 
JETTISON  THE '#3% n BELIEVING  THAT  @CONTINUOUS DUMBING
DOWN HAD MADE IT  @TOO EASY FOR ABLE PUPILS  )N  THE VIEW 
OF 4ONY ,ITTLE HAVING JUST COMPLETED HIS FIRST YEAR AS (EAD 
OF %TON  @)T  IS  JUST  LIKE "OY 3COUTS  COLLECTING  BADGES x 
/NE HAS TO ASK WHAT THE EDUCATIONAL VALUE OF IT ALL IS "OYS 
ADMITTED TO %TON IN 3EPTEMBER  WOULD BYPASS '#3% 
AND MOVE  STRAIGHT  ON  TO !3 ,EVELS WHICH  THEY WOULD BE 
ABLE TO TAKE IN AT LEAST FIVE SUBJECTS A YEAR EARLY AT THE AGE 
OF  SIXTEEN 4HEY WOULD  THEN  HAVE  TWO  YEARS  IN  THE  3IXTH 
&ORM  TO  STUDY  A  RANGE  OF  SUBJECTS  IN  DEPTH  INCLUDING  AS 
MANY !  SUBJECTS  AS  THEY MIGHT  NEED  @TO  SECURE  ENTRY  TO 
THE BEST UNIVERSITIES
4HIS  STORY WAS  FOLLOWED  UP  BY  AN  INTERVIEW  GIVEN  TO 
4HE 4IMES  BY $R +EN "OSTON WHICH  APPEARED  ON  THE   
!UGUST IN WHICH THE #HIEF %XECUTIVE OF THE 1UALIFICATIONS 
AND #URRICULUM !UTHORITY 1#!	 STRESSED THAT ALL SCHOOLS 
WERE  FREE  TO  ABANDON '#3%S  COMPLETELY  IF  THEY  THOUGHT 
THAT WAS A GOOD IDEA $R "OSTON SAID HE WAS QUITE HAPPY 
TO  LET  INDIVIDUAL  HEADTEACHERS  DECIDE  WHETHER  TEENAGERS 
SHOULD  SIT  ANY '#3%S  AT  ALL  OR MOVE  INSTEAD  STRAIGHT  ON 
TO !3 EXAMS AS PART OF THEIR ! ,EVEL COURSES )N HIS VIEW 
PUPILS WERE @OVERBURDENED BY SITTING '#3%S !3 ,EVELS 
AND ! ,EVELS BETWEEN THE AGES OF SIXTEEN AND EIGHTEEN AND 
THE WHOLE  SYSTEM HAD  TO  BE MADE  LESS  RIGID  @IF  A  SCHOOL 
WANTS  TO OFFER ONLY A  FEW '#3%S OR NOT HOLD  THEM AT  ALL 
AND GO STRAIGHT  TO !3 AND ! ,EVELS  THEN  THAT  IS PERFECTLY 
OPEN TO THEM x )T SHOWS FLEXIBILITY IN THE SYSTEM WHICH 
IS ADMIRABLE
.OT  SURPRISINGLY  AFTER PRESSURE  FROM  THE 'OVERNMENT 
$R "OSTON FELT OBLIGED TO REIN IN HIS COMMENTS AND HE WAS 
SOON  REASSURING  A ""#  INTERVIEWER  THAT  THE '#3%S WERE 
@ROBUST  INTERNATIONALLY  RECOGNISED  FLEXIBLE QUALIFICATIONS 
AND  THAT  @THE 1#! WOULD NOT BE DOING ANYTHING AS CRUDE 
AS DROPPING THEM -EANWHILE %DUCATION -INISTER $AVID 
-ILIBAND SPENT THE  !UGUST TOURING RADIO AND TELEVISION 
STUDIOS STRESSING THAT REFORM OF THE EXAMINATION SYSTEM WAS 
A LONGTERM PROJECT AND URGING PEOPLE NOT TO BE DISTRACTED 
BY THE UNFORTUNATE AND ILLINFORMED DEBATE TRIGGERED BY $R 
"OSTONS REMARKS
!S  LONG AGO AS  THE 3PRING OF   ) WROTE  AN  ARTICLE 
FOR THIS JOURNAL WITH THE HEADLINE @7HY THE '#3% SHOULD 
BE  ABOLISHED  6OLUME    .UMBER    PP  n	  -Y 
ARGUMENT  WAS  THAT  THE  '#3%  HAD  FAILED  TO  BECOME  A 
COMPREHENSIVE  AND  LIBERATING  SYSTEM  RECOGNISING  THE 
ABILITIES AND TALENTS OF ALL PUPILS 4HE IMPORTANCE OF LEAGUE 
TABLE SUCCESS HAD  LED MANY SECONDARY SCHOOLS  TO DEVELOP 
NEW WAYS OF IDENTIFYING AND ENCOURAGING THOSE PUPILS WHO 
MIGHT WITH THE RIGHT SORT OF SUPPORT MANAGE A # GRADE IN 
A  NUMBER  OF  SUBJECTS  WHILE  NEGLECTING  THOSE  YOUNGSTERS 
THOUGHT  UNABLE  TO  CONTRIBUTE  TO  THE  ALLIMPORTANT !
TO# 
GRADES BENCHMARK 4HE '#3% HAD IN FACT BECOME LIKE THE 
/ ,EVEL  IT  REPLACED  IN  AN EXAM FOR  THE  @MOST  ABLE 
PUPILS  4HIS  YEARS  RESULTS  PUBLISHED  ON  THE    !UGUST 
REVEALED  A  WORRYING  TREND  WHERE  THE  OVERALL  PASS  RATE 
n GRADES !
TO' n FELL FROM  TO  PER CENT WHILE 
UP  TO    PUPILS  WERE  ESTIMATED  TO  BE  LEAVING  SCHOOL 
WITH NO QUALIFICATIONS AT ALL
4HESE SEEM TO ME TO BE LEGITIMATE REASONS FOR WANTING 
TO SEE A RADICAL OVERHAUL OF THE FOURTEENTONINETEEN EXAM 
SYSTEM  WHICH  WE  WILL  RETURN  TO  LATER  IN  THIS  %DITORIAL 
4HERE  IS  CERTAINLY  A  CASE  FOR  MOVING  TOWARDS  A  SITUATION 
WHERE  EIGHTEEN  IS  THE  EFFECTIVE  SCHOOL  LEAVING  AGE 7HAT 
WORRIES ME  ABOUT  HASTY  ADOPTION OF  THE %TON PLAN  IS  THAT 
IT  COULD  RESULT  IN  THE  '#3%  BEING  VIEWED  IN  THE  WORDS 
OF  *OHN #LARE OF 4HE 4ELEGRAPH  AS  @AN EXAM  FOR  THE  LESS 
ACADEMICALLY ABLE
	  3OMEWHAT  LESS  CONTROVERSIALLY  A  STORY  APPEARED 
IN  4HE  /BSERVER  OF  THE    !UGUST  WHICH  TALKED  ABOUT 
PLANS  FOR  A  @SHAKEUP  OF  UNIVERSITY  ADMISSIONS  WHEREBY 
TEENAGERS  WOULD  APPLY  FOR  UNIVERSITIES  PLACES  ONLY  AFTER 
RECEIVING  THEIR !  ,EVEL  RESULTS  )N  THE  VIEW  OF  0ROFESSOR 
3TEVEN  3CHWARTZ  THE  CHIEF  GOVERNMENT  ADVISER  ON 
UNIVERSITY  ADMISSIONS  AND  6ICE#HANCELLOR  OF  "RUNEL 
5NIVERSITY THIS MAJOR CHANGE TO THE ADMISSIONS PROCEDURES 
WOULD  ENCOURAGE  YOUNGSTERS  FROM  @A  BROADER  RANGE  OF 
SOCIAL  BACKGROUNDS  TO  GO  TO  UNIVERSITY  )T  WOULD  GIVE 
MORE  FLEXIBILITY  BY  ALLOWING  YOUNGSTERS  TO  APPLY  FOR 
COURSES  BASED  ON  ACTUAL  RATHER  THAN  PREDICTED  RESULTS 
4HOSE  WHO  RECEIVED  UNEXPECTEDLY  GOOD  RESULTS  n  OFTEN 
FROM  @LESS  PRIVILEGED  BACKGROUNDS  n  WOULD  THEN  NOT  BE 
AT  A  DISADVANTAGE  5NUSUALLY  THE  NEW  SCHEME  APPEARED 
TO  HAVE  THE  BACKING  OF  PRIVATE  SCHOOL  HEADS  AND  OF  THE 
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#ONSERVATIVES n DESPITE THE FEARS OF UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS 
TUTORS THAT IT RISKED CAUSING HUGE UPHEAVAL
	 /UR THIRD MAJOR STORY TAKES US BACK TO THE QUESTION 
OF STANDARDS AND TO THE %NGLISH OBSESSION WITH IDENTIFYING 
AND CHERISHING ELITES ! STORY APPEARED IN 4HE 4IMES OF THE 
 !UGUST AND WHERE WOULD WE BE WITHOUT THIS WONDERFUL 
HARBINGER  OF  TERRIBLE  TIMES  AHEAD	  HEADLINED  @0ASS  RATE 
SOARS  AS  PUPILS  CHASE  @EASY !  ,EVELS  /N  THE  DAY  THAT 
THE !  ,EVEL  PASS  RATE  HIT  A  RECORD    PER  CENT  IT  WAS 
REPORTED THAT STUDENTS WERE SHUNNING @TRADITIONAL ACADEMIC 
SUBJECTS  IN  FAVOUR  OF  @LESS  DEMANDING !  ,EVELS  TO  HELP 
THEM WIN A PLACE AT UNIVERSITY $AMIAN 'REEN THE 3HADOW 
%DUCATION  3ECRETARY  CALLED  ON  THE  1#!  TO  CARRY  OUT  AN 
INQUIRY TO ENSURE THAT ALL ! ,EVELS WERE OF EQUAL DIFFICULTY 
@4HIS WOULD  AVOID  THE WORRYING  PHENOMENON  OF  STUDENTS 
DROPPING LANGUAGES MATHS AND SCIENCES FOR OTHER ALLEGEDLY 
EASIER ! ,EVELS HE SAID
&OUR  DAYS  LATER  THE   !UGUST	  A  STORY  APPEARED  IN 
THE SAME NEWSPAPER REPORTING THAT /XFORD AND #AMBRIDGE 
WERE  TURNING  THEIR  BACK  ON  !  ,EVELS  AND  REINTRODUCING 
THEIR  OWN  ENTRANCE  PAPERS  AFTER  BEING  @OVERWHELMED  BY 
CANDIDATES  WITH  TOP  GRADES  !  NEW  TWOHOUR  PAPER  FOR 
MEDICAL  STUDENTS  TO  BE  INTRODUCED  IN  THE !UTUMN WOULD 
BE USED AS THE TEMPLATE FOR SEPARATE ENTRY TESTS IN A RANGE 
OF OTHER SUBJECTS
#AMBRIDGE  ACTUALLY  ABANDONED  ITS  OWN  ENTRANCE 
PAPERS  IN    FOLLOWED  BY  /XFORD  IN    !T  THAT 
TIME  THE  UNIVERSITIES  WERE  RESPONDING  TO  PRESSURE  FROM 
SOME  HEADTEACHERS  WHO  WERE  ARGUING  THAT  THE  SYSTEM 
UNFAIRLY  ADVANTAGED  CAREFULLYCOACHED  STUDENTS  FROM  THE 
INDEPENDENT  SECTOR 4HEY  ALSO  ARGUED  THAT  PREPARATION  FOR 
THESE ENTRANCE PAPERS  TOOK  TOO MUCH  TIME OUT OF ! ,EVEL 
STUDIES  .OW  WE  SEEM  TO  BE  CONTEMPLATING  PUTTING  THE 
CLOCK BACK AND CREATING THESE INIQUITIES ALL OVER AGAIN
	 !FTER ALL THIS IT IS SOMETHING OF A RELIEF TO TURN TO THE 
CURRENT DEBATE ABOUT POSITIVE PROPOSALS FOR A REFORM OF THE 
PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS SYSTEM
)N  *ANUARY  THE 'OVERNMENT  LAUNCHED  A MAJOR  REVIEW 
OF  QUALIFICATIONS  FOR  STUDENTS  AGED  FOURTEEN  TO  NINETEEN 
TO  BE  CARRIED  OUT  BY  -IKE  4OMLINSON  THE  FORMER  #HIEF 
)NSPECTOR  OF  3CHOOLS  !T  THE  TIME  OF  THE  LAUNCH  $AVID 
-ILIBAND  CRITICISED  THOSE  WHO  TALKED  OF  REFORM  IN  TERMS 
OF  THE  LOWERING  OF  STANDARDS  @)T  IS  A  CREDO  SUITED  TO  THE 
TH AND NOT  THE ST CENTURY A CREDO OF WEEDING PEOPLE 
OUT OF EDUCATION  RATHER  THAN  SUPPORTING  THEM  TO  SUCCEED 
/UR CHALLENGE IS TO SHOW THAT THE POTENTIAL OF ALL OUR YOUNG 
PEOPLE CAN BE REALISED 4HEY WILL NOT ALL ACHIEVE THE SAME 
BUT  THEY  CAN  ALL  ACHIEVE  THEIR  POTENTIAL  REPORTED  IN 4HE 
4IMES %DUCATIONAL 3UPPLEMENT  *ANUARY 	
-IKE  4OMLINSONS  INITIAL  PROPOSALS  WHICH  WERE 
PUBLISHED  ON  THE    *ULY  INCLUDED  PLANS  FOR  A  BROAD 
@BACCALAUREATESTYLE  DIPLOMA  AT  FOUR  LEVELS  OF  DIFFICULTY 
4HE  ENTRY  LEVEL  WOULD  BE  EQUIVALENT  TO  THE  STANDARD 
EXPECTED AT  FOURTEEN  FOUNDATION  LEVEL WOULD BE  THE SAME 
AS  THE  LOWER  GRADES  AT '#3% 4HE  )NTERMEDIATE $IPLOMA 
WOULD  BE  ROUGHLY  EQUAL  TO  FIVE  '#3%  PASSES  AT  'RADE 
#  OR  ABOVE  AND  THE !DVANCED  ,EVEL  WOULD  BE  ROUGHLY 
EQUIVALENT TO EXISTING ! ,EVELS
4HE  4OMLINSON  PLAN  DID  NOT  EXPLICITLY  CALL  FOR  THE 
ABOLITION OF '#3%S AND ! ,EVELS BUT SIMPLY PRESENTED THAT 
AS ONE OF TWO OPTIONS !LTERNATIVELY THE OLD EXAMINATIONS 
COULD  SURVIVE  AS  COMPONENT  PARTS  OF  A  SINGLE  DIPLOMA 
RATHER THAN AS FREESTANDING QUALIFICATIONS
4HE  PUBLICATION  OF  THESE  INITIAL  PROPOSALS  SIGNALLED 
THE  START  OF  AN  IMPORTANT  DEBATE  ON  AN  %NGLISH  "AC  "UT 
THIS DEBATE HAS TO BE ABOUT MORE THAN THE @SCRAPPING OF ! 
,EVELS AND '#3%S AND THE PRECISE STRUCTURE OF AN INCLUSIVE 
SYSTEM OF DIPLOMAS FROM ENTRY TO ADVANCED LEVEL !MONG 
THE MANY ADVANTAGES CLAIMED FOR THE "AC IT IS ARGUED THAT 
IT WILL BROADEN SIXTHFORM STUDIES IMPROVE PARITY OF ESTEEM 
BETWEEN ACADEMIC AND VOCATIONAL COURSES AND LEAD TO MORE 
YOUNG PEOPLE OBTAINING WORTHWHILE QUALIFICATIONS
7RITING IN 4HE 4IMES %DUCATIONAL 3UPPLEMENT OF THE  
!UGUST !NN (ODGSON AND +EN 3POURS ARGUED THAT REFORM 
OF  FOURTEENTONINETEEN  QUALIFICATIONS  WAS  NOT  MERELY 
ABOUT  WIDENING  ACCESS  TO  HIGHER  EDUCATION  @4HE  AIM  OF 
AN %NGLISH "AC IS NOT SIMPLY TO FUNNEL MORE YOUNG PEOPLE 
INTO  UNIVERSITY  BUT  ALSO  TO  IMPROVE  VOCATIONAL  EDUCATION 
SO  THAT  MORE  FOURTEENTONINETEEN  YEAROLDS  WILL  BECOME 
THE HIGHLY SKILLED WORKERS OUR ECONOMY NEEDS x ! MAJOR 
CHALLENGE  IS  TO  PROVIDE  A  CURRICULUM  AND  QUALIFICATIONS 
@CLIMBING  FRAME  FROM  FOURTEENPLUS  TO  MOTIVATE  MORE 
YOUNG  PEOPLE  TO  CONTINUE  LEARNING  RATHER  THAN  DROPPING 
OUT
"ACK IN  $AVID -ILIBAND WAS ONE OF  THE AUTHORS 
OF  !  "RITISH  "ACCALAURÏAT  A  REPORT  PUBLISHED  BY  THE 
)NSTITUTE  FOR  0UBLIC  0OLICY  2ESEARCH  )002	  ADVOCATING  A 
NEW UNIFIED SYSTEM OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING LEADING TO A 
SINGLE @!DVANCED $IPLOMA OR @"RITISH "ACCALAURÏAT )T IS 
GOOD TO SEE THAT  THERE IS AT  LEAST ONE LEADING .EW ,ABOUR 
FIGURE WHO HAS NOT  ABANDONED ALL  HIS  IDEALS ON  ASSUMING 
HIGH OFFICE
#LYDE #HITTY
&/25-  6OLUME  .O   
7AR AND 0EACE AND  
2ACE %QUALITY )SSUES
4WO %SSAYS BY $!6)$ 2/3%."%2' 
4HE AUTHOR TEACHES AT (ANOVER 0RIMARY 3CHOOL IN )NNER ,ONDON AND IS A MEMBER OF THE &/25- %DITORIAL 
"OARD (E FORMERLY WORKED FOR THE 2UNNYMEDE 4RUST WHERE HE COAUTHORED WITH 0AUL 'ORDON	 $AILY 2ACISM 
THE 0RESS AND "LACK 0EOPLE IN "RITAIN 2UNNYMEDE 4RUST 	
 7AR AND PEACE IN THE #LASSROOM
)NTRODUCTION
4HE  BUILD  UP  TO  WAR  WITH  )RAQ  GENERATED  UNPRECEDENTED 
DIRECT  ACTION  PROTESTS  BY  SCHOOL  STUDENTS  IN  "RITAIN 
/UTRAGED  AT  THE  ARROGANCE  OF !MERICAS  LEADERS  AND  THE 
OBSEQUIOUSNESS  OF  4ONY  "LAIR  A  GENERATION  FREQUENTLY 
STEREOTYPED  AS  UNABLE  TO  BE  CONCERNED  ABOUT  ANYTHING 
BEYOND  THEIR  OWN  BEDROOM  DEMONSTRATED  COURAGE 
CONVICTION  AND  A  KEEN  AWARENESS  OF  THE  POLITICAL  AND 
INTERNATIONAL  LEGAL  ISSUES  AT  STAKE  4HEY  DESCENDED  IN 
DROVES UPON 0ARLIAMENT 3QUARE ALTHOUGH  ) DONT  SUPPOSE 
THIS FORM OF ACTIVE PARTICIPATION WAS WHAT THE 'OVERNMENT 
HAD  IN  MIND  WHEN  IT  INTRODUCED  CITIZENSHIP  TO  THE 
CURRICULUM
7ORK IN THE #LASSROOM
"UT  WHAT  OF  PRIMARY  AGE  STUDENTS  )  TEACH  9EAR    .O 
LONGER  DESIGNATED  INFANTS  THEIR  THOUGHTS  SELFCONFIDENCE 
AND  ABILITY  TO  EXPRESS  THEMSELVES  VISIBLY  MATURE  EACH 
WEEK 7OULD  THEY  BE  ABLE  TO  ASSIMILATE  THE  ENORMITY  OF 
WHAT WAS HAPPENING AROUND THEM AND RESPOND TO  IT 4HIS 
QUANDARY BEGAN TO PREOCCUPY ME IN THE FIRST WEEKS OF THE 
n  SCHOOL  YEAR  BACK  IN  3EPTEMBER    /UR  MAIN 
TOPIC WAS  THE !NCIENT 2OMANS  A  SUBJECT  THAT  CONTAINS  SO 
MANY  ELEMENTS  THAT  APPEAL  TO  CHILDRENS  IMAGINATION  AND 
INTERESTS FROM MILITARY BATTLES TO EXOTIC FOODS ASTONISHING 
BUILDINGS  AND  STRUCTURES  AND  IMPOSING  STYLES  OF  DRESS 
"UT ) WAS ACUTELY AWARE THAT AS ) WAS RECOUNTING TALES OF 
CONQUEST  AND  MILITARY  OCCUPATION  A  HUGE  AND  POWERFUL 
EMPIRE DEVOURING ITS ENEMIES IN SEARCH OF ECONOMIC GAIN 
THE  UNSHAKEABLE  BELIEFS  OF  THEIR  NEVERTOBEQUESTIONED 
LEADERS THE PAST WAS NOT SO DISTANT AS IT APPEARED
"Y  /CTOBER    THE  LIKELIHOOD  OF  WAR  WITH  )RAQ 
LOOMED AS AN IMMEDIATE POSSIBILITY BUT ) WAS DETERMINED 
THAT  MY  CLASS  WOULD  NOT  GET  THE  MESSAGE  THAT  @MIGHT  IS 
RIGHT  AND  THAT  THEY  WOULD  HAVE  A  LANGUAGE  WITH  WHICH 
TO DISCUSS  IT  ) STARTED  TO  TURN  THE AGGRESSIVE AND DYNAMIC 
FEATURES OF 2OMAN SOCIETY ON THEIR HEAD
7E  LOOKED  AT  2OMAN  LIFE  AND  ACHIEVEMENTS  THROUGH 
THE  EYES  OF  SLAVES  THROUGH  THE  EYES  OF  GIRLS  AND WOMEN 
DENIED STATUS AND RIGHTS AND THROUGH THE EYES OF THOSE LIKE 
"OUDICCAS )CENI OPPRESSED BY OCCUPYING FORCES ) RAISED 
QUESTIONS ABOUT WAR AND PEACE ) DID NOT SEEK TO DENY THE 
INTEREST  PARTICULARLY  EVIDENT  AMONG  THE  BOYS  IN  2OMAN 
SOLDIERS  AND  THEIR  WAY  OF  LIFE  BUT  )  QUESTIONED  THE  VALUE 
AND VALUES OF A SOCIETY  THAT OWED SO MUCH  TO  ITS MILITARY 
PROWESS  AND  THE  ENSLAVEMENT  OF  OTHERS  "Y  THE  TIME  WE 
CAME TO PRESENT AN ASSEMBLY TO THE OTHER CLASSES ABOUT OUR 
2OMAN STUDIES IT WAS PEPPERED WITH SONGS QUESTIONING THE 
MILITARY IMPERATIVE !S CHILDREN DRAMATISED "OUDICCAS LAST 
MOMENTS HIDDEN IN A WOOD WITH HER DAUGHTERS MAKING A 
POISONOUS SUICIDE POTION FROM THE FLOWERS GROWING FREELY 
THE CLASS ROSE TO SING )T WAS @7HERE (AVE !LL THE &LOWERS 
'ONE  n  A  SONG  WHOSE  ANTIWAR  LOGIC  IS  SO  CLEAR  AND 
POWERFUL  AND  WELL  ABLE  TO  BE  ASSIMILATED  BY  SEVENYEAR
OLDS  4HE !SSEMBLY  CLOSED  WITH  A  ROUSING  AND  ANIMATED 
VERSION  OF  @4HE  -IGHTY  3ONG  OF  0EACE  PENNED  IN  THE 
S WHICH  PROMISES  THAT  @FREEDOM  FRIENDSHIP  JUSTICE 
UNITY AND PEACE WILL SOON BE RINGING ALL OVER THIS LAND
)NTERMITTENTLY  WE  RETURNED  TO  THESE  SONGS  AS  THE 
BACKDROP  CHANGED  /UT  WITH  THE  2OMANS  IN  WITH  THE 
ANCIENT  %GYPTIANS  FASCINATING  FOR  CHILDREN  FOR  THEIR 
ELABORATE  WAY  OF  DEATH  RATHER  THAN  AN  AGGRESSIVE  ALL
CONQUERING WAY OF LIFE BUT COMING NEARER GEOGRAPHICALLY 
TO  OUR  CURRENT  SCENES  OF  CONFLICT  )N  A  WORSENING 
INTERNATIONAL  POLITICAL  CLIMATE  IN  WHICH  THE  MASS  MEDIA 
WERE MAKING SIMPLE EQUATIONS OF -USLIMS AND TERRORISTS ) 
DIDNT THINK IT WOULD DO ANY HARM TO TEACH MY CLASS PEACE 
GREETINGS  IN  !RABIC  THAT  COULD  BE  HEARD  IN  #AIRO  TODAY 
n AND IN "AGHDAD "UT AS WE CHANGED TOPIC TO @7EATHER IN 
THE 7ORLD  THE  STORMS  BREWING  OVER 7ASHINGTON ,ONDON 
AND "AGHDAD WERE  INVADING  THE CHILDRENS CONSCIOUSNESS 
7HEN ) TAUGHT MY CLASS $YLANS @"LOWING IN THE 7IND AND 
ASKED THE CHILDREN FOR TWO REASONS WHY THEY THOUGHT ) HAD 
TAUGHT THEM THAT SONG THE REPLIES CAME SWIFTLY (OT ON THE 
TAILS OF @#OS WERE DOING ABOUT WEATHER CAME @BECAUSE OF 
THE WAR WITH )RAQ
4HE  FIRST  EXPLICIT  DISCUSSION  OF  WHAT  THE  7AR  MEANT 
FOR  CHILDREN  HERE  CAME  SPONTANEOUSLY  IN  A  @SHOW  AND 
TELL  INTERLUDE  !  CHILD  RECOUNTED  FAIRLY  ROUTINE  WEEKEND 
EVENTS PLAYING IN THE PARK BUYING SWEETS EATING A PIZZA 
THEN SHE CONCLUDED @/H AND )VE GOT A NEW WHISTLE ) GOT 
IT ON THE MARCH 4HIS MET WITH A CHORUS OF @) WAS ON THE 
MARCH FROM A THIRD OF THE CLASS WHO THEN RECOUNTED THEIR 
MEMORIES IMPRESSIONS AND EXPERIENCES OF AN UNFORGETTABLE 
DAY  AT  THE  START  OF  HALFTERM  WHEN  TWO  MILLION  PEOPLE 
FLOODED  THE  STREETS OF CENTRAL ,ONDON  )  FELT  THAT  IN  SOME 
SMALL  WAY  )  HAD  CONTRIBUTED  TO  THEIR  CONSCIOUSNESS  AND 
PARTICIPATION AND IT GAVE ME CONFIDENCE THAT WE WOULD BE 
ABLE  TO CONTINUE  TO ADDRESS  THE 7AR OPENLY  ) WAS ACUTELY 
AWARE  THAT  FOR  TWO  CHILDREN  IN  MY  CLASS  THERE  WOULD  BE 
AN  IMMEDIATE  IMPACT  "OTH  HAVE  FATHERS  WORKING  FOR  THE 
MEDIA COVERING  INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND  THEY WERE DUE  TO 
FLY OUT SOON )T WAS HEARTENING TO SEE THE CONCERN FOR THESE 
TWO CHILDREN EXPRESSED IN HUGS FROM THEIR FRIENDS
-ONDAY  -ARCH  TH  "USH  AND  "LAIR  HAVE  GIVEN  UP 
ON  THE  SECOND  RESOLUTION 7ITH NO  SIGN OF BACKING DOWN 
OR FACESAVING COMPROMISES FROM 53 OR "RITISH LEADERS IN 
THE FACE OF COLOSSAL DOMESTIC AND EXTERNAL OPPOSITION  THE 
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COUNTDOWN  TO  A  DEVASTATING WAR  HAD  TRULY  BEGAN  /UT  OF 
MY OWN SENSE OF  IMPOTENCE  AND NOT  FEELING CONFIDENT AT 
CONTROLLING MY OWN ANGER ) STEERED CLEAR OF THE SUBJECT THAT 
DAY BUT WAS CHEERED IN THE AFTERNOON AS A GROUP OF CHILDREN 
PAINTING  SCENES  FROM  A  TRADITIONAL  STORY  SPONTANEOUSLY 
BEGAN  TO  SING  @"LOWING  IN  THE  7IND  4HAT  NIGHT  "USH 
ISSUED HIS HOUR WARNING
4HE  NEXT  DAY  )  EXPLICITLY  OPENED  DISCUSSION  ON 
@WAR  AND  @PEACE  )  ASKED  CHILDREN  WHICH  WORDS  THEY 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  THESE  CONCEPTS 7E  BEGAN WITH  WAR  4HE 
FIRST  CONTRIBUTION  BELONGED  TO  A  3OMALIAN  REFUGEE  WHO 
VOLUNTEERED  @SADNESS  4HERE  WAS  NO  SHORTAGE  OF  WORDS 
THE CHILDREN WERE EXTREMELY KNOWLEDGEABLE AND PERCEPTIVE 
OF THE REALITY 7HEN WE SWITCHED TO WORDS ASSOCIATED WITH 
PEACE  THERE CAME @HAPPINESS @JOY @FREEDOM AND MANY 
MORE
4HE CHILDREN ACUTELY AWARE THAT THEIR GRANDPARENTS HAD 
FIRSTHAND  EXPERIENCE  AND MEMORIES  OF  WAR  WERE  CLEARLY 
FRIGHTENED THAT THEY MIGHT BE AFFECTED DIRECTLY ) REASSURED 
THEM  BY  LOCATING  THE  REGION  WHERE  THE  BATTLES  WOULD  BE 
FOUGHT  ON  GLOBES  AND  MAPS  AND  SHOWED  THEM  HOW  FAR 
IT  WAS  FROM  ,ONDON  ,OOKING  MORE  CLOSELY  AT  THE  GLOBE 
THEY  SAW  WHERE  )RAQ  WAS  IN  RELATION  TO  "RITAIN  AND  THE 
53!  AND  CONSIDERED  THEIR  RELATIVE  SIZE  4HEY  UNDERSTOOD 
WHY  NEIGHBOURS  MIGHT  BE  AT  WAR  BUT  FOUND  IT  HARD  TO 
COMPREHEND  WHY  !MERICA  WOULD  TRAVEL  HALFWAY  ACROSS 
THE  GLOBE  TO  LAUNCH  WAR  AND  WHY  THE  !MERICAN  PEOPLE 
FELT  ANTAGONISTIC  TO  )RAQUIS 7E  DISCUSSED  THE  DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN PEOPLES AND GOVERNMENTS ) EXPLAINED THAT IF ) HAD 
AN ARGUMENT WITH THE TEACHER NEXTDOOR ) WOULD TRY AND SORT 
THAT ARGUMENT OUT WITH THAT TEACHER ) WOULDNT ENCOURAGE 
THE CHILDREN IN MY CLASS TO BE HORRIBLE TO THE CHILDREN NEXT
DOOR 4HEY UNDERSTOOD THIS VERY WELL ) ASKED THEM TO THINK 
ABOUT WHICH PEOPLE HERE MIGHT BE ESPECIALLY WORRIED ABOUT 
THE 7AR 7E TALKED ABOUT THE TWO FATHERS COVERING THE 7AR 
FOR THE MEDIA PARENTS AND RELATIVES OF SOLDIERS AND )RAQIS 
LIVING  HERE  WITH  FAMILY  THERE  /NE  HALF'ERMAN  CHILD 
PROUDLY  SUPPORTED  'ERMANYS  OPPOSITION  TO  THE 7AR  AND 
TALKED MOVINGLY  ABOUT  AN  )RAQI  FAMILY  FRIEND WHO WOULD 
BE FEARFUL FOR HIS FAMILY AND FRIENDS BACK HOME "UT WHAT 
WAS REALLY SO STRIKING AND HOPEFUL WAS HOW MY CLASS WERE 
ABLE TO PUT THEMSELVES IN THE POSITION OF THEIR COUNTERPARTS 
IN )RAQ n CHILDREN PARENTS OLD PEOPLE SOLDIERS
-OST  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CLASS  CONTRIBUTED  TO  THE 
DISCUSSION  AND  THOSE  WHO  DIDNT  SPEAK  LISTENED  WITH  AN 
INTENSE  CONCENTRATION  THAT  THE .ATIONAL #URRICULUM  RARELY 
EVOKES  )  SET  THEM  AN  OPEN WRITING  TASK  /N  THE  BOARD  ) 
WROTE @ HOURS TO WAR AND SOME WORDS n HOPES n PRAYERS 
n  FEELINGS  n  THOUGHTS  n  AND  SUGGESTED  THEY  WRITE  EITHER 
FROM THEIR OWN POINT OF VIEW OR THE IMAGINED POINT OF VIEW 
OF A CHILD  IN )RAQ OR A SOLDIER FROM )RAQ53!5+	 OR AN 
OLD  PERSON  IN  )RAQ  4HEIR  RESPONSES  WERE  SO  MOVING  SO 
KNOWLEDGEABLE AND SO FULL OF HUMAN EMPATHY
@) FEEL WORRIED THAT IF 3ADDAM (USSEIN DOES NOT LEAVE 
)RAQ THE WORLD WILL NOT HAVE PEACE FOR A LONG TIME )M 
JUST GLAD THAT IT IS NOT HAPPENING HERE IN %UROPE
@) AM VERY WORRIED BECAUSE LOTS OF INNOCENT PEOPLE WILL 
DIE 7HY DO THEY WANT WAR
@) AM A CHILD IN )RAQ ) HAVE HEARD WHAT 'EORGE "USH 
HAS SAID ) AM NOT IN SCHOOL BECAUSE IT WILL BE A WAR 
) KNOW 3ADDAM (USSEIN IS A BAD MAN SO )M PACKING 
UP TO GO AWAY ) AM HAPPY AND SAD TOO BECAUSE MY 
RELATIVES ARE STAYING IN )RAQ
@) JUST GOT TO SCHOOL ) DIDNT REALLY LISTEN OR LEARN )T 
WAS LUNCH ) WAS TOO SCARED TO EAT 4HEN ) THOUGHT ) 
MIGHT EAT SOMETHING BECAUSE ) MIGHT STARVE IN A WEEK ) 
DID NOT GET TO SLEEP ) WAS TOO SCARED
@)F ) WAS A SOLDIER ) WOULD BE VERY SAD AND IT WOULD BE 
HARD TO NOT THINK ABOUT MY FAMILY %ACH NIGHT ) DO THREE 
PRAYERS AND LAST NIGHT ALL OF THEM WERE @$EAR GREATEST 
'OD IF YOU STOP THE WAR ) WILL BE VERY GRATEFUL
@) HOPE ) AM NOT GOING TO BE BOMBED -AYBE SOME 
PEOPLE MIGHT WANT WAR BUT ) DONT BECAUSE YOU 
WOULDNT LIKE IT IF YOU WERE LIVING IN )RAQ
@) AM VERY SCARED ) WISH EVERY PERSON IN THE 
'OVERNMENT WOULD RESIGN SO THERE WOULD NOT BE A WAR 
AND THEN COME BACK ) HOPE IT IS A DRAW
!S THEY READ THEM TO EACH OTHER THE DISCUSSION CONTINUED 
AND  THEY  BROUGHT  IN  ELEMENTS  OF  DEBATES  AT  HOME  SO 
PARENTS  VIEWS  WERE  INCLUDED  TOO  /NE  CHILD  SAID  @-Y 
DAD SAID THAT PEACE IS NICE BUT SOMETIMES YOU HAVE TO HAVE 
WAR IN ORDER TO GET PEACE ) TRIED TO ANSWER EVERY QUESTION 
AS  HONESTLY  AND  UNEVASIVELY  AS  )  COULD  7E  RETURNED  TO 
OUR PEACE  SONGS AGREEING  THAT WHETHER OR NOT WE  THOUGHT 
THERE  SHOULD  BE  A WAR  NOW  IN  THE  LONGER  RUN WE WANTED 
PEACE AND A WORLD THAT WAS DETERMINED TO SETTLE ITS DISPUTES 
IN  PEACEFUL  WAYS  #LEARLY  THE  CHILDREN  FOUND  THE  SONGS 
COMFORTING AND SUPPORTIVE OF  THEIR DEVELOPING  THOUGHTS  ) 
COLLATED  FIVE OF  THE  SONGS WE HAD  LEARNED ON  A  SHEET  AND 
SUGGESTED THAT WE COULD TAKE OUR SONGS TO OTHER CLASSES ) 
ASKED FOR VOLUNTEERS ANTICIPATING THAT SOME CHILDREN WOULD 
BE  SHY  AND  RETICENT  %VERY MEMBER  OF  THE  CLASS  PUT  THEIR 
HAND UP 7E DIVIDED INTO THREE TEAMS OF SINGERS WHO WERE 
VERY MUCH APPRECIATED BY EVERY CLASS THAT RECEIVED THEM
#ONCLUSION
)T DIDNT STOP THE CRUISE MISSILES RAINING DOWN ON THE CITIES 
IN )RAQ BUT MAY HELP THESE CHILDREN TO BECOME THE KINDS OF 
CITIZENS WHO WILL ASK QUESTIONS WHO WILL  SEEK PEACE AND 
WHO WILL WANT TO TAKE ACTION TO STOP THE "LAIRS AND "USHES 
OF  TOMORROW  FROM  RIDING  ROUGHSHOD  OVER  THE  WILL  OF  THE 
PEOPLE THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO BE SERVING
 %QUAL 2IGHTS AND 7RONGS
)NTRODUCTION
/NE  REASON  WHY  .EW  ,ABOUR  CONTINUES  TO  DIVIDE  THOSE 
WHO  VOTED  FOR  IT  IS  BECAUSE  ITS  POLICIES  AND  PRACTICES  ARE 
OFTEN  SELFCONTRADICTORY  !  GOVERNMENT  THAT  HAS  BROUGHT 
DOWN  UNEMPLOYMENT  AND  BROUGHT  IN  A  MINIMUM  WAGE 
CONDONES MASSIVE  SALARY HIKES  FOR BUSINESS  @FAT  CATS  AND 
THE CONCENTRATION OF WEALTH IN FEWER HANDS ! GOVERNMENT 
THAT  HAS  REDUCED  THE  INFLUENCE  OF  HEREDITARY  PEERS  IN  THE 
NAME  OF  DEMOCRACY  SHIELDS  SO  MANY  OF  ITS  ACTIONS  FROM 
DEMOCRATIC  SCRUTINY  BEHIND  A  VEIL  OF  SPIN !  GOVERNMENT 
THAT  CAN  CLAIM  TO  HAVE  SIGNIFICANTLY  INCREASED  INVESTMENT 
IN  HEALTH  AND  EDUCATION  HAS  NEVERTHELESS  ALLOWED  MORE 
AND  MORE  OF  THE  MATERIAL  BENEFITS  TO  ACCRUE  TO  PRIVATE 
COMPANIES WHO HAVE BEEN GREATLY ENCOURAGED TO STEP IN TO 
@RESCUE THE PUBLIC SECTOR FROM ITS INEVITABLE @INEFFICIENCY 
3MALL  WONDER  THAT  THE  'OVERNMENTS  APPROACH  TO  RACIAL 
EQUALITY  IN  SCHOOLS  SHOULD HAVE A  SIMILARLY  SCHIZOPHRENIC 
NATURE
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4HE .EED FOR A 2ACE %QUALITY 0OLICY
,AST  YEAR  SCHOOLS  ALONG  WITH  A  HOST  OF  OTHER  PUBLIC 
BODIES WERE PRESENTED WITH  A DEADLINE BY WHICH  TO HAVE 
A 2ACE %QUALITY POLICY  IN PLACE ON  THE FACE OF  IT A GOOD 
IDEA -ANY SCHOOLS PARTICULARLY IN AREAS OF "RITAIN WHERE 
VISIBLE MINORITIES ARE THIN ON THE GROUND HAVE SHIED AWAY 
FROM  THE  WHOLE  ISSUE  AS  IF  THEIR  PUPILS  WERE  TO  REMAIN 
COCOONED IN COMFORTABLE CULTURALLY HOMOGENOUS ENCLAVES 
FOR THE REST OF THEIR LIVES AND AS IF THEY HAVE LITTLE NEED TO 
LEARN ABOUT THE HISTORY CULTURES AND EXPERIENCES OF OTHERS 
WHO  SHARE  THEIR  COUNTRY  )T  IS  ONLY  RIGHT  THAT  THEY  SHOULD 
ADDRESS  RACE  EQUALITY  ISSUES  WITH  THEIR  COUNTERPARTS  IN 
MULTICULTURAL CITIES !S  FOR  THE SCHOOLS ALREADY ADDRESSING 
RACIAL  INEQUALITIES  THE  INSISTENCE  ON  A  POLICY  PROVIDED 
AN  INCENTIVE  TO  REVIEW  THEIR  APPROACH  AND  PRACTICES  AND 
EVALUATE THEIR SUCCESSES AND FAILURES TO DATE
!ND YET AMONG THOSE MORE CLOSELY ATTUNED TO THE RANGE 
OF  ISSUES  AROUND  EQUALITY  IN  SCHOOLS  n  DISCRIMINATION 
STEREOTYPING LOW EXPECTATIONS OF CERTAIN GROUPS EXCLUSION 
LEVELS  RACIAL  BULLYING  AND  VIOLENCE  ACCESS  TO  LANGUAGE 
SUPPORT  EMPLOYMENT  OF  STAFF  FROM  MINORITIES  n  WERE 
TEACHERS  WHO  GREETED  THE  GOVERNMENTS  DIKTAT  WITH  DEEP 
CYNICISM ! GOVERNMENT  THAT PROFESSES  ITS COMMITMENT  TO 
RACIAL  EQUALITY  HAS  OVERSEEN  RIOTS  IN  MAJOR  TOWNS  ROOTED 
IN  SUSTAINED  RACIAL  INEQUALITIES  WHICH  IT  HAS  APPARENTLY 
LACKED  THE  WILL  OR  IMAGINATION  TO  COMBAT  ESPECIALLY  IN 
HOUSING  AND  EDUCATION  AND  HAS  BEEN  CONFRONTED  BY  THE 
MOST SIGNIFICANT GROWTH IN REPRESENTATION OF THE &AR 2IGHT 
IN  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  FOR  DECADES  4HE  SINGLE  FACTOR  THAT 
HAS MOST  PROPELLED  THE &AR 2IGHTS  FORTUNES  HAS  BEEN  THE 
ISSUE  OF  REFUGEES  AND  ASYLUM  SEEKERS  WHERE  THE  RHETORIC 
OF  GOVERNMENT  AND MEDIA  HAVE  CONVERGED  TO  @DEMONISE 
THOSE ARRIVING AT "RITAINS SHORES AND AIRPORTS FLEEING WAR 
AND PERSECUTION WHOSE FACES DO NOT FIT
4HE  MANIFESTLY  STRAIGHTFORWARD  BUSINESS  OF  VALUING 
EVERY HUMAN BEING EQUALLY REGARDLESS OF SUPERFICIAL MATTERS 
SUCH  AS  ETHNIC  ORIGIN  RELIGION  OR  LIFESTYLE  HAS  BECOME 
MUCH MORE COMPLEX AND FRAGMENTED .OT ONLY HAS A DIVIDE 
BEEN  DRAWN BETWEEN  SETTLED  ETHNIC MINORITY  COMMUNITIES 
AND  THE  MOST  RECENT  ARRIVALS  BUT  FURTHER  DISTINCTIONS  ARE 
THRUST  BY  THE  MEDIA  AND  GOVERNMENT  BETWEEN  @REFUGEES 
AND  @ASYLUM  SEEKERS  AND  THOSE  ABSURDLY  BRANDED  WITH 
THE  BASEST  OF  MOTIVES  n  @ECONOMIC  MIGRANTS  4HE  VERY 
NEWSPAPERS  WHO  NOT  SO  LONG  AGO  ADMIRED  .ORMAN 
4EBITTS  ADVICE  TO  THE  UNEMPLOYED  TO  @GET  ON  YOUR  BIKE 
AND  WHO  LAUDED  4HATCHERS  STREAM  OF  INVECTIVE  AGAINST 
THE  @WORKSHY  TO PULL  THEIR  SOCKS UP  AND  SEIZE  ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITIES  HAVE  THEMSELVES  LAUNCHED  A  PITILESS  STREAM 
OF  INVECTIVE  AGAINST  THOSE  WHO  ABANDON  LONGSTANDING 
HOMES  FAMILY  SETTINGS  FAMILIAR  LANGUAGES  AND  CULTURE  TO 
SEEK THEIR ECONOMIC FORTUNES ELSEWHERE
7ORKING  IN  INNER,ONDON  FOR  ANTIRACIST  ORGANISATIONS 
IN  THE  S  AND  AS  A  TEACHER  FROM  THE  S  )  HAVE 
WITNESSED  DRAMATIC  CHANGES  IN  ATTITUDES  AMONG  MANY 
YOUNG 7HITE  PEOPLE  TOWARDS  THE  EARLIER  IMMIGRANTS  FROM 
THE #ARIBBEAN AND THE )NDIAN SUBCONTINENT AND THEIR "RITISH 
BORN  CHILDREN  )  DONT  DOUBT  THAT  THERE  ARE  MANY  LEVELS 
ON  WHICH  DISCRIMINATION  CONTINUES  TO  LIMIT  OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR  THESE MINORITIES AND THERE IS A  LONG ROAD STILL  TO TRAVEL 
TOWARDS  EQUALITY  BUT  AT  A  CULTURAL  LEVEL  NOTWITHSTANDING 
THE RECENT WAVES OF  @)SLAMOPHOBIA  THAT HAVE SPILLED OVER 
FROM  GLOBAL  POLITICAL  ISSUES  THERE  IS  A  FAR  GREATER  LEVEL 
OF  ACCEPTANCE  A  BREAKDOWN  OF  THE  GHETTO  WALLS  AND  A 
DIMINISHING  OF  RACIST  ATTITUDES  EVEN  AMONGST  THOSE  WITH 
PREVIOUSLY  VERY  HARD  AND  NARROW  VIEWS  ABOUT  @"LACKS 
(OWEVER  THIS  INCREASINGLY  PREVALENT  @LIVE  AND  LET  LIVE 
ATTITUDE DOES NOT APPLY TO REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS WHO 
ARE THE BUTT OF STRAIGHTFORWARD VENOM AND HATRED
3O  WHEN  FACED  WITH  THE  'OVERNMENTS  APPARENTLY 
HYPOCRITICAL  DIKTAT  REGARDING  RACE  EQUALITY  POLICIES  )  WAS 
CONCERNED THAT IN DEVELOPING A POLICY AND IN MAKING THAT 
POLICY LIVE AND BREATHE OUR SCHOOL WOULD HAVE A COMPLETE 
AGENDA  FOR  EQUALITY  FOR  THE OLD  AND NEW VICTIMS OF  RACIST 
HATRED  THAT COULD BE UNDERSTOOD AND SUBSCRIBED TO BY THE 
WHOLE SCHOOL COMMUNITY INCLUDING THE PARENTS
$RAFTING AN )NCLUSIVE 2ACE %QUALITY 0OLICY
)  ATTENDED  A  SESSION  ORGANISED  BY  THE  ,%!  ON  DRAFTING  A 
RACE  EQUALITY  POLICY  4HIS  NEATLY  SUMMARISED  THE  LEGAL 
REQUIREMENTS  HIGHLIGHTED  A  NUMBER  OF  ISSUES  TO  CONSIDER 
AND  PROVIDED  A  RATHER  BLAND  MODEL  POLICY  WHICH  WAS 
FAULTLESS  IN  TERMS  OF  ITS  COMMITMENT  TO  COUNTERING  RACIAL 
DISCRIMINATION  BUT  THERE  WAS  NO  SENSE  OF  WHERE  RACISM 
CAME FROM AND THE RANGE OF POTENTIAL VICTIMS )T ALSO LACKED 
ANY POSITIVE STATEMENT ABOUT IMMIGRATION
) DREW ON THE MODEL POLICY MY BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE 
FROM MY EARLIER PROFESSIONAL ANTIRACIST WORK  SOME  IDEAS 
FROM  OTHER  SCHOOLS  WHO  HAVE  BEEN  DEVELOPING  EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITIES  POLICIES  AND MY  SENSE  OF  THE  NATURE  OF  THE 
CONTEMPORARY  DEBATE  ABOUT  RACE  CULTURE  NATIONALITY  AND 
IDENTITY AND THE REALITIES AT STREET LEVEL TO FORMULATE A DRAFT 
POLICY  4HE  TEACHING  STAFF  KEEN  TO  SUPPORT  ENLIGHTENED 
ATTITUDES  BUT  OVERBURDENED  WITH  PAPERWORK  NODDED  IT 
THROUGH WITHOUT MUCH  DETAILED  ENGAGEMENT  3OME  OF  THE 
'OVERNORS  TOOK  A  MORE  THOROUGH  APPROACH  AND  OFFERED 
USEFUL SUGGESTIONS
4HE  TWO  PILLARS  ON  WHICH  THE  POLICY  RESTED  WERE 
EXPLICITLY STATED
)NTRODUCTION
4HE CHILDREN PARENTS TEACHERS AND SUPPORT STAFF WHO 
COMPRISE THE x SCHOOL COMMUNITY ARE CULTURALLY AND 
ETHNICALLY DIVERSE 4HEY ARE REPRESENTATIVE OF A SOCIETY 
THAT CONTINUES TO BENEFIT FROM AND BE ENRICHED BY 
IMMIGRATION 4HE SCHOOL WELCOMES THIS DIVERSITY AS A 
POSITIVE STRENGTH
2ACISM AND 8ENOPHOBIA
7E ACKNOWLEDGE THAT RACISM IS NOT JUST A MATTER OF 
INDIVIDUAL PREJUDICES BUT HAS A LONG HISTORY IN "RITAIN 
WITH MANY ROOTS INCLUDING "RITAINS COLONIAL PAST AND 
ITS ROLE IN THE !FRICAN 3LAVE 4RADE /VER THE CENTURIES 
AND IN RECENT DECADES DIFFERENT MINORITY GROUPS 
HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BY "RITISH SOCIETY WITH VARYING 
DEGREES OF ACCEPTANCE OR HOSTILITY AND TODAY WHILE 
MANY "RITISH PEOPLE SUPPORT PLURALISM AND TOLERANCE 
RACISM AGAINST A RANGE OF ETHNIC AND CULTURAL GROUPS 
IN "RITAIN PERSISTS BOTH IN OVERT AND COVERT FORMS 
7E ACKNOWLEDGE TOO THAT INEQUALITIES INJUSTICES 
AND CONFLICTS AROUND THE WORLD CONTINUE TO CREATE 
REFUGEES 4HE SCHOOL OPPOSES ALL FORMS OF RACISM AND 
XENOPHOBIA INCLUDING THOSE AGAINST BROAD GENERALISED 
CATEGORIES SUCH AS REFUGEES AND ASYLUMSEEKERS 
4HE SCHOOL RECOGNISES THAT SOCIETIES BENEFIT FROM 
IMMIGRATION AND IS COMMITTED TO SUPPORTING PUPILS 
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FAMILIES ENCOUNTERING DIFFICULTIES WITH THE IMMIGRATION 
SERVICES AND WITH RACIAL VIOLENCE
)N THE COURSE OF FORMULATING THE FINAL VERSION OF THE POLICY 
) LEARNED THAT OUR THEN #HAIR OF 'OVERNORS WHO OF WHOSE 
CHILDREN  )  HAD  TAUGHT  WHOM  )  ASSUMED  WAS  ROOTED  IN 
THE  LOCAL  WHITE  %NGLISH)RISH  WORKING  CLASS  WAS  IN  FACT 
DESCENDED  FROM  THE  (UGUENOTS  n  PERSECUTED  &RENCH 
PROTESTANTS WHOSE DESPERATE FLIGHT TO %NGLISH SHORES IN THE 
SIXTEENTH  AND  SEVENTEENTH  CENTURIES  BROUGHT  THE  &RENCH 
WORD  @REFUGEE  INTO  OUR  LEXICON  )  REALISED  THEN  THAT  ONE 
OF  THE WAYS  TO  ENABLE  CHILDREN  OF  THE MAJORITY  CULTURE  TO 
APPRECIATE  THE  SITUATION  OF  THOSE  WHO  HAVE  MADE  THEIR 
HOMES  IN "RITAIN MUCH MORE  RECENTLY  IS  TO  ENCOURAGE  ALL 
CHILDREN TO EXAMINE THEIR ROOTS AND THEIR OWN MORE DISTANT 
MIGRATIONS
)N  SPRING  THIS  YEAR  	  )  COORGANISED  AN  ).3%4 
SESSION  ON  RACE  EQUALITY  ISSUES  FOR  THE WHOLE  STAFF WHICH 
PROVIDED AN OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS THE PRINCIPLES CONTAINED 
IN  THE  POLICY  IN  GREATER  DEPTH  TO  DEVELOP  APPROPRIATE 
RESPONSES  TO  COMMON  SITUATIONS  AND  TO  WORK  TOWARDS 
AN  ACTION  PLAN  FOR  THE  COMING  YEAR  %MBOLDENED  BY  THE 
RESPONSE TO THIS ) SET ABOUT A MORE AMBITIOUS PROJECT IN THE 
SUMMER TERM
/RGANISING A @2EFUGEE 7EEK
)N  THE YEAR   THE 5NITED .ATIONS DECLARED  A  @2EFUGEE 
$AY  *UNE  TH	  AS  A  MEANS  OF  ENLIGHTENING  THE  WIDER 
PUBLIC  ESPECIALLY  IN  THE  MORE  AFFLUENT  WORLD  ABOUT  THE 
PLIGHT  OF  REFUGEES  3INCE  THEN  VARIOUS  FORWARDLOOKING 
ARTS ORGANISATIONS AND PUBLIC BODIES  INCLUDING A GROWING 
NUMBER OF SCHOOLS HAVE ORGANISED EVENTS AROUND @2EFUGEE 
7EEK  )  PROPOSED  THAT  OUR  SCHOOL HAD  A  @2EFUGEE 7EEK 
TO  HIGHLIGHT  THESE  ISSUES  AND  MAKE  THE  LINKS  BETWEEN 
RACISM  IMMIGRATION  AND  ASYLUM  AND  THE  CELEBRATION  OF 
CULTURAL  DIVERSITY -AKING  THE  DECISION WAS  EASY  n  DOING 
IT  IN  A  SCHOOL  WHERE  A  PREVIOUS  HEADTEACHERS  PECULIAR 
INTERPRETATION  OF  THE  ADMISSIONS  POLICY  MEANT  THAT  THE 
SCHOOL  POPULATION  CONSIDERABLY  UNDERREPRESENTED  THE 
NUMBER  OF  VISIBLE  MINORITY  CHILDREN  AND  CHILDREN  OF 
REFUGEES IN THE LOCALITY SEEMED CONSIDERABLY HARDER
)  CIRCULATED  THE  TEACHING  STAFF  WITH  A  PAPER  OUTLINING 
THE  THEMES  WHICH  A  2EFUGEE  7EEK  COULD  WORK  AROUND 
THAT  OUR  SCHOOL  THE  LOCALITY  AND  THE  WIDER  SOCIETY  HAS 
BEEN  AND  CONTINUES  TO  BE  ENRICHED  BY  IMMIGRANTS  AND 
REFUGEES CULTURALLY INTELLECTUALLY ARTISTICALLY LINGUISTICALLY 
AND  ECONOMICALLY  DESPITE  FEAR  IGNORANCE  AND  NEGATIVE 
STEREOTYPING OF  REFUGEES  THAT  THE WORLD BELONGS  TO  ALL  ITS 
PEOPLES  AND WE  ARE  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  EACH  OTHERS WELFARE 
AND  THAT WE  SHOULD  ALL  BE  GOOD  NEIGHBOURS  n  LOCALLY  AND 
INTERNATIONALLY  )  SET  OUT  SOME  OF  THE  BASIC  FACTS  AS  THE 
TEACHERS ARE NOT IMMUNE FROM THE LIES AND DISTORTIONS THAT 
DIS	GRACE MEDIA @DEBATE ABOUT REFUGEES AND ASYLUM AND 
SUGGESTED  A  NUMBER  OF  AGE  APPROPRIATE  ACTIVITIES  FROM 
THE &OUNDATION 3TAGE  THROUGH  TO 9EARS    AND   INCLUDING 
A  SET  OF  QUESTIONS  THAT  TEACHERS  AND  CHILDREN  COULD  TRY  TO 
ANSWER FOR EXAMPLE WHICH WORDS HAVE COME INTO %NGLISH 
FROM OTHER  LANGUAGESWHAT DOES  @SANCTUARY MEAN  )  THEN 
SET  ABOUT  CONTACTING  PEOPLE  WHO  WORK  WITH  REFUGEES  TO 
BRING SPEAKERS INTO SCHOOL ) WAS DETERMINED THAT SOME OF 
THE  SPEAKERS  SHOULD BE CHILDREN AS  THAT WOULD MAKE  THEIR 
SITUATIONS MUCH  EASIER  TO  IDENTIFY WITH 7E  STRUCK  LUCKY 
! YEAROLD WHOSE PARENTS  FLED CIVIL WAR  IN %RITREA AND 
A  YEAROLD  WHOSE  FAMILY  FLED  SIMILAR  CIRCUMSTANCES 
IN  3OMALIA  TOLD  OF  THEIR  COLLECTIVE  EXPERIENCES  INCLUDING 
THEIR  TREATMENT  ON  ARRIVAL  IN  "RITAIN  FIRST  DAYS  AT  SCHOOL 
AND  THE  +AFKAESQUE  CIRCUMSTANCES  AROUND  OBTAINING  AND 
MAINTAINING  THEIR  HOUSING  AFTER  THEY  HAD  BEEN  ACCEPTED 
AS  REFUGEES /UR  CHILDREN  LISTENED WITH  GREAT  INTEREST  AND 
RESPECT  AND  ASKED  PROBING  QUESTIONS  !  TEACHER  BROUGHT 
IN A VIDEO THAT BELONGED TO HER STUDENT DAUGHTER ABOUT THE 
EXODUS  OF  +URDISH  REFUGEES  FROM  HOSTILE  FORCES  IN   
)T WAS THE PERFECT BACKDROP FOR ANOTHER GUEST n A +URDISH 
REFUGEE POET AND WRITER WHO HERSELF FLED AT  THAT  TIME 3HE 
ORGANISED WRITING WORKSHOPS FOR THE OLDEST CLASSES AROUND 
THEMES  OF  DISPLACEMENT  4HE  CHILDREN  SHE  WORKED  WITH 
INCLUDING  THOSE EXPOSED  TO DISTINCTLY  RACIST WORLDVIEWS AT 
HOME WROTE SOME STUNNING POETRY EMPATHISING FULLY WITH 
REFUGEES /NE CHILD WROTE
-AMA TELLS ME MY COUNTRY STANDS TALL AND PROUD
-AMA TELLS ME MY COUNTRY IS BEAUTIFUL
-AMA TELLS ME MY COUNTRY HAS WOMEN WHO SING ALL DAY 
LONG
-AMA TELLS ME MY COUNTRY HAS MEN WHO HUM ALL NIGHT
-AMA TELLS ME IN MY COUNTRY IS A PLACE CALLED (OME
) ASK -AMA @7HERE IS MY COUNTRY
-AMA DOESNT KNOW
4WO  TEACHERS  TOOK  RESPONSIBILITY  FOR  TURNING  A  CORNER  OF 
OUR !SSEMBLY (ALL  INTO  A 2EFUGEE 7EEK  DISPLAY -IXING 
CHILDRENS  ART  POETRY  AND  PROSE  WITH  TESTIMONY  FROM 
REFUGEES AND ARTEFACTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AN IMPOSING 
DISPLAY  WAS  FORMED  "UT  )  KNEW  IT  WAS  IMPORTANT  TOO 
TO  GIVE  A  POSITIVE  MESSAGE  THAT  BEING  EXPOSED  TO  OTHER 
CULTURES CAN BE PLEASURABLE AND OPEN UP NEW EXPERIENCES 
) BOOKED A .IGERIAN AUTHOR  TO COME  IN AND  LEAD A DAY OF 
WORKSHOPS  CELEBRATING  !FRICAN  CULTURE  THROUGH  STORIES 
SONG AND DANCE !NOTHER VISITOR RAN A STALL SELLING !FRICAN 
JEWELLERY  AND MUSIC  AND  ONE  AFTERNOON WAS  DEDICATED  TO 
A  @GLOBAL  BOOKFAIR WITH  AN  EMPHASIS  ON  STORIES  AND NON
FICTION FROM AND ABOUT THE WIDER WORLD
&ROM  A  NEGATIVE  EPITHET  THE WORD  @REFUGEE  BECAME  A 
POSITIVE A WORD OF VALUE AND AN EXPERIENCE TO APPRECIATE 
AND ADMIRE -Y CLASS WARMED TO THE ISSUE VERY MUCH AND 
WE  INTEGRATED  IT  INTO  OUR  HISTORY  TOPIC  FOCUSING  ON  THE 
LOCALITY 7E PRESENTED A CLASS ASSEMBLY ABOUT THE HISTORY OF 
)SLINGTON  THROUGH  ITS MIGRANTS  AND  REFUGEES  STARTING WITH 
  4HEY  DIDNT  COME  VERY  FAR  BUT  WITH  FIRE  SHOOTING 
THROUGH THE CITY OF ,ONDON AND  HOMES DESTROYED 
A  GOOD  PART  OF  THE  HOMELESS  AND  DESPERATE  FLEEING  THE 
@'REAT FIRE OF ,ONDON HEADED NORTH AND MADE A TEMPORARY 
ENCAMPMENT  AT  -OORFIELDS  ABOUT  HALF  A  MILE  FROM  OUR 
SCHOOL  GROUNDS  !  TRAWL  THROUGH  SOME  OF  )SLINGTONS 
FAMOUS RESIDENTS IN HISTORY INCLUDED THOSE FROM THE )TALIAN 
COMMUNITY  LIKE  THE  CLOWN  *OSEPH  'RIMALDI  AFTER  WHOM 
CLOWNS  ARE  CALLED  @*OEY  )N  THE  TH  CENTURY  THE  )RISH 
CAME -ANY OF  THE CHILDREN WHO POPULATE OUR SCHOOL AND 
SEE  THEMSELVES  AS  PART  OF  THE  @US  THE  DOMINANT  GROUP 
COME FROM )RISH BACKGROUNDS )T WAS AN OPPORTUNITY TO FACE 
CHILDREN  WHOSE  FAMILIES  QUESTION  WHETHER  OTHER  PEOPLE 
SHOULD COME TO LIVE HERE WITH THEIR OWN FAMILY HISTORIES 
7E  CONCLUDED  THE !SSEMBLY  WITH  A  CATALOGUE  OF  ALL  THE 
WAYS  IN  WHICH  )SLINGTON  HAS  BECOME  A  BRIGHTER  MORE 
COLOURFUL AND MORE SIGNIFICANT PLACE AS ITS SOCIAL AND ETHNIC 
BASE HAS BECOME BROADER
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4HE  POSITIVE  ENERGY  THAT  GATHERED  IN  2EFUGEE  7EEK 
SEEMED TO STAY WITH THE CHILDREN UNTIL THE END OF TERM !S 
THE CHILDREN SET OFF WITH THEIR FAMILIES ON SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
PERHAPS  SOME OF  THEM WILL  SEE  THE WORLD  THEY  VISIT  FOR  A 
FEW  WEEKS  AND  THE  PEOPLE  ROUND  THEM  WITH  NEW  EYES 
SOME WILL  QUESTION  RACIST  ATTITUDES !ND WHEN  THEY  COME 
BACK TOGETHER WE CAN WORK ON BROADENING OUR POLICY AND 
APPROACHES  TO  COUNTER  SEXISM  AND  HOMOPHOBIA  AND  THE 
WAY  THAT  CLASS  PREJUDICES  LIMIT  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITIES  AND 
TO  COUNTER  CONFLICT  WITHIN  AND  ACROSS  DIFFERENT  MINORITY 
GROUPS  "UT  VALUING  THE  DIVERSITY  OF  COMMON  HUMANITY 
AND  EMPATHISING  WITH  OTHERS  ACROSS  FALSE  AND  ARBITRARY 
SOCIAL  AND  POLITICAL  BOUNDARIES  IN  SPITE  OF  SUCCESSIVE 
GOVERNMENTS NEFARIOUS MEDDLING MUST BE THE BEDROCK ON 
WHICH THIS CAN TAKE PLACE 
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-USIC IN +EY 3TAGE  TRAINING 
AND SUPPORTING THE NONMUSIC 
SPECIALIST CLASS TEACHER
(%!4(%2 "2%7%2 
(EATHER "REWER IS MUSIC COORDINATOR AT ,ONGMEADOW *UNIOR 3CHOOL 3TEVENAGE AND A PARTTIME 0H$ STUDENT 
AT 'OLDSMITHS #OLLEGE RESEARCHING THE TRAINING OF STUDENT TEACHERS TO DELIVER THE PRIMARY MUSIC CURRICULUM IN 
MAINSTREAM STATESECTOR SCHOOLS IN %NGLAND FROM  TO 
,ET  ME  INTRODUCE  TO  YOU  THE  +EY  3TAGE    INFORMATION 
AND  COMMUNICATION  TECHNOLOGY  COORDINATOR  (E  IS 
MILDLY  INTERESTED  FROM  A  THEORETICAL  POINT  OF  VIEW  IN  THE 
VALUE  OF  MODERN  TECHNOLOGY  IN  PRIMARY  EDUCATION  BUT 
UNFORTUNATELY DOES NOT ACTUALLY HAVE ANY PERSONAL EXPERTISE 
IN THE SUBJECT 4O HIM THE ESOTERIC VOCABULARY IS A CLOSED 
BOOK HE HAS HEARD OF A SEARCH ENGINE BUT BELIEVES IT TO BE 
AN ADDITIONAL PIECE OF EQUIPMENT WHICH HE HAS NEVER COME 
ACROSS  WHILST  EMAILS  AND  THE  FUNCTIONS  OF  A  MOUSE  ARE 
UNFATHOMABLE MYSTERIES (E CAN TYPE SLOWLY AND WITH ONE 
FINGER BUT DOES NOT KNOW HOW TO CORRECT HIS OWN MISTAKES 
)N  VIEW  OF  THE  LIMITED  AND  INAPPROPRIATE  TRAINING  IN  THE 
SUBJECT THAT WAS OFFERED TO HIM DURING HIS COURSE OF INITIAL 
TEACHER  TRAINING  HE  EXPECTED  THAT  FOLLOWING  QUALIFICATION 
HE WOULD EITHER BE ALLOWED TO ATTEND ).3%4 WHICH WOULD 
IN  EFFECT  BE  REMEDIAL  OR  THAT  HE  WOULD  ALWAYS  BE  FULLY 
SUPPORTED  BY  A  SPECIALIST  COLLEAGUE  (IS  FIRST  SCHOOL 
HOWEVER  HAD  NO  )#4  COORDINATOR  HIS  HEADTEACHER 
REQUIRED  TO  SEND  SUCH  A  POSTHOLDER  TO  A  DAY  CONFERENCE 
TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD BEEN ASSIGNED TO THE POSITION BECAUSE 
@xSOMEONES  GOT  TO  DO  IT  (E  NOW  EAGERLY  ANTICIPATES 
FINANCIAL RECOGNITION OF THIS NEW RESPONSIBILITY
!N  UNTHINKABLE  SCENARIO  /F  COURSE  %XPERIENCE 
INDICATES THAT AT THE BEGINNING OF THE ST CENTURY QUALIFIED 
AND STUDENT TEACHERS ARE WELL VERSED IN THE USE OF MODERN 
TECHNOLOGY  AN  AREA  OF  EDUCATION  CURRENTLY  CONSIDERED 
TO  BE  OF  GREAT  IMPORTANCE  AND  ACCORDED  GREAT  RESPECT 
%XTENSIVE  ).3%4  OPPORTUNITIES  ARE  ON  OFFER  FOR  THE  )#4 
COORDINATOR  TO DEVELOP PERSONAL EXPERTISE WHICH  IN  TURN 
MAY BE CASCADED TO COLLEAGUES 4O HAVE A COORDINATOR SO 
OBVIOUSLY LACKING IN THE BASIC @TOOLS OF HIS TRADE WOULD BE 
TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE
)T  IS  SURELY  BEYOND  QUESTION  THAT  THE  COORDINATOR 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY AREA OF  THE CURRICULUM SHOULD BE ABLE 
TO DEMONSTRATE A HIGH LEVEL OF SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE HOWEVER 
MY RESEARCH INTO THE TRAINING OF STUDENT TEACHERS TO DELIVER 
THE  MUSIC  CURRICULUM  TO  CHILDREN  IN  THE  AGE  RANGE    TO 
  YEARS  WITH  PRIMARYSOURCE  DATA  SPANNING  THE  PERIOD 
  TO    OBTAINED  BY MEANS  OF  A  QUESTIONNAIRE  AND 
INTERVIEW SURVEY HAS UNCOVERED EVIDENCE OF A SUBSTANTIAL 
LEVEL  OF  INAPPROPRIATE  AND  INADEQUATE  PREPARATION  TO 
TEACH  THE  SUBJECT  WITH  REALLIFE  EXAMPLES  OF  MUSIC  @CO
ORDINATORS  AS  ILLEQUIPPED  TO  OFFER  ADVICE  AND  SUPPORT  TO 
COLLEAGUES AS OUR FICTITIOUS )#4 COORDINATOR
!  NONMUSIC  SPECIALIST  TAKING  PART  IN  MY  SURVEY  AND 
HAVING  QUALIFIED  TO  TEACH  IN    UNABLE  TO  PLAY  ANY 
MUSICAL INSTRUMENT AND ASSESSING HER TRAINING TO TEACH THE 
SUBJECT AS HAVING BEEN QUITE POOR STATED THAT AT ONE POINT 
IN  HER  CAREER  SHE  HAD  BY  DEFAULT  RESPONSIBILITY  FOR  THE 
SUBJECT  THROUGHOUT  THE  SCHOOL  THROUGH  VIRTUE  OF  BEING  A 
SENIOR MEMBER OF STAFF AND THERE HAVING BEEN NO RESPONSE 
TO AN ADVERTISED SPECIALIST POST )N  A THIRDYEAR STUDENT 
TEACHER  ON  PLACEMENT  WITH  MY  9EAR    CLASS  WAS  TAKING 
MUSIC  AS  HER  MINOR  SPECIALISM  WITH  NO  MUSICAL  SKILLS 
BEYOND ABSOLUTE BEGINNER ON THE PIANO SHE WITH A NUMBER 
OF  FELLOWSTUDENTS  HAD  BEEN  ENCOURAGED  TO  ENROL  FOR  THIS 
COURSE IN ORDER TO ENSURE ITS SURVIVAL THE ONLY PREREQUISITE 
BEING AN  INTEREST  IN MUSIC 4HE  ABILITY  TO  RECOGNISE NOTES 
ON THE TREBLE STAVE A CONCEPT READILY GRASPED BY MY 9EAR 
  BEGINNER  RECORDER  GROUP  WAS  NOT  REQUIRED  OF  THESE 
POTENTIAL @MUSIC COORDINATORS )N YET MORE RECENT YEARS ) 
ATTENDED ).3%4 TO WHICH EVERY SCHOOL WITHIN AN EXTENSIVE 
AREA  WAS  REQUIRED  TO  SEND  THEIR  MUSIC  COORDINATOR  ONE 
REPRESENTATIVE  FROM  A  SCHOOL  HAVING  NO  SUCH  POSTHOLDER 
INFORMED ME  THAT  SHE  HAD  NO  MUSICAL  EXPERTISE  BUT  HAD 
BEEN  TOLD  BY  HER  HEADTEACHER  ON  THE  PRECEDING  DAY  THAT 
SHE  MUST  ATTEND  THE  COURSE  "Y  THE  END  OF  THE  DAY  SHE 
TOGETHER  WITH  OTHERS  IN  THE  SAME  POSITION  WAS  SERIOUSLY 
DEMORALISED  HAVING  BECOME  ACUTELY  AWARE  OF  HER  OWN 
SHORTCOMINGS IN THE TEACHING OF THE SUBJECT 4HESE REALLIFE 
EXAMPLES RAISE A QUESTION OF GREAT IMPORTANCE IS IT IN FACT 
ESSENTIAL  TO  HAVE  A  COMPETENT  MUSIC  SPECIALIST  IN  EVERY 
SCHOOL OR IS  IT SUFFICIENT TO HAVE A @COORDINATOR IN NAME 
ONLY
-USIC IN )44
4HE RESEARCH PROJECT WHICH ) HAVE RECENTLY COMPLETED WAS 
DESIGNED  TO  GIVE  A  @VOICE  TO  FORTYONE  SERVING  RETIRED 
AND  STUDENT  TEACHERS  REPRESENTING  THIRTYTHREE  TRAINING 
ESTABLISHMENTS AND HAVING YEARS OF QUALIFICATION SPANNING 
THE PERIOD   TO  $ATA GATHERED  FROM  THIS  SAMPLE 
SHOWED  THAT    OF  THE  TOTAL  NUMBER  AND    OF  THOSE 
NOT  HAVING  TAKEN  MUSIC  AS  A  MAJOR  OR  MINOR  SPECIALISM 
CONSIDERED THEIR TRAINING TO TEACH THE SUBJECT TO HAVE BEEN 
QUITE POOR OR TOTALLY INADEQUATE 4O FIND IN THE LIGHT OF THE 
HIGH  EXPECTATIONS  OF  THE  .ATIONAL  #URRICULUM  FOR -USIC 
THAT  OVER    OF  RESPONDENTS  QUALIFYING  OR  EXPECTING 
TO  QUALIFY  TO  TEACH  BETWEEN    AND    PLACED  THEIR 
TRAINING TO TEACH MUSIC WITHIN THESE TWO CATEGORIES WAS NOT 
ENTIRELY  UNEXPECTED  BUT  NEVERTHELESS  IS  ARGUABLY  A  CAUSE 
FOR CONSIDERABLE CONCERN
4HESE  FINDINGS  ADD  WEIGHT  TO  THE  CASE  THAT  MAY  BE 
MADE  FOR  THE  TRAINING  AND  FUNDING  OF  SPECIALIST  TEACHERS 
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WHO  WOULD  BE  APPROPRIATELY  EQUIPPED  TO  UNDERTAKE  THE 
ROLE OF MUSIC COORDINATOR ABLE TO OFFER ADVICE AND SUPPORT 
TO  COLLEAGUES WELL  AWARE  OF  THE  REQUIREMENTS  OF  THE +EY 
3TAGE    MUSIC  CURRICULUM  YET  PERCEIVING  THEMSELVES  AS 
BEING INADEQUATELY PREPARED BY THEIR TRAINING IN THE SUBJECT 
TO IMPLEMENT THOSE REQUIREMENTS
$ATA  SUPPLIED  BY  MY  RESPONDENTS  STRONGLY  INDICATED 
THAT  OVER  A  PERIOD  OF MORE  THAN  HALF  A  CENTURY  NO  TREND 
EMERGED  THAT WOULD  INDICATE EITHER A STEADY  IMPROVEMENT 
OR  A  GRADUAL  DETERIORATION  IN  THE  STANDARD  OF  MUSIC 
PROVISION  IN  )44 PARTICULARLY  IN  THE CASE OF PROVISION  FOR 
NONMUSIC SPECIALISTS 4HROUGHOUT THIS TIMESPAN @CENTRES OF 
EXCELLENCE HAVE EXISTED ALONGSIDE ESTABLISHMENTS OFFERING 
TRAINING  CONSIDERED  TO  HAVE  BEEN  POORLYSTRUCTURED  AND 
LACKING  IN COHERENCE WITH NO APPARENT  STANDARDISATION OF 
MINIMUM COURSE PROVISION AND SCANT EVIDENCE OF RESPONSE 
TO EXTERNALLYIMPOSED EXPECTATION
#ONCERN  WAS  EXPRESSED  BY  RESPONDENTS  REPRESENTING 
EVERY  DECADE  THAT  PRECIOUS  TIME  IN  COURSES  LASTING  ONLY 
A  MATTER  OF  A  FEW  HOURS  WAS  GIVEN  OVER  TO  SERIOUSLY 
INAPPROPRIATE  PROVISION  PARTICULAR  DISSATISFACTION  BEING 
EXPRESSED  ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  THE  @ONEOFF  PLAYING  OF 
MUSICAL  GAMES  IN  THE  ROLE  OF  CHILDREN  WITH  NO  ADVICE 
AS  TO  HOW  THE  GAME  MIGHT  BE  DEVELOPED  AND  EXTENDED 
INTO  A  SIMPLE  CURRICULAR  PROGRAMME  %QUALLY  DEPLORED 
WAS  THE WIDESPREAD  PRACTICE  OF  DISTRIBUTING  TO  NONMUSIC 
SPECIALISTS LISTS OF SONGS APPROPRIATE TO THE AGE RANGE WITH 
NO  SUGGESTION BEING OFFERED AS  TO HOW  THESE  SONGS MIGHT 
BE TAUGHT BY A CLASS  TEACHER WITH NEITHER  INSTRUMENTAL NOR 
VOCAL SKILLS  TOGETHER WITH  THE OMISSION OF ANY TRAINING IN 
THE  USE  OF  BROADCAST  RESOURCES  OR  IN  MORE  RECENT  YEARS 
OF  ANY  INTRODUCTION  TO  GOODQUALITY  SONGBOOKS  WITH 
ACCOMPANYING CASSETTES OR #$S
2EALISTICALLY  IT  MUST  SURELY  BE  ACKNOWLEDGED  THAT  IT 
IS  VIRTUALLY  IMPOSSIBLE  IN  A  COURSE  SEVERELY  CONSTRAINED 
BY  TIME  RESOURCES  AND  FINANCE  TO  EQUIP  A  NONMUSICIAN 
STUDENT  TEACHER  TO  IMPLEMENT  WITH  CONFIDENCE  THE  FULL 
REQUIREMENTS  OF  THE  MUSIC  CURRICULUM  THIS  VIEWPOINT 
RECEIVED  A  SUBSTANTIAL  LEVEL  OF  SUPPORT  FROM  RESPONDENTS 
TO  MY  SURVEY  .UMEROUS  RESPONDENTS  REPORTED  THAT  THEY 
HAD BEEN OBLIGED TO DRAW ON PREVIOUS MUSICAL EXPERIENCES 
INCLUDING THE TEACHING OF SONGS BY ROTE IN 3UNDAY 3CHOOL 
OR TO "ROWNIES AND THEIR PRE)44 ABILITY TO PLAY A MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENT  PARTICULARLY  THE  DESCANT  RECORDER  IN  ORDER  TO 
ATTEMPT TO TEACH THE SUBJECT
0OTENTIAL 7AYS &ORWARD IN )44 -USIC 0ROVISION
!S WE ENTER THE NEW MILLENNIUM THE TEACHING PROFESSION AT 
EVERY  LEVEL HAS BEEN  INCREASINGLY SUBJECTED  TO DESTRUCTIVE 
AND  NEGATIVE  CRITICISM  )N  DRAWING  CONCLUSIONS  FROM  MY 
RESEARCH HOWEVER THE INTENTION HAS BEEN TO MAKE POSITIVE 
AND PRACTICAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR WAYS FORWARD DRAWING 
ON  THE DATA  IN ORDER  TO  IDENTIFY EXISTING AREAS OF CONCERN 
7ITH THIS AIM IN MIND IT IS SUGGESTED THAT A MINIMUM TIME 
AND  RESOURCECONSTRAINED  COURSE  OF  NONSPECIALIST  MUSIC 
IN  )44  SHOULD  AT  THE  VERY  LEAST  COMPRISE  THE  FOLLOWING 
ELEMENTS
I	  !N  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  EFFECTIVE  USE  OF  SCHOOLS 
BROADCASTS  ON  RADIO  AND  TELEVISION WITH MATERIALS  FOR 
LISTENING VIEWING AND EVALUATION
II	  !N  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  USE  OF  PUBLISHED  SCHEMES 
COMPRISING  TEACHERS  NOTES  PHOTOCOPIABLE  WORKSHEETS 
AND  RECORDED  EXAMPLES  ADDRESSING  THE  REQUIREMENTS 
OF  THE  .ATIONAL  #URRICULUM  FOR  -USIC  TOGETHER  WITH 
AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  A  RANGE  OF  SONG  BOOKS  HAVING 
ACCOMPANIMENTS PROVIDED ON AUDIOTAPE OR #$
III	 !N  INTRODUCTION  TO  A  GOOD  BASIC  LIST  OF  RESOURCES  FOR 
LISTENING  AND  APPRAISING  INCLUDING  MUSIC  OF  NON
WESTERN CULTURES
IV	  0RACTICAL  SUGGESTIONS  FOR  DEVELOPING  SIMPLE 
COMPOSITION ACTIVITIES
V	 ! SHORT PRACTICAL @DEMYSTIFICATION OF THE TECHNICALITIES 
AND VOCABULARY OF MUSIC
!LTHOUGH SUCH PROVISION MIGHT BE SEEN AS LITTLE MORE THAN 
A  @TASTER  YET  IT  SHOULD  HAVE  THE  POTENTIAL  TO  ENABLE  NON
MUSIC  SPECIALISTS  TO  GAIN  A  DEGREE  OF  CONFIDENCE  IN  THEIR 
ABILITY TO DELIVER ADEQUATE CLASS MUSIC LESSONS SHOULD THEY 
FIND THEMSELVES AT ANY TIME EITHER TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
SUBJECT  IN  THEIR  OWN  CLASS  OR  REQUIRED  TO  PLAY  AN  ACTIVE 
PART IN THE TEACHING OF THE SUBJECT IN A SPECIALISTSUPPORTED 
PROGRAMME
#LASS 4EACHER OR -USIC 3PECIALIST
4HE  PROPOSITION  IS  FREQUENTLY  TO  BE  HEARD  AT  CONFERENCES 
AND  ).3%4  THAT  CLASS  MUSIC  IN  THE  AGE  RANGE    TO   
SHOULD  BE  TAUGHT  BY  THE  CLASS  TEACHER  IN  ORDER  THAT  THE 
PUPILS  SHOULD NOT PERCEIVE  THE SUBJECT  TO BE  IN SOME WAY 
@DIFFERENT  FROM  THE  REST  OF  THE  CURRICULUM  %XPERIENCE 
WOULD  INDICATE  THAT  THIS  VIEWPOINT  GAINS  WIDESPREAD 
SUPPORT AMONGST THE MUSICALLYCOMPETENT MANY OF WHOM 
APPEAR  UNABLE  TO  EMPATHISE  WITH  THE  ANXIETIES  AND  POOR 
SELFCONFIDENCE OF THE NONMUSICIAN THEIR ARGUMENT BEING 
THAT HAVING A SPECIALIST MUSIC TEACHER MUST INEVITABLY LEAD 
TO  THE  DESKILLING  OF  THE  CLASS  TEACHER (OW  IS  IT  POSSIBLE 
HOWEVER TO DESKILL THE ESSENTIALLY UNSKILLED
)T  WAS  OF  INTEREST  TO  LEARN  THAT  OF  THE  RESPONDENTS 
PROVIDING  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE  TEACHING  OF  MUSIC 
IN THEIR FIRST CLASS AND REPRESENTING A BROAD TIMESPAN FROM 
  TO  THE  PRESENT  DAY   WERE  FULLY  RELIEVED  OF  THE 
RESPONSIBILITY  BY  A  STAFF  OR  PERIPATETIC  MUSIC  SPECIALIST 
IN  FURTHER  INSTANCES  RESPONDENTS  WERE  EXPECTED  TO  OFFER 
ONLY  VERY  LIMITED  INPUT  )N  THE  LIGHT  OF  THESE  DATA  IT MAY 
BE  INFERRED  THAT  AT  SCHOOL  LEVEL  IT  HAS  BEEN  WIDELY  AND 
REALISTICALLY  RECOGNISED  THAT  FEW  NONMUSIC  SPECIALIST 
STUDENT TEACHERS ARE ADEQUATELY PREPARED BY THEIR COURSE OF 
)44 TO TAKE UNSUPPORTED RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE TEACHING OF 
THE SUBJECT
)N  THE  EARLIER  YEARS  OF  THE  PERIOD  COVERED  BY  MY 
SURVEY  IT  WAS  FREQUENTLY  THE  CASE  THAT  THE  STAFF  MUSIC 
SPECIALIST USUALLY A  TEACHER WITH GENERALIST CLASS  TEACHING 
RESPONSIBILITY WAS  EXPECTED  TO  UNDERTAKE  THE  TEACHING  OF 
MUSIC THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL TO THE POTENTIAL DETRIMENT OF 
THEIR OWN PUPILS EDUCATION 4HIS MODEL FAMILIAR TO MANY 
LONGSERVING  COLLEAGUES  WAS MY  PERSONAL  EXPERIENCE  FOR 
MUCH  OF  MY  FULLTIME  CAREER  UNTIL  THE  DEMANDS  OF  THE 
WIDER +EY 3TAGE  CURRICULUM FORCED A  REAPPRAISAL OF  THE 
SITUATION AND LED TO ITS PHASING OUT IN THE MIDS 3INCE 
A  SIGNIFICANT  NUMBER  OF  RESPONDENTS  QUALIFYING  IN  MORE 
RECENT YEARS HAVE REPORTED A SUBSTANTIAL LEVEL OF SPECIALIST 
SUPPORT  IN  MUSIC  DURING  THEIR  FIRST  YEAR  OF  TEACHING  THE 
INFERENCE MUST BE THAT ON THEIR OWN INITIATIVE SCHOOLS HAVE 
TAKEN THE ENLIGHTENED AND OFTENCOSTLY STEP OF APPOINTING A 
PARTTIME SPECIALIST MUSIC TEACHER
!LTERNATIVE -ODELS OF 3PECIALISTSUPPORTED  
#LASS -USIC 4EACHING
)T  WOULD  BE  MOST  UNDESIRABLE  TO  SUGGEST  THAT  MUSIC 
SPECIALISTS SHOULD TAKE FULL CONTROL OF THE SUBJECT EXCLUDING 
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CLASS TEACHERS FROM POTENTIAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  THROUGH  ACTIVE  PARTICIPATION  IN  THE  MUSICAL 
EXPERIENCE OF THEIR PUPILS 4HROUGHOUT AN ONGOING CAREER 
SPANNING FORTYSIX YEARS  ) HAVE NEVER ENCOUNTERED A CLASS 
TEACHER  WHO  HAS  EXPRESSED  A  DISLIKE  OF  CURRICULAR  MUSIC 
OR  EVEN  SHOWN  INDIFFERENCE  TOWARDS  IT  ON  THE  CONTRARY  ) 
HAVE  FOUND  UNIVERSAL  SUPPORT  FOR  THE  BELIEF  THAT MUSIC  IS 
OF  GREAT  IMPORTANCE  IN  THE  ACADEMIC  SOCIAL  AND  SPIRITUAL 
DEVELOPMENT OF EVERY CHILD %VEN AMONGST COLLEAGUES WITH 
A VERY  LOW  LEVEL  SELFCONFIDENCE  IN MUSIC  ) HAVE  FOUND A 
MOST  ENCOURAGING  WILLINGNESS  TO  PLAY  AN  ACTIVE  PART  NO 
MATTER HOW MODEST IN THE TEACHING OF THE SUBJECT
7ITH  THIS  IN MIND  TWO MODELS OF  SPECIALISTSUPPORTED 
COOPERATIVE  CLASS  MUSIC  TEACHING  HAVE  BEEN  DEVISED 
IMPLEMENTED  AND  REFINED  IN  CONSULTATION  WITH  MY 
COLLEAGUES  OVER  A  PERIOD  OF  SEVEN  YEARS  4HE  STATED  AIM 
IN  EACH  INSTANCE  HAS  BEEN  TO  PROVIDE  EXPERT  INPUT  WHILST 
ENCOURAGING EVERY CLASS TEACHER TO BECOME INVOLVED IN THE 
TEACHING OF  THE SUBJECT AT AN APPROPRIATE  LEVEL PROMOTING 
POSITIVE  MOTIVATION  THROUGH  THE  MINIMISING  OF  ANY 
PERCEIVED @THREAT
"OTH MODELS ARE PROVEN  TO HAVE  THE MEANS  TO ADDRESS 
THE  PROBLEMS  EXPERIENCED  BY  COLLEAGUES  CONSIDERING 
THEMSELVES TO HAVE BEEN INADEQUATELY PREPARED DURING )44 
TO TEACH CLASS MUSIC PROVIDING PRACTICAL SUPPORT AND A HIGH 
LEVEL OF SPECIALIST INPUT WHILST MAXIMISING THE POTENTIAL OF 
THE CLASS TEACHER WHO HAS BEEN WELLPREPARED TO TEACH THE 
SUBJECT
#OMBINING THE 2OLE OF 'ENERALIST  
#LASS 4EACHER AND -USIC #OORDINATOR  
THE DEVELOPMENT OF A PRACTICAL MODEL
4OWARDS  THE  END  OF  MY  CAREER  AS  A  FULLTIME  TEACHER  IN 
RESPONSE TO THE GROWING DEMANDS OF  THE WIDER +EY 3TAGE 
 CURRICULUM AND AN IMMINENT /FSTED INSPECTION IT BECAME 
NECESSARY  FOR ME  TO  ACT  INCREASINGLY  IN  THE  ROLE  OF MUSIC 
CONSULTANT RATHER THAN UNDERTAKING PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR  THE  SUBJECT  IN  EVERY  CLASS  AS  HAD  PREVIOUSLY  BEEN 
ACCEPTED  PRACTICE  )T  WAS  ALSO  RECOGNISED  THAT  FINDING 
A  REPLACEMENT  MUSIC  SPECIALIST  TEACHER  FOLLOWING  MY 
RETIREMENT COULD NOT BE GUARANTEED
)N THE FIRST INSTANCE A SERIES OF MEETINGS WAS HELD WITH 
THE  TEACHERS  IN  EACH 9EAR  GROUP  TO  ESTABLISH  THE  LEVEL  OF 
INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT THAT WOULD BE REQUIRED AND TO INVESTIGATE 
THE  POTENTIAL  USE  OF  EXISTING  RESOURCES  WHICH  INCLUDED  A 
COLLECTION OF BROADCAST SERIES RECORDED ON AUDIOTAPE WITH 
ACCOMPANYING  SETS  OF  PUPILS  PAMPHLETS  AND  TEACHERS 
NOTES !MONGST  THOSE WHO HAD BEEN NONMUSIC  SPECIALIST 
STUDENT  TEACHERS  SEVERAL  EXPRESSED  A  LACK  OF  CONFIDENCE 
IN  THE  USE  OF  EVEN  THE  MOST  BASIC  TECHNICAL  LANGUAGE  OF 
THE  SUBJECT  IN  SOME CASES  THIS  PROVED  TO BE  A  SIGNIFICANT 
DISINCENTIVE TO ACTIVE PARTICIPATION
)NITIALLY THE SOLUTION TO THIS SPECIFIC PROBLEM APPEARED 
TO  BE  A  RESOURCE  LIST  OF  CENTRALLYSTORED  REFERENCE  BOOKS 
HOWEVER  IT WAS CLEARLY PREFERABLE  TO HAVE THE INFORMATION 
IMMEDIATELY TO HAND IN A USERFRIENDLY FORMAT 4HE EVENTUAL 
SOLUTION  WAS  TO  PRODUCE  A  CUSTOMISED  MUSIC  HANDBOOK 
WITH  A  COPY  TO  BE  HELD  IN  EVERY  CLASS  4HIS  HANDBOOK 
CONTAINED A DETAILED SCHEME OF WORK FOR EACH 9EAR WITH A 
2UDIMENTS OF -USIC SECTION EXPLAINING EVERY MUSICAL TERM 
AND EXPRESSION TO BE FOUND IN THE SCHEME FURTHER CLARIFIED 
BY  EXAMPLES  ON  AUDIOTAPE  4HIS  CONCEPT MIGHT  EASILY  BE 
ADAPTED ACCORDING TO SPECIFIC LOCAL REQUIREMENTS AND USED 
BOTH  TO  SUPPORT  THE  LESSCONFIDENT  TEACHER  OF  CLASS MUSIC 
AND TO ENHANCE THE IMPLEMENTATION AND UNDERSTANDING OF A 
WHOLESCHOOL APPROACH TO THE MUSIC CURRICULUM
&OLLOWING  A  PERIOD  OF  DEVELOPMENT  AND  CONSULTATION 
WHICH  INCLUDED  A  @HANDSON  ).3%4  SESSION  ALLOWING 
COLLEAGUES  TO  FAMILIARISE  THEMSELVES  WITH  THE  FULL  RANGE 
OF AVAILABLE RESOURCES TOGETHER WITH ADVICE WHEN REQUIRED 
ON  THE  USE  OF  BROADCAST  SCHEMES  THERE WAS  A  REASONABLE 
DEGREE  OF  CONFIDENCE  THAT  WITH  AN  APPROPRIATE  LEVEL  OF 
SUPPORT  FROM  THE  COORDINATOR  COLLEAGUES  WOULD  BE  ABLE 
TO PLAY AN INCREASINGLY ACTIVE PART IN THE TEACHING OF CLASS 
MUSIC THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PLAN CONFIRMED THAT THIS 
WAS A VIABLE WAY FORWARD
7ITH  MY  APPROACHING  RETIREMENT  IN    THE  POST 
WAS  ADVERTISED  ALTHOUGH  IT  WAS  HOPED  THAT  A  NEW 
MUSIC  SPECIALIST  WOULD  BE  APPOINTED  REALISTICALLY  THE 
ADVERTISEMENT  CONTAINED ONLY  THE VERY MODEST  SUGGESTION 
@x ABILITY TO PLAY THE PIANO AN ADVANTAGE )T WAS ARGUABLY 
SYMPTOMATIC  OF  THE  CURRENT  DEARTH  OF  COLLEAGUES  WELL
PREPARED  TO  TEACH  THE  SUBJECT  THAT  NONE  OF  THE  APPLICANTS 
HAD  THE ABILITY EVEN  TO PLAY A  SIMPLE HYMN FOR ASSEMBLY 
MUCH LESS TO TAKE ON THE ROLE OF SPECIALIST COORDINATOR IN 
CONSEQUENCE THE POST OF PARTTIME MUSIC COORDINATOR WAS 
ESTABLISHED  IN  WHICH  )  CONTINUE  TO  SERVE  SOME  SIX  YEARS 
AFTER @RETIREMENT
3PECIALISTSUPPORTED #OOPERATIVE  
#LASS -USIC 4EACHING
7ITH  THE  CONSULTANCY  MODEL  WORKING  WELL  IN  PRACTICE  IT 
WAS  FELT  TO  BE  OF  GREAT  IMPORTANCE  THAT  WHEREAS  )  WAS 
ABLE  TO  OFFER  A MUCH  GREATER  LEVEL  OF  SUPPORT  THROUGH  NO 
LONGER  HAVING  THE  RESPONSIBILITIES  OF  A  GENERALIST  CLASS 
TEACHER  INPUT  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  INDIVIDUAL  CLASS  TEACHER 
SHOULD CONTINUE TO BE ENCOURAGED AND MAINTAINED THROUGH 
THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  A  MODIFIED  PROGRAMME  OF  SPECIALIST
SUPPORTED COOPERATIVE TEACHING
4HE SCHOOL IS THREEFORM ENTRY THEREFORE IT HAS REQUIRED 
CAREFUL PLANNING  IN ORDER  TO ENSURE  THAT  ) HAVE EACH CLASS 
FOR A MINIMUM OF TWO SESSIONS IN EVERY THREEWEEK PERIOD 
!N IMPORTANT ASPECT OF MY INPUT  IS -USICIANSHIP THROUGH 
6OICE  PROMOTING  THE  UNDERSTANDING  OF  A  WIDE  RANGE  OF 
MUSICAL  CONCEPTS  WHILST  DEVELOPING  GOODQUALITY  CHORAL 
SINGING $URING  THE WEEK  IN WHICH  )  DO  NOT WORK WITH  A 
CLASS THEIR TEACHER WILL IMPLEMENT AN APPROPRIATE MUSICAL 
ACTIVITY  THIS MIGHT  BE  AN  ASPECT  OF MUSIC  IN  )#4  A  PRE
RECORDED  SCHOOLS  BROADCAST  USING  THE  RESOURCE  BANK  OF 
TEACHERS  NOTES  AND  PUPILS  PAMPHLETS  A  COMPOSITION 
PROJECT DANCE OR  LISTENING AND APPRAISING #OLLEAGUES ARE 
INVITED EACH TERM TO INDICATE THEIR CHOSEN INPUT MAXIMISING 
PERSONAL INTEREST IN ORDER TO PROMOTE MOTIVATION
)T  HAS  BEEN  GREATLY  REWARDING  TO  OBSERVE  COLLEAGUES 
GAINING  CONFIDENCE  IN  FOR  EXAMPLE  REHEARSING  SONGS  FOR 
A  CLASS  PLAY  OR  ASSEMBLY  USING  AN  AUDIOTAPE  OFTEN  ONE 
WHICH ) HAVE PRERECORDED WITH THEIR PUPILS 4O CITE A VERY 
SUCCESSFUL EXAMPLE A 9EAR  CLASS WAS CHOSEN TO TAKE PART 
IN  A  LOCAL  3CHOOLS -USIC  &ESTIVAL  PARTICIPATION  INVOLVED 
PRELEARNING  A  NUMBER  OF  ORIGINAL  SONGS  SUPPLIED  ON 
AUDIOTAPE 4HEIR TEACHER WAS A RECENTLYQUALIFIED COLLEAGUE 
WHO  HAD  TAKEN  PART  IN MY  RESEARCH  PROJECT  HAVING  BEEN 
ASKED  TO  COMMENT  ON  THE  TRAINING  HE  HAD  RECEIVED  IN 
MUSIC DURING HIS )44 COURSE HE STATED  THAT PROVISION HAD 
BEEN  DAYS  IN BLOCK BUT DUE  TO  ILLNESS HE HAD MISSED 
IT 5NDERSTANDABLY HE HAD LITTLE CONFIDENCE IN HIS ABILITY TO 
CARRY OUT ANY MUSICAL ACTIVITY HOWEVER HE WAS ENCOURAGED 
TO PLAY AN ACTIVE PART IN WORKING WITH THE CHILDREN AS THEY 
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@SANG ALONG TO THE TAPE &INDING THIS TO BE WELL WITHIN HIS 
CAPABILITIES HE EXPRESSED SURPRISE AT THE DISCOVERY THAT NOT 
ONLY  COULD  HE  IMPLEMENT  A  SUCCESSFUL  MUSIC  LESSON  BUT 
ALSO  THAT  HE WAS BEGINNING  TO  APPROACH  THE  SESSIONS WITH 
SOME DEGREE OF ANTICIPATION INSTEAD OF APPREHENSION
7HOLESCHOOL MUSIC SESSIONS INCLUDING (YMN 0RACTICE 
AND @LIVE PERFORMANCES GIVEN BY THE VARIOUS INSTRUMENTAL 
GROUPS  TOGETHER  WITH  3CHOOL  #HOIR  TREBLE  AND  ADVANCED 
DESCANT  RECORDERS  AND 2HYTHM "AND  ALL  CONTINUE  TO BE  A 
SPECIALIST  RESPONSIBILITY  HOWEVER  THREE  BEGINNER  RECORDER 
GROUPS ARE TAKEN BY COLLEAGUES WHO DRAW ON THEIR PRE)44 
EXPERIENCE OF LEARNING TO PLAY THE INSTRUMENT
4HE  SHARING  OF  THE  MUSIC  CURRICULUM  IS  ESSENTIALLY  A 
MATTER  FOR  ONGOING  NEGOTIATION  )T  IS  ESSENTIAL  TO  HAVE 
FLEXIBILITY WITH A WILLINGNESS ON THE PART OF BOTH THE MUSIC 
SPECIALIST  AND  THE  CLASS  TEACHER  TO  WORK  IN  COOPERATION 
%FFICIENT  COMMUNICATION  IS  ESSENTIAL  ONGOING  INFORMAL 
FEEDBACK IS SUPPLEMENTED BY A WRITTEN SUMMARY PROVIDED 
FOR  EACH  CLASS  TEACHER  AT  THE  END  OF  TERM 4HIS  SUMMARY 
IS  FILED  TOGETHER WITH  THE  TEACHERS  OWN  RECORD  OF MUSIC 
ACTIVITIES  TO  PROVIDE  A  RECORD OF  PROGRESS  ACROSS  THE +EY 
3TAGE
!T THE END OF EACH TERM COLLEAGUES ARE PROVIDED WITH A 
FORECAST  SHEET ON WHICH  TO  INDICATE  FORTHCOMING  TOPICS  IN 
OTHER AREAS OF THE CURRICULUM IN ORDER THAT CROSSCURRICULAR 
WORK MAY BE DEVELOPED )T IS CONSIDERED TO BE A MATTER OF 
GREAT  IMPORTANCE THAT MUSIC SHOULD BE SEEN AS AN INTEGRAL 
PART  OF  THE  WIDER  CURRICULUM  AND  NOT  AS  A  SUBJECT  IN 
ISOLATION
-ORE  THAN  ONE  RESPONDENT  TAKING  PART  IN  MY  SURVEY 
MADE  THE  IMPORTANT POINT  THAT  IF  CLASSES ARE  TIMETABLED  TO 
ATTEND  A MUSIC  LESSON WITH  A  SPECIALIST  TEACHER  THEN  THAT 
LESSON  IS GUARANTEED HOWEVER WHEN  THE CLASS  TEACHER HAS 
SOLE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SUBJECT THEN REALISTICALLY IT MUST 
BE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THERE IS CONSIDERABLE POTENTIAL FOR THE 
LESSON TO BE POSTPONED OR EVEN CANCELLED %VIDENCE SUGGEST 
THAT  SUCH  OMISSION  WOULD  NOT  BE  CONFINED  TO  AVOIDANCE 
STRATEGIES  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  INADEQUATELY  PREPARED  NON
MUSIC  SPECIALIST  BUT MIGHT WELL  BE  THE  RESPONSE  EVEN  OF 
THE MUSICALLYCOMPETENT CLASS TEACHER TO THE MOREPRESSING 
DEMANDS  OF  THE  CORE  SUBJECTS  /NE  RESPONDENT  STATED 
THAT  OLDER  COLLEAGUES  HAVING  HAD  EXPERIENCE  OF  BOTH  THE 
SPECIALISTSUPPORTED AND THE PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY MODELS 
OF  CLASS MUSIC  TEACHING  HAD  ADVISED  HER  THAT  THEY WOULD 
INVARIABLY OPT FOR THE FORMER
4HESE  MODELS  OF  CLASS  MUSIC  TEACHING  HAVE  BEEN 
TESTED  AND  REFINED  OVER  AN  EXTENDED  PERIOD  AND  ARE 
PROVEN  TO  OFFER  PRACTICAL  AND  REALISTIC  WAYS  FORWARD  FOR 
THE  IMPLEMENTATION  OF  THE  REQUIREMENTS  OF  THE  .ATIONAL 
#URRICULUM  FOR  -USIC  IN  THE  ST  CENTURY  )N  PARTICULAR 
EVIDENCE PROVIDED BY RESPONDENTS TOGETHER WITH EXTENSIVE 
PERSONAL CONSULTATION WITH OTHER COLLEAGUES WOULD SUGGEST 
A  VERY  HIGH  LEVEL  OF  SUPPORT  FOR  THE  PARTTIME  SPECIALIST
SUPPORTED MODEL #LASS  TEACHER  INVOLVEMENT  ACCORDING  TO 
PERSONAL  SELFCONFIDENCE  AND  APTITUDE  IS  SEEN  AS  BEING  A 
POTENTIALLY  VALUABLE  MEANS  OF  PROFESSIONAL  DEVELOPMENT 
INDEED A PROVISION OF ONGOING INSCHOOL ).3%4
,OOKING 4OWARDS THE &UTURE
2ESEARCH  BASED  SOLELY  ON  THE  LITERATURE  ADDRESSING 
EXTERNALLYIMPOSED EXPECTATION MIGHT WELL LEAD TO THE BELIEF 
THAT THROUGHOUT THE TH CENTURY AND INTO THE ST CENTURY 
EVERY CHILD  IN  THE  AGE  RANGE   TO  YEARS  IN MAINSTREAM 
STATESECTOR SCHOOLS IN %NGLAND HAS BEEN GUARANTEED ACCESS 
TO A PROGRAMME OF HIGHQUALITY MUSICAL EXPERIENCE  FROM 
THE EARLYTH CENTURY REQUIREMENT THAT EVERY CHILD SHOULD 
BE ABLE TO SING AT SIGHT TO THE VERY SPECIFIC DEMANDS OF THE 
.ATIONAL #URRICULUM FOR -USIC 0ROBING THE REALITY  IN  THE 
LIGHT OF PRIMARYSOURCE DATA OBTAINED IN THE COURSE OF MY 
SURVEY AND SPANNING A PERIOD OF FIFTYFIVE YEARS HOWEVER 
REVEALS  A  YAWNING  GULF  BETWEEN  EXPLICIT  HIGH  ASPIRATION 
AND THE CONTENT OF A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF COURSES IN )44 
PREPARING  STUDENT  TEACHERS  TO  IMPLEMENT  THE  TEACHING  OF 
THE  SUBJECT  WHEREAS  THIS  INVESTIGATION  COULD  IN  NO  WAY 
CLAIM  TO  PROVIDE  DEFINITIVE  EVIDENCE  NEVERTHELESS  IT MAY 
ARGUABLY  BE  SEEN  AS  INDICATIVE  OF  ISSUES  GIVING  CAUSE  FOR 
CONSIDERABLE CONCERN
)NFORMED  BY  THIS  PRIMARYSOURCE  EVIDENCE  IT  MAY 
BE  STRONGLY  CONTENDED  THAT  IF  MUSIC  IS  TO  CONTINUE  TO  BE 
RECOGNISED AS A FOUNDATION SUBJECT FOR CHILDREN IN THE AGE 
RANGE  TO  YEARS TAUGHT AT LEAST TO AN ADEQUATE STANDARD 
IN  EVERY  CLASSROOM  THEN  IT  IS  A  MATTER  OF  THE  GREATEST 
IMPORTANCE THAT ATTENTION SHOULD BE ACCORDED TO THE SCOPE 
AND  CONTENT  OF  COURSES  IN  MUSIC  EDUCATION  DURING  )44 
!  GUARANTEED  STANDARD  MINIMUM  PROVISION  SHOULD  BE 
ESTABLISHED  PREPARING  THE  NONMUSIC  SPECIALIST  AT  LEAST 
TO PLAY  AN  INFORMED PART  IN  A PROGRAMME OF  COOPERATIVE 
CLASS MUSIC  TEACHING WHILST  THOSE STUDENT  TEACHERS  TAKING 
THE  SUBJECT  AS  A  SPECIALISM  SHOULD  BE  PROVIDED  WITH  A 
STANDARDISED COURSE OF TRAINING EQUALLY APPROPRIATE TO THEIR 
NEEDS AS FUTURE COORDINATORS
)N  AN  IDEAL  WORLD  A  PROMPT  AND  SIGNIFICANT  INCREASE 
IN  THE  ALLOCATION  OF  TIME  AND  FUNDING  FOR  THE  TEACHING  OF 
PRIMARY MUSIC IN )44 AND THE PROVISION OF WELLSTRUCTURED 
).3%4  FOR  ALL  SERVING  TEACHERS  SHOULD  BE  CONSIDERED  AS 
A  MATTER  OF  URGENCY  )T  MUST  BE  ACCEPTED  HOWEVER  THAT 
THE  IMPLEMENTATION  OF  SUCH  A  PROPOSITION  IS  VIRTUALLY 
IMPOSSIBLE GIVEN THE REALITIES OF SEVERE FINANCIAL LIMITATION 
WHICH  CHARACTERISE  EDUCATION  AT  EVERY  LEVEL  IN  THE  EARLY 
YEARS OF  THE ST CENTURY  )T WAS MOST  INFORMATIVE  TO FIND 
IN  THE  COURSE  OF  MY  SURVEY  THAT  THERE  WAS  A  VERY  HIGH 
LEVEL  OF  SUPPORT  FOR  THE  PROPOSITION  THAT  A  RECOGNISED 
TRAINING COURSE SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED WHICH WOULD PREPARE 
MUSICALLYABLE  STUDENT  TEACHERS  FOR  EVENTUAL  EMPLOYMENT 
AS CENTRALLYFUNDED SPECIALIST SUPPORT TEACHERS WORKING IN A 
COOPERATIVE CONTEXT IN CONSORTIA OF SCHOOLS
)T  IS  SURELY  BEYOND  DISPUTE  THAT  KNOWLEDGEABLE  WELL
PREPARED MUSIC COORDINATORS AND SPECIALIST  TEACHERS ABLE 
TO  DEVISE  AND  TO  IMPLEMENT  PROGRAMMES  OF  COOPERATIVE 
TEACHING  AND WILLING  TO  OFFER  ONGOING  EXPERT  SUPPORT  AND 
REGULAR  ).3%4  TO  LESSCONFIDENT  COLLEAGUES  SHOULD  BE  AS 
COMMONPLACE  IN  THE  FIELD  OF  MUSIC  EDUCATION  AS  IN  ANY 
OTHER AREA OF THE SCHOOL CURRICULUM YET SUCH A PROPOSITION 
HAS VERY  CONSIDERABLE  FINANCIAL  IMPLICATIONS  )F  HOWEVER 
(- 'OVERNMENT IS SERIOUS IN ITS STATED INTENTION THAT EVERY 
CHILD  IN +EY 3TAGE    SHOULD  HAVE  GUARANTEED  ACCESS  TO  A 
PROGRAMME  OF  WELLTAUGHT  CLASS  MUSIC  INDEED  IF  MUSIC 
IS  TO  SURVIVE  AS  A  FOUNDATION  SUBJECT  THEN  THE  PROBLEMS 
CREATED BY A SIGNIFICANT LEVEL OF INADEQUATE MUSIC PROVISION 
IN )44 ACROSS A PERIOD OF SEVERAL DECADES CAN NO LONGER BE 
IGNORED
&/25- 6OLUME 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$IDACTUS )NTERRUPTUS OR WHY 
THE +EY 3TAGE  %NGLISH 3TRAND 
SHOULD WITHDRAW AND WHAT 
SHOULD HAPPEN NEXT	
6)6 %,,)3 
4HE AUTHOR IS A LECTURER IN EDUCATION AT THE $EPARTMENT OF %DUCATIONAL 3TUDIES 5NIVERSITY OF /XFORD
&ROM THE OUTSET ) NEED TO SAY THAT ) AM NOT FUNDAMENTALLY 
OPPOSED  TO  CONTINUING  PROFESSIONAL  DEVELOPMENT  #0$	 
THAT IS INTENDED TO IMPROVE STANDARDS IN LITERACY OR SUPPORT 
TEACHERS IN DEVELOPING NEW KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS ) AM NOT 
n AS ) KNOW SOME ARE n OPPOSED TO AN INCREASED EMPHASIS 
ON  LANGUAGE  IN  PARTICULAR  THE  STRUCTURES  OF  LANGUAGE	  IN 
%NGLISH  TEACHING  )  AGREE  THAT  THE  WAYS  OF  TEACHING  AND 
LEARNING  %NGLISH  AND  LITERACY  ARE  DIVERSE  AND  THAT  WHAT 
"ERNSTEIN  REFERRED  TO  AS  @VISIBLE  OR  EXPLICIT  PEDAGOGIES 
"ERNSTEIN  	 SHOULD BECOME PART OF A  TEACHERS 
REPERTOIRE  )  ALSO  SUPPORT  THE  VIEW  THAT  PEDAGOGY  IS 
ACCRETIVE  AND  DIFFERENTIALLY  EMPHASISED  ACCORDING  TO 
TEACHERS  KNOWLEDGE  AND  THEIR  ASSESSMENT  OF  LEARNERS 
NEEDS
)TS  IMPORTANT  TO  SAY  ALL  THIS  AS  A  PREAMBLE  BECAUSE 
ANYONE WHO ADOPTS A CRITICAL POSITION TOWARDS THE .ATIONAL 
,ITERACY  3TRATEGY  .,3	  OR  +EY  3TAGE    %NGLISH  3TRAND 
+3%3	  IS OFTEN DISMISSED ON ONE OF  THOSE GROUNDS -Y 
ARGUMENT  IN  THIS  PIECE  IS  THAT  FUNDAMENTAL  ASPECTS  OF  THE 
+3%3  ARE  SERIOUSLY  FLAWED  THAT  ITS  LINK  TO  NUMERICAL 
TARGETSETTING  IS  COUNTERPRODUCTIVE AND  THAT  THERE  IS GOOD 
EVIDENCE  FROM  RECENTLY  DEVOLVED  7ALES  THAT  AMBITIOUS 
TARGETS  FOR  ATTAINMENT  IN  TESTS  OF  LITERACY  CAN  BE  MET  BY 
INVESTING  IN  INNOVATION  DEVELOPING  GOOD  PRACTICE  AND 
SUPPORTING  NETWORKBUILDING  AT  THE  LEVEL  OF  COMMUNITIES 
RATHER  THAN  MONOLITHIC  TOPDOWN  GRAVYTRAINS  THAT  ARE 
@ROLLED  OUT  IN  A  ONESIZEFITSALL  FUNDING  FRENZY  .OBODY 
CAN  DENY  THE  ENORMOUS  INVESTMENT  THE  GOVERNMENT  HAS 
MADE IN THE +3%3 AND THE .,3 BEFORE IT ) WANT TO ARGUE 
THAT THE MONEY IS BEING WASTED AND THAT THE GOVERNMENTS 
RECENT  EXPERIENCES  WITH  .EW  /PPORTUNITIES  &UND  ./&	 
)#4  TRAINING  FOR  ALL  TEACHERS  n  AND  INDEED  THE  LESSONS 
FROM  THE  EVALUATION  OF  THE .,3  n  SHOULD MAKE  IT  REALISE 
THAT THERE NEEDS TO BE AN IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL OF ALL NEW 
+3%3  TRAINING  FOLDERS  VIDEOS  MEETINGS  @OBJECTIVES 
BANKS  AND  ALL  THE  OTHER  PARAPHERNALIA  THAT  ARRIVES  BY 
ARTICULATED NOUN PHRASE IN SCHOOLS AND TRAINING INSTITUTIONS 
ON AN ALMOST WEEKLY BASIS
) WRITE  THIS  FROM  THE PERSPECTIVE OF  SOMEONE WHO HAS 
WORKED IN TEACHER EDUCATION UPPER PRIMARY AND SECONDARY	 
FOR  THE  LAST    YEARS  AND  WAS  A  HEAD  OF  DEPARTMENT  IN  A 
COMPREHENSIVE  SCHOOL  BEFORE  THAT  )  HAVE  ALSO  WORKED 
WITHIN THE .ATIONAL !SSOCIATION FOR THE 4EACHING OF %NGLISH 
.!4%	 SINCE  AND WAS 6ICE #HAIR FROM  TO  
)N  THE COURSE OF  THIS ESSAY  ) WILL  REFER  TO MY EXPERIENCES 
WITHIN .!4% IN RECENT TIMES ALTHOUGH THE VIEWS ) EXPRESS 
HERE SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN AS THOSE OF THE !SSOCIATION ) AM 
ALSO AWARE THAT ) MIGHT BE CRITICISED FOR DEALING ONLY WITH 
THE  %NGLISH  ASPECT  OF  THE  +3  3TRATEGY  -Y  RESPONSE  IS 
THAT MY GENERAL IMPRESSION OF THE WAYS IN WHICH THE OTHER 
ASPECTS  OF  THE  3TRATEGY  HAVE  BEEN  TAKEN  UP  AT +EY 3TAGE 
  ARE  RATHER  DIFFERENT  AND  THAT  THOSE  COMING  FROM  OTHER 
SUBJECT  AREAS  REGARD  THEM  WITH  SOME  INTEREST  OR  AT  LEAST 
LESS IRRITATION ) WOULD ALSO AGREE THAT  THE ,ITERACY !CROSS 
THE #URRICULUM MATERIALS AND THE MATERIALS ABOUT TEACHING 
PUPILS WITH %NGLISH AS AN !DDITIONAL ,ANGUAGE ARE USEFUL 
FOR  THOSE  TEACHERS  AND  SCHOOLS  WHO  HAVE  MANAGED  TO 
AVOID  EVEN  A  BRIEF  CONSIDERATION OF  THESE  IMPORTANT  AREAS 
SINCE  THE  PUBLICATION  OF  THE "ULLOCK 2EPORT  IN   -Y 
ARGUMENT IS WITH THE %NGLISHSPECIFIC ASPECT OF THE 3TRATEGY 
n  BEGINNING  WITH  THE  PROLIFERATION  OF  FLAWED  MATERIALS 
WITHIN A FLAWED MODEL OF #0$
! &LAWED -ODEL
4HERE ARE AT  LEAST  FOUR  FEATURES OF  THE +3%3 AS A MODEL 
OF  #0$  THAT  ARE  SERIOUSLY  FLAWED  AND  THAT  SHOULD  CAUSE 
CONCERN 4HE FIRST IS THAT LIKE THE .,3 BEFORE IT THE +3%3 
IS FOCUSING ON CLASSROOM ROUTINES AND PRACTICES RATHER THAN 
TEACHERS  UNDERLYING  KNOWLEDGE  OF  LANGUAGE  AND  LITERACY 
DEVELOPMENT  ASSESSMENT  AND  PEDAGOGY  4EACHERS  ARE 
TOLD THAT A THREE OR FOUR PART  LESSON THE @RIGHT NUMBER OF 
PARTS  SEEMS  TO  VARY	  IS  A  GOOD  THING  AND  THAT  THIS  SHOULD 
INVOLVE  @INTERACTIVE  STARTERS  FOLLOWED BY  SOME MODELLING 
OR DEMONSTRATION @GUIDED ACTIVITY AND A PLENARY 4IME IS 
FAIRLY  IMPORTANT  IT  SAYS  OR  RATHER  @PACE  MISINTERPRETED 
AS  SPEED	  ALTHOUGH  )  SUPPOSE WE  SHOULD BE GRATEFUL  THAT 
UNLIKE +3 AND +3 THERE ISNT A CLOCK TO STICK TO 4HERE 
IS NO SERIOUS ATTENTION TO THE PEDAGOGIC RATIONALE FOR THESE 
ROUTINES NOR TO THE IMPLICIT THEORIES OF LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 
DEVELOPMENT  4HIS  MAY  BE  BECAUSE  THERE  IS  NO  PROPER 
RATIONALE WHY TEN MINUTES FOR A STARTER WHY AT @WORD AND 
SENTENCE  LEVEL WHY  UNRELATED  TO  THE MAIN  LESSON	 "UT 
IN THE BRIEF EXAMPLES )VE GIVEN ABOVE ONE CAN IMAGINE A 
THOUGHTFUL PROGRAMME OF #0$ THAT TACKLED THE UNDERLYING 
PEDAGOGIC  ISSUES  ENCOURAGING  EXPERIMENTATION  AT  THE 
OPENING  OF  LESSONS  TO  ENGAGE  PUPILS  INTERESTS  TO  BUILD 
ON PREVIOUS UNDERSTANDINGS  AND DEVELOP NEW KNOWLEDGE 
MODELLING WRITTEN COMPOSITION WITH PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO 
FIELD  THE  WORDS  AND  PHRASES  ASSOCIATED  WITH  A  PARTICULAR 
TOPIC	  AND  TENOR  THE  RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  THE WRITER  AND 
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THE  READER	 AND HOW THIS  RELATES  TO MODE  THE  FORM OF  THE 
COMMUNICATION	 4HIS  APPROACH WOULD  TAKE  LANGUAGE AND 
TEACHING  A  LOT  MORE  SERIOUSLY  THAN  THE  PRESSURE  TO  MAKE 
A  RD  ATTEMPT  AT  IDENTIFYING  ADJECTIVES  ON  THE  LID  OF  AN 
ICECREAM  TUB  MINI WHITE  BOARDS  HAVE  SUDDENLY  BECOME 
RATHER EXPENSIVE	 OR TEACHING GENRE AS A FOSSILISED FORM OF 
LANGUAGE UTTERLY DISCONNECTED FROM SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS
3ERIOUS  ATTEMPTS  TO  RAISE  STANDARDS  IN  LITERACY  AND 
%NGLISH  PAY  SERIOUS  ATTENTION  TO  WHAT  TEACHERS  KNOW 
HOW  THEY  INTERPRET WHAT  THEIR  PUPILS  KNOW  AND  HOW  THEY 
CAN  EXTEND  THEIR  TEACHING  REPERTOIRE  TO MEET  THEIR  PUPILS 
NEEDS 4HIS IS A LESSON THAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN LEARNED FROM 
THE .,3 AS THE /NTARIO )NSTITUTE FOR 3TUDIES IN %DUCATION 
/)3%	 EVALUATION CONFIRMS %ARL ET AL  n	
4HE  SECOND  FLAW  IN  THE +3%3 MODEL  IS WHAT  )  HAVE 
REFERRED  TO  AS  ITS  MONOLITHIC  ONESIZEFITSALL  APPROACH 
DELIVERED  ALWAYS  @DELIVERED  SOMETIMES  @ROLLED  OUT 
NEVER FOR EXAMPLE @DEVELOPED	 BY AN ENORMOUS NUMBER 
OF  CONSULTANTS  AND  REGIONAL  COORDINATORS  SOMETIMES 
EXCELLENT  TEACHERS  ATTRACTED  TO  THE  JOB  BY  HIGHER  SALARIES 
AND  THE  POSSIBILITY  OF  A  BREAK  FROM  THE  CLASSROOM !S  A 
MEMBER  OF  .!4%S  MANAGEMENT  COMMITTEE  AND  AS  A 
TEACHER EDUCATOR  ) HAVE BEEN  TOLD ABOUT AND HAVE MYSELF 
OBSERVED  UMPTEEN  OCCASIONS  WHEN  %NGLISH  DEPARTMENTS 
AND IN SOME CASES WHOLE SCHOOLS	 HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED TO 
THE WORST  ASPECTS  OF  THIS MODEL  FOR  EXAMPLE  A  DAYLONG 
@DEATHBYOVERHEAD SCENARIO  IN WHICH QUESTIONS FROM THE 
TEACHERS  n  @IF  THERE  REALLY MUST  BE  QUESTIONS  n  HAVE  TO 
BE  WRITTEN  ON  POSTIT  NOTES  AND  STUCK  ON  THE  WALL  DURING 
COFFEE  TIME  THE  CONSULTANT  SELECTING  WHICH  QUESTIONS  TO 
ANSWER  /R  THE  MECHANICAL  REPRODUCTION  OF  THE  PREPARED 
SCRIPT  TRAINING  MANUALS  ALWAYS  COME  WITH  A  SCRIPT  AS 
WELL  AS  THE  OVERHEAD  TRANSPARENCIES	  BY  CONSULTANTS  WHO 
ARE  UNABLE  TO  ANSWER  THE  QUESTIONS  POSED  BY  TEACHERS 
BECAUSE THE ANSWERS ARENT IN THE SCRIPT AND THEY ARE EITHER 
TOO  FRIGHTENED  OR  TOO  IGNORANT  TO  VENTURE  A  GUESS  4HESE 
EXPERIENCES  LEAVE  TEACHERS  BORED  FRUSTRATED  AND  ANGRY 
AND  IT WOULD  SEEM  IMPORTANT  THAT  TEACHERS  SHOULDNT  FEEL 
LIKE  THIS  IF  THEY ARE  TO WORK AT  THEIR BEST WITH PUPILS "UT 
THESE OCCASIONS ALSO INDICATE A FLAWED MODEL BECAUSE THEY 
DONT TAKE ANY ACCOUNT OF WHAT TEACHERS ALREADY KNOW AND 
DO  WELL  AND  WHAT  THEY  WOULD  LIKE  TO  KNOW  MORE  ABOUT 
IN  ORDER  TO MAKE  IMPROVEMENTS  .O  THE  +3%3  DOESNT 
WORK LIKE THAT AT ALL 4EACHERS ALL RECEIVE THE SAME TRAINING 
AND  PUPILS  ALL  PUPILS  SHOULD  RECEIVE  THE  SAME  TEACHING 
ROUTINES  )  SAY  @SHOULD  HERE  BECAUSE  MY  IMPRESSION  IS 
STILL  THAT THE VAST MAJORITY OF %NGLISH TEACHERS DONT DO AS 
THEYRE TOLD 4HANK GOODNESS
!T  .!4%S  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  THIS  YEAR  THERE  WAS  A 
LIVELY  DEBATE  ON  THE  MOTION  THAT  THE  .,3  AND  +3%3 
HAD  CONTRIBUTED  POSITIVELY  TO  %NGLISH  TEACHING  OVER  THE 
LAST  FIVE YEARS 4HE MOTION WAS PASSED BY QUITE A MARGIN 
BUT  MY  IMPRESSION  WAS  THAT  THE  SPEAKERS  FOR  THE  MOTION 
WERE  INDULGING  IN  A  LITTLE  RHETORICAL  FOREPLAY  AND WERENT 
REALLY  CONVINCED  BY  THEIR  OWN  ARGUMENTS  /NE  SPEAKER 
TALKED  ABOUT  THE  EXCELLENT  WORK  OF  SOME  CONSULTANTS 
AND  REGIONAL  COORDINATORS  IN  MEDIATING  THE  +3%3  AND 
HOW  THEY  SELECTED  THE  BEST  FROM WHAT WAS  ON  OFFER 4HIS 
SPEAKER  TALKED  OF  TEACHERS  @MINDFORGED  MANACLES 
IN  RELATION  TO  THE  +3%3  THAT  THOSE  WHO  WERE  CRITICAL 
WERE  SEEING  ILLUSORY  RESTRICTIONS  ON  THEIR  PROFESSIONAL 
AUTONOMY ) COULDNT DISAGREE MORE !LTHOUGH ) RECOGNISE 
THAT  SOME  LOCAL AUTHORITY ADVISORY  TEAMS HAVE MADE  THEIR 
OWN  INTERPRETATION  OF  THE  MATERIALS  THEY  ARE  JUST  THAT 
n  EXCEPTIONAL  AND  SELECTIVE  INTERPRETATIONS  THAT  IGNORE 
THE  INTENT  OF  THE  +3%3  INSCRIBED  BY  THE  GOVERNMENT 
AND  INTERPRETATIONS  THAT  ARE  INEVITABLY  SITUATED WITHIN  THIS 
FLAWED TOPDOWN MODEL 2ECENTLY n AND IN STARK CONTRAST TO 
THE PILOT AND THE .,3 n THE GOVERNMENT HAS PROPOSED SOME 
@FLEXIBILITY  IN  INTERPRETATION  ALTHOUGH  THIS  HAS  USUALLY 
COME  DOWN  TO  ACKNOWLEDGING  THAT  SOME  LESSONS  NEEDNT 
HAVE  STARTER  ACTIVITIES  AND  THAT  WHEN  THERE  ARE  STARTERS 
THEY  CAN  IN  FACT  BE  RELATED  TO  THE  REST  OF  THE  LESSON 4HIS 
ISNT GENUINE FLEXIBILITY IT IS A WEAK RESPONSE TO FEEDBACK 
FROM THE PILOT AND IT PERPETUATES A CHAIN OF AUTHORITY AND A 
HIERARCHY  OF  KNOWLEDGE  THAT  ALWAYS  PUTS  THE  GOVERNMENT 
AND  ITS  +3%3  DOCUMENTS  AT  THE  TOP  3UGGESTING  THAT 
TEACHERS  BE  @MORE  FLEXIBLE  GIVES  NO  GUIDANCE  TO  PEOPLE 
WHO HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT THEY MUST BE GUIDED
/NE WOULD HAVE THOUGHT THAT THE EXPERIENCE OF THE ./& 
)#4  INITIATIVE  AND  ITS  EVALUATION  BY  /FSTED  WOULD  HAVE 
GIVEN THE GOVERNMENT PAUSE OVER YET ANOTHER INITIATIVE THAT 
SEEKS  TO  TRANSFORM  TEACHING AND  LEARNING  A KEY PRINCIPLE 
OF THE +3 3TRATEGY AS A WHOLE	 4HERE ARE SOME SIGNIFICANT 
SIMILARITIES IN DESIGN A MASSIVE INJECTION OF PUBLIC MONEY 
a MILLION  FROM  THE .ATIONAL  ,OTTERY  IN ./&S  CASE	 
HIGH  LEVELS  OF  COERCION  ON  SCHOOLS  AND  TEACHERS  TO  TAKE 
PART  A  SET  OF  NATIONAL  UNIFORM  @EXPECTED  OUTCOMES  OF 
THE  TRAINING  AN  ARMY  OF  TRAINERS  ORGANISED  NATIONALLY 
THROUGH  A  SYSTEM  OF  TRAINING  PROVIDERS  /F  COURSE  THERE 
ARE  DIFFERENCES  THERE  WAS  NO  CURRICULUM  PRESCRIPTION 
INVOLVED FOR PUPILS WITH ./& THE TRAINERS WERE EMPLOYED 
BY PRIVATE COMPANIES THAT SCHOOLS CONTRACTED TO UNDERTAKE 
THE  TRAINING  ./&  TRAINING  HAD  TO  BE  UNDERTAKEN  OUTSIDE 
THE  SCHOOL DAY  AND  SO ON "UT  THE  LESSON OF ./&  IS  THAT 
YOU CAN BLOW AN AWFUL LOT OF PUBLIC MONEY ON TOPDOWN 
NATIONAL  TRAINING  WITHOUT  HAVING  MUCH  IMPACT  AT  ALL  ON 
PUPILS LEARNING OR STANDARDS IN SCHOOLS /FSTED 	
4HE  THIRD  FEATURE OF  THE +3%3  THAT MARKS  IT OUT AS A 
FLAWED MODEL IS THAT RHETORICALLY IT CONSISTENTLY REWRITES OR 
ERASES THE CURRENT AND PREVIOUS ACHIEVEMENTS AND SUCCESSES 
OF %NGLISH TEACHERS 4HIS IS SOMETIMES THE MOST RIDICULOUS 
ASPECT OF  THE 3TRATEGY n  IN ORDER  TO GIVE  SIGNIFICANCE AND 
MEANING  TO  THE  ENORMOUS  WORK  INVOLVED  )  DONT  DENY 
THAT  THE  +3%3  PEOPLE  WORK  VERY  HARD	  AND  THE  HUGE 
AMOUNTS OF MONEY INVESTED THOSE WITH SOME RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR  OR  ALLEGIANCE  TO  IT  FREQUENTLY  PRETEND  THAT  BEFORE  THE 
+3%3S  EXISTENCE  THERE  WAS  SOME  KIND  OF  INTELLECTUAL 
AND  PEDAGOGICAL  VACUUM  IN  %NGLISH  TEACHING  THAT  IT  HAS 
FILLED  WITH  NEWLYDISCOVERED  DELIGHTS  #ONSULTANTS  AND 
COORDINATORS ARE OFTEN HEARD TO SAY @7E ALL KNOW %NGLISH 
TEACHERS WERENT VERY GOOD AT  THIS MEANING SOME ASPECT 
OF  EXPLICIT  TEACHING  ABOUT  LANGUAGE  4HESE  COMMENTS 
FREQUENTLY  CARRY  A  VENEER  OF  CREDIBILITY  BECAUSE  THESE 
PEOPLE  WERE  ONCE  %NGLISH  TEACHERS  THEMSELVES  AND  OFTEN 
VERY  GOOD  ONES  n WHICH  COMPOUNDS  THE  TRAGEDY  BECAUSE 
THEY  HAVE  BEEN  REMOVED  FROM  SCHOOLS WHERE  THEIR WORK 
WAS OF SUCH DIRECT IMPORTANCE TO OTHER TEACHERS AND PUPILS 
TO SPOUT THIS SORT OF REVISIONIST CLAPTRAP IN THE BASEMENTS OF 
FOUR  STAR  HOTELS  )T  BECOMES  EVEN MORE  FALLACIOUS WHEN  A 
PICTURE OF STANDARDS IN LITERACY AND %NGLISH TEACHING BEFORE 
THE 3TRATEGY IS PAINTED THAT ATTEMPTS TO SHOW WHAT MASSIVE 
IMPROVEMENTS  IN  ACHIEVEMENT  HAVE  BEEN  MADE  SINCE  ITS 
INTRODUCTION
0HILIP  0ULLMAN  WAS  THE  KEYNOTE  SPEAKER  AT  .!4%S 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE IN  (E WAS HIGHLY CRITICAL OF THE 
.,3 AND THE +3%3 ! WEEK OR SO AFTER THE CONFERENCE A 
SHORT EXTRACT FROM 0ULLMANS SPEECH APPEARED IN THE 4IMES 
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%DUCATIONAL  3UPPLEMENT  4HE  REACTION  IN  THE  /PINION 
AND  ,ETTERS  PAGES  WAS  PREDICTABLE  )NDEED  THE  .ATIONAL 
$IRECTOR  FOR  THE  .,3  AND  THE  $IRECTOR  OF  THE  +3%3 
READILY  RESPOND  TO  CRITICISMS  IN  THE  PRESS  4HEIR  LETTERS 
INDICATE NOT ONLY A GENERAL HOSTILITY TO ANY SORT OF CRITICISM 
BUT  ALSO  REVEAL  A  PARTICULAR  FRUSTRATION  WITH  WHAT  IS  SEEN 
AS  ANY  ATTEMPT  TO  INTERRUPT  OR  INTERFERE  WITH  THE  CONTROL 
OF  TEACHERS  BEHAVIOUR  AND  THE  CONTROL  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF 
%NGLISH TEACHING RIGHTS THAT ARE SEEN AS EXCLUSIVELY THOSE 
OF @4HE 3TRATEGY 4HEY ARE OFTEN SUPPORTED BY THEIR LOCAL 
CONSULTANTS !PPEARING  IN  THE  SAME EDITION OF  THE 4%3  AS 
LETTERS  CRITICISING  0ULLMANS  PICECE  WAS  AN  ARTICLE  BY  A 
@LITERACY STRATEGY MANAGER FROM -ILTON +EYNES $ECLARING 
0ULLMANS  CRITICISM  TO  BE  @COLOURFUL  BUT  MISDIRECTED 
HOW  GENEROUS	  WE WERE  OFFERED  THE  FOLLOWING  @REVISED 
VERSION
)T IS WORTH REMEMBERING EXACTLY WHAT THE LITERACY 
STRATEGY WAS DESIGNED TO CHANGE "EFORE  THE 
TEACHING OF READING AND WRITING AND SPEAKING AND 
LISTENING	 IN %NGLISH PRIMARY SCHOOLS WAS A LOTTERY 
!CROSS THE COUNTRY WAS A HITANDMISS INCOHERENT 
SITUATION WITH ENORMOUS TIME GIVEN TO MUCH PRACTICE 
OF WRITING AND GENERAL ACQUAINTANCESHIP WITH BOOKS 
MOSTLY NARRATIVE FICTION WITH ALARMINGLY LITTLE NON
FICTION	 BUT WHERE VIRTUALLY NO TEACHING OR LEARNING 
OF THOSE VITAL SKILLS TOOK PLACE BEYOND KEY STAGE  
! FEW TEACHERS PLANNED CHALLENGING PROGRESSIVE 
PROGRAMMES OF LANGUAGE AND LITERACY DEVELOPMENT BUT 
IN INSUFFICIENT NUMBERS $EAN  P 	
4HERE  IS  NO  EVIDENCE  TO  JUSTIFY  THIS  ASSERTION  )  CAN  FIND 
NO  RESEARCH PROGRAMME  THAT  COULD  CLAIM  TO  GENERALISE  ITS 
FINDINGS  TO  SUCH  A  DEGREE !ND  IF  WE  REGARD  THE  /FSTED 
DATABASE  AS  ANOTHER  RELIABLE  SOURCE  OF  INFORMATION  THE 
INSPECTION  EVIDENCE  DOESNT  SUPPORT  THIS  ASSERTION  EITHER 
)N FACT THE ANNUAL (-#) REPORTS FOR THE YEARS IMMEDIATELY 
PRIOR TO  WOULD APPEAR TO SUPPORT THE VIEW THAT %NGLISH 
WAS TAUGHT WELL IN THE PRIMARY AND SECONDARY PHASE AND n 
COMPARED TO SOME OTHER SUBJECTS n THE STANDARDS OBSERVED 
WERE  FAIRLY CONSISTENT AND AT +3  RISING  !ND YES  ) DO 
RECOGNISE THAT  THIS WAS NO REASON TO BE COMPLACENT	 4HIS 
IS A GOOD EXAMPLE OF THE RHETORIC ASSOCIATED WITH THE RECENT 
NATIONAL INTERVENTIONS IN LITERACY AND %NGLISH TEACHING 4O 
BE  CHARITABLE  THIS  COULD  BE  INTERPRETED  AS  SIMPLY  ANOTHER 
ASPECT OF THE ONGOING ATTEMPT TO REBRAND %NGLISH TEACHING 
IN  THE .,3+3%3 MOULD !  CRITIC MIGHT  ARGUE  THAT  THIS 
INSIDIOUS  BLEND  OF  COMMODIFICATION  AND  REVISIONISM  IS 
PROFOUNDLY ANTIDEMOCRATIC
-OREOVER  THESE  RHETORICAL  STRATEGIES  OF  REVISION  AND 
ERASURE ON THE PART OF THE +3%3 ARE DAMAGING FOR REASONS 
SIMILAR TO THOSE ) OUTLINED EARLIER TO WORK SUCCESSFULLY WITH 
PUPILS IN CLASSROOMS AND TO RAISE STANDARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT 
TEACHERS  NEED  TO  FEEL  THAT  THEY  ARE  KNOWLEDGEABLE  AND 
SKILFUL  TO MAKE  IMPROVEMENTS  IN  PRACTICE  TEACHERS  NEED 
TO CONNECT WITH AN EXISTING KNOWLEDGE BASE  INFORMED BY 
RESEARCH PRACTICE AND SCHOLARSHIP OVER MANY DECADES ANY 
#0$ SHOULD ACKNOWLEDGE  THAT  THERE ARE DIFFERENT WAYS  IN 
WHICH TEACHERS MIGHT WORK FOR IMPROVEMENT AND THAT THESE 
WILL  OFTEN  DEPEND  ON  FACTORS  THAT  ARE  LOCAL  AND  SPECIFIC 
4EACHERS  HAVE  THE  RIGHT  TO  DRAW  ON  THEIR  PROFESSIONAL 
HISTORY  AND  IDENTITY  4HE  PROFESSIONAL  DEVELOPMENT  OF 
TEACHERS n AND CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT n SHOULD WORK FROM 
WHAT TEACHERS ALREADY KNOW WELL AND DO WELL AND WHAT THE 
EVIDENCE  TELLS  US  ABOUT  THE  ACHIEVEMENT  AND  ENGAGEMENT 
OF PUPILS 4HERE IS NO NEED TO RUBBISH OR EXCISE SIGNIFICANT 
PRIOR ACHIEVEMENT ON THE PART OF %NGLISH TEACHERS NOR ANY 
NEED  TO  TRY  TO  REFASHION  THE  PROFESSION  TO  CREATE  A  NEW 
MODEL  ARMY  WHO  JUDGE  THEIR  SUCCESS  BY  THEIR  DEGREE  OF 
RHETORICAL  COMPLIANCE !  NATIONAL  TOPDOWN  INTERVENTION 
THAT  PRIZES  UNIFORMITY  THAT  EXPECTS  OBEDIENCE  THAT  IS  NOT 
INTERESTED IN CHANGING MINDS JUST BEHAVIOURS AND REWRITES 
HISTORY  TO  JUSTIFY  ITS  ACTIONS n NOW WHERE AND WHEN HAVE 
WE  SEEN  THAT  BEFORE 9OU MIGHT  THINK  THAT  TO  USE  THE  @T 
WORD IN THIS CONTEXT IS PUTTING IT TOO STRONGLY OTHERS WOULD 
DISAGREE AND INDEED (ENRIETTA $OMBEY USED @TOTALITARIAN 
IN  RELATION  TO  THE PRIMARY .,3 A  FEW YEARS AGO $OMBEY 
	 ) THINK THAT THERE ARE ASPECTS OF THE +3%3 THAT GIVE 
THE SAME IMPRESSION 4HE DIFFERENCE IN MY VIEW IS THAT IN 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS THESE STRATEGIES ARE OFTEN LIKELY TO LOOK 
RIDICULOUS
4HE FOURTH FEATURE OF THE +3%3 THAT MARKS IT OUT AS A 
FLAWED MODEL OF #0$ IS ITS LINKAGE TO APPARENTLY ARBITRARY 
NATIONAL  TARGETS  FOR  EXPECTED  ACHIEVEMENTS  IN  THE  END  OF 
+3  TESTS  ) WILL  COME BACK  TO  THIS  ISSUE OF  TARGETSETTING 
LATER  IN  THIS ESSAY BUT WILL NOW TURN  TO A CONSIDERATION OF 
THE +3%3S TRAINING MATERIALS
4HE &LAWED -ATERIALS
%VEN  IF  ONE  SUPPORTED  THE +3%3 MODEL  OF  #0$  n  AS  A 
NECESSARY  SHORTTERM  MEASURE  THAT  MADE  A  FEW  TARGETED 
INTERVENTIONS  ACROSS  THE  WHOLE  OF  THE  %NGLISHTEACHING 
POPULATION  n  THERE  SHOULD  STILL  BE  SERIOUS  CONCERN  OVER 
THE QUALITY OF THE MATERIALS THAT ARE ARRIVING IN SCHOOLS ON 
AN  ALMOST  A  WEEKLY  BASIS  %ARLY  TRAINING  VIDEOS  FOR  THE 
+3%3 WERE SO OBSESSED WITH EMPHASISING THE 3TRATEGYS 
MISINTERPRETATION  OF  PACE  AND  INTERACTIVITY  THAT  SEVERAL  OF 
THE FEATURED TEACHERS WERE PUT IN THE AWKWARD POSITION OF 
BEING REPRESENTED AS FINGERCLICKING MONSTERS ) RECALL ONE 
VIDEO  IN PARTICULAR  IN WHICH A  CLASS OF  LESS  FLUENT  READERS 
AND  WRITERS  IN  9EAR    WAS  BEING  TAUGHT  HOW  TO  WRITE  A 
RECIPE /N THE TABLES IN FRONT OF THEM THEY WERE PRESENTED 
WITH  A WIDE  VARIETY  OF  RECIPE  BOOKS  FROM MANY  DIFFERENT 
AUTHORS 4HEIR TEACHER ASKED THEM TO CONSULT THESE TEXTS TO 
FAMILIARISE THEMSELVES WITH @THE FEATURES OF RECIPES n AND 
GAVE THEM JUST TWO MINUTES TO DO SO 3UCH A RICH COLLECTION 
OF  RESOURCES  MERITED  SERIOUS  ATTENTION  AND  )  CAN  ONLY 
IMAGINE THAT THE PRESSURE TO DEMONSTRATE @PACE OBLITERATED 
EVERYTHING  ELSE  4HE  TEACHER  THEN  TAUGHT  THAT  RECIPES 
CONSISTED  OF  A  SERIES  OF  IMPERATIVE  SENTENCES  )F  ONLY  THE 
CHILDREN HAD HAD TIME TO LOOK THROUGH RECIPE BOOKS BY THE 
LIKES  OF  *AMIE /LIVER .IGELLA ,AWSON $ELIA  3MITH -RS 
"EETON  %LIZABETH $AVID  ETC  THEN  )M  NOT  SURE  THAT  THE 
LESSON  WOULD  HAVE  FOCUSED  ON  IMPERATIVES !GAIN  )  CAN 
ONLY IMAGINE THAT THE PRESSURE TO MAKE A LITTLE GRAMMATICAL 
KNOWLEDGE VISIBLE  TO  THE CLASS  AND ON VIDEO	 PUSHED  THE 
TEACHER INTO THIS POSITION
/NE  CAN  SPECULATE  ABOUT  WHY  THE  MATERIALS  VARY  IN 
QUALITY SO MUCH n THE SMALL NUMBER OF PEOPLE INVOLVED IN 
PRODUCING  THEM  THE  RAPID  TURNAROUND  TIME  FROM  DRAFT  TO 
PUBLICATION ETC n BUT THERE HAVE BEEN SOME TRULY APPALLING 
EXAMPLES 4HERE HAS BEEN MUCH CONCERN RECENTLY OVER THE 
NEW  FORMAT  FOR  THE  END  OF  +EY  3TAGE    TESTS  IN  %NGLISH 
PUBLISHED BY THE 1#! ,ESS ATTENTION HOWEVER HAS BEEN 
PAID  TO  THE @9EAR  BOOSTER KIT  $F%3 	 PROVIDED AS 
PREPARATION  FOR  THE  TEST BY  THE +3%3 AND  ) NOW WANT  TO 
LOOK BRIEFLY AT THIS RESOURCE AS ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF THE KIND 
OF FLAWED MATERIALS ) AM TALKING ABOUT
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$URING  THE  3PRING  TERM  OF    )  SPENT  A  GOOD  DEAL 
OF  TIME  IN  9EAR    LESSONS  OBSERVING  EXTREMELY  GOOD 
STUDENT TEACHERS USING PARTS OF THIS KIT ! MAIN FOCUS IS ON 
PREPARATION FOR THE +EY 3TAGE  2EADING PAPER )N A SERIES 
OF PREPLANNED  LESSONS  IT  IS  SUGGESTED  THAT  TEACHERS  TEACH 
THE TECHNIQUES OF SKIMMING AND SCANNING )N ONE EXAMPLE 
THEY ARE ASKED TO APPLY THESE TECHNIQUES TO AN EXTRACT FROM 
AN )AN -C%WAN NOVEL ) SAW THIS LESSON FOUR TIMES
)T BECAME OBVIOUS TO THE PUPILS IN THE LESSONS ) OBSERVED 
AND  TO  THEIR  TEACHERSINTRAINING	  THAT  THE  TECHNIQUE  OF 
@SKIMMING n READING THE FIRST SENTENCE OF EACH PARAGRAPH 
FOCUSING ON WORDS IN THE CENTRE OF THE PAGE n SIMPLY ISNT 
USEFUL  IN  RELATION  TO  NARRATIVE  OR  LITERARY  TEXTS  3KIMMING 
AND SCANNING WERE DEVELOPED IN THE S WITH REFERENCE 
TO  INFORMATION  TEXTS  THE  STRUCTURE  n  SYNTACTICALLY  AND 
DISCURSIVELY  n  OF  INFORMATION  OR  NONFICTION  TEXTS  OFTEN 
ALLOWS READERS TO EXTRACT THE GIST IN THIS WAY )T IS DIFFICULT 
TO  SKIM  OR  SCAN  LITERARY  FICTION  FOR  ANYTHING  OTHER  THAN 
THE NAME OF A CHARACTER OR PLACE )N THE PLENARIES TO THESE 
STRANGE BUT WELLTAUGHT LESSONS THE PUPILS THEMSELVES HAVE 
USUALLY VOICED THESE CONCERNS
@-ISS THIS DOESNT WORK WITH A STORY )T WOULD WORK WITH 
A HOLIDAY BROCHURE OR AN INSTRUCTION BOOK BUT NOT A STORY
)NSULT  IS  ADDED  TO  INJURY  IN  THAT  DURING  THE  ALLOTTED 
FIFTEEN MINUTES READING TIME FOR THE 9EAR  2EADING PAPER 
A SAMPLE OF WHICH IS PROVIDED IN THE @"OOSTER PACK	 THE 
PUPILS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO SEE THE QUESTIONS 3KIMMING AND 
SCANNING IS FOR A GIVEN PURPOSE  IF PUPILS ARE NOT ALLOWED 
TO KNOW THE QUESTIONS HOW CAN  THEY POSSIBLY  TELL WHAT  IT 
IS  THEY ARE TO @EXTRACT !ND FOR  THE MOMENT  LETS  IGNORE 
THE  FARCE OF USING AN EXTRACT  FROM %NDURING ,OVE  FOR  THIS 
PURPOSE ALTHOUGH )M TEMPTED TO SUGGEST A SPOOF QUESTION 
THAT  REQUIRES  SCANNING  A  PASSAGE  FROM  4HE  7ASTE  ,AND 
TO  FIND OUT  THE NAME OF  THE HOTEL  AT WHICH -R %UGENIDES 
WANTED TO SPEND THE WEEKEND	 )N SHORT IS THIS THE KIND OF 
CRITICAL  UNDERSTANDING  OF  CULTURE  WE  WISH  TO  TEACH  )SNT 
SOMETHING VERY IMPORTANT SOMETHING THAT SHOULD BE AT THE 
CORE OF THE ENTERPRISE MISSING HERE
)F THE ISSUE IS THE DESIGN OF THE TEST OR TEST PREPARATION 
n  THE  KIND  OF  QUESTIONS  THAT  CAN  BE  MARKED  EASILY  AND 
CONSISTENTLY THE AMOUNT OF READING TO BE COMPLETED WITHIN 
THE  TIME  ALLOTTED  n  THEN  THERE  IS  A  PROBLEM WITH  THE  TEST 
4HE 9EAR  "OOSTER  PACK  SHOULD NOT  ATTEMPT  TO OFFER  BAD 
@SOLUTIONS  THAT 9EAR  PUPILS  THEMSELVES CAN SEE  THROUGH 
7E SHOULD SURELY  RESIST ANY  FURTHER ATTEMPTS  TO DEVELOP A 
CLOSED SYSTEM OF POORLY DESIGNED TESTS SUPPORTED BY FLAWED 
MATERIALS )F THE ISSUE IS THE IMPORTANCE OF MEETING NATIONAL 
TARGETS  FOR  PUPIL  ACHIEVEMENT  IN  %NGLISH  AT +EY  3TAGE   
THEN THE PROBLEM IS WITH THE WAY IN WHICH TARGETSETTING IS 
CURRENTLY ABUSED
4HE 5SES AND !BUSES OF 4ARGETSETTING
$URING  MY  PERIOD  AS  6ICE  #HAIR  OF  .!4%  )  WAS 
APPROACHED  BY  AN  %NGLISH  TEACHER  IN  AN  URBAN 
COMPREHENSIVE  SCHOOL  WHO  WAS  HAVING  A  LITTLE  LOCAL 
DIFFICULTY  WITH  HER  HEADTEACHER  OVER  PUPIL  GROUPING  AND 
AN  APPROPRIATE  CURRICULUM  FOR  LESS  ABLE  PUPILS  IN 9EAR   
4HE HEADTEACHER WANTED %NGLISH GROUPS SET BY ABILITY FROM 
9EAR   ALL  TEACHING HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN MIXED ABILITY  TO 
9EAR 	 AND A BOTTOM SET CREATED IN WHICH ALL THOSE PUPILS 
WHO  HADNT  ACHIEVED  LEVEL    AT  THE  END  OF  +EY  3TAGE   
WOULD  RECEIVE  A  CURRICULUM  CONSISTING  ENTIRELY  OF  THE 
+3%3  ,ITERACY  0ROGRESS  5NITS  ,05S	  4HESE  PROGRESS 
UNITS AS ) MENTIONED BEFORE HAVE BEEN CRITICISED OVER THEIR 
CONTENT  AND METHOD  PARTICULARLY  THE  DUBIOUS  ASSUMPTION 
THAT  IF  STRUGGLING  READERS HAVENT BEEN @CURED BY PHONICS 
AT +EY 3TAGE   THEY SHOULD BE WITHDRAWN AND HAVE MORE 
OF THE SAME UNTIL SOMEHOW IT JUST CLICKS 4O BE FAIR TO THE 
+3%3  THE ,05S WERE NEVER  INTENDED  TO BE USED  IN  THIS 
WAY  WITH  WHOLE  CLASSES  AND  THE  HEADTEACHER  IN  QUESTION 
WAS EVENTUALLY PERSUADED BY THE (EAD OF %NGLISH THAT THIS 
WAS THE CASE AND ALSO THAT THE DISAPPLICATION OF THE .ATIONAL 
#URRICULUM IN %NGLISH TO A VAST GROUP OF NEARLY  PUPILS 
IN 9EAR  WOULD BE A TRICKY ISSUE TO MANAGE
4HE  SCHOOL  IN  QUESTION  HOWEVER  AND  IN  PARTICULAR 
ITS  HEADTEACHER  WAS  COMING  UNDER  ENORMOUS  PRESSURE 
FROM  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  TO  RAISE  WHAT  WERE  SEEN  AS  LOW 
STANDARDS  OF  ACHIEVEMENT  IN  %NGLISH  AT  +EY  3TAGE   
/VERAMBITIOUS  YEARLY  TARGETS  WERE  SET  BY  THE  %NGLISH 
ADVISOR  THE  PRESCRIBED METHOD  OF  ACHIEVING  THESE  WAS  A 
VERY  LITERAL  INTERPRETATION OF  THE +3%3  AND  THE  SCHOOLS 
AND THE DEPARTMENTS PROGRESS WOULD BE CLOSELY MONITORED 
BY THE ,%! !LTHOUGH THE ISSUE OF WHOLE CLASS ,05 USAGE 
HAD BEEN WON %NGLISH TEACHERS IN THE SCHOOL DID GRADUALLY 
CHANGE THE WAY THEY TAUGHT %NGLISH AT +3 AND WHAT THEY 
TAUGHT	  AND  USED  THE  &RAMEWORK  AS MUCH  AS  THEY  COULD 
&OR  WHATEVER  REASON  THEY  FOUND  THAT  PUPIL  BEHAVIOUR 
WORSENED  AND  THAT  THE  PUPILS  SEEMED  DISENGAGED  FROM 
%NGLISH A SUBJECT  THAT HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN A POPULAR AND 
RELATIVELY SUCCESSFUL ONE 4EACHER MORALE DECLINED ! KEY 
INDICATOR OF LOW MORALE IN THIS DEPARTMENT WAS THAT NOBODY 
WANTED TO DO THE SCHOOL PLAY
)  AM  NOT  TRYING  TO  ESTABLISH  A  CAUSAL  RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN  THE  +3%3  AND  THE  ANECDOTAL  EVIDENCE  )  HAVE 
PRESENTED  FROM  ONE  SCHOOL  ABOUT  DECLINING  MORALE  AND 
WORSENING  PUPIL  BEHAVIOUR  "UT  )  WANT  TO  SUGGEST  THAT 
THE  KIND  OF  NUMERICAL  TARGETSETTING  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THIS 
INITIATIVE  IS OFTEN MOST OPPRESSIVE AND COUNTERPRODUCTIVE 
IN  SCHOOLS WHERE  STANDARDS ARE  SEEN  TO BE  LOW  IN  RELATION 
TO NATIONAL AVERAGES BUT WHICH IN FACT WORK EXTREMELY HARD 
TO ADD VALUE  TO PUPILS ACHIEVEMENTS  IN %NGLISH AGAINST A 
BACKGROUND  OF  SOCIAL  DISADVANTAGE  3HOULD  CHILDREN  WHO 
ARE RELUCTANT OR LESS FLUENT READERS AT +3 BE EXTRACTED FROM 
LESSONS TO UNDERGO TWENTY MINUTE SESSIONS OF @IDENTIFY THE 
CONSONANT DIGRAPH JUST BECAUSE A NATIONAL TARGET IS HANGING 
OVER AN %NGLISH DEPARTMENT AND THE SCHOOLS HEADTEACHER 
/R SHOULD THEIR TEACHERS FEEL EMPOWERED TO @DEPART THE TEXT 
AND TRY OUT SOMETHING EXCITING AND IMAGINATIVE IN RELATION 
TO  THE  INDIVIDUAL  PUPILS  NEEDS  SOMETHING  THAT  THE  PUPIL 
WONT HAVE SAT THROUGH MANY MANY TIMES BEFORE
)N  THE  FIRST  FEW  MONTHS  OF    TWO  OFFICIAL  REPORTS 
WERE  PUBLISHED  AND  A  SPEECH  MADE  BY  /FSTEDS  #HIEF 
)NSPECTOR  THAT  OFFERED  CONSTRUCTIVE  CRITICISMS  OF  THE 
GOVERNMENTS  APPROACH  TO  TARGETSETTING  IN  EDUCATION 
4HE /)3%  EVALUATION  OF  THE  FIRST  THREE  YEARS  OF  THE .,3 
CONCLUDED THAT
4HE HIGH POLITICAL PROFILE OF THE  NATIONAL TARGETS 
PROBABLY SKEWED EFFORTS IN THE DIRECTION OF ACTIVITIES 
n SOME OF THEM MISINFORMED AND COUNTERPRODUCTIVE 
n THAT WERE INTENDED TO LEAD TO INCREASES IN THE ONE 
HIGHLY PUBLICISED SCORE    7E CAUTION THAT SETTING EVEN 
HIGHER NATIONAL TARGETS MAY NO LONGER SERVE TO MOBILISE 
AND MOTIVATE     %ARL ET AL  P 	
) WOULD SUGGEST THAT THE SKEWING OF THE %NGLISH CURRICULUM 
AT  +3  IS  ALREADY  APPARENT  IN  MANY  CLASSROOMS  AND 
SCHOOLS  THE MISUSE  OF  THE ,05S  AND  THE 9EAR    @BOOSTER 
PACK  BEING  JUST  TWO  EXAMPLES  4HE  DEMOTIVATING  AND 
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SAPPING  ASPECTS  OF  MECHANICALLY  APPLIED  TARGETS 
WERE ALSO CRITICISED IN THE /FSTED #HIEF )NSPECTORS SPEECH 
TO  THE  .ORTH  OF  %NGLAND  %DUCATION  CONFERENCE  WHEN  HE 
OBSERVED THAT TARGETS NOW OPERATED @MORE AS A THREAT THAN A 
MOTIVATOR 3HAW  	
&OR  THE LAST FIVE YEARS  THE ARGUMENT HAS BEEN THAT  THE 
PROCESS  OF  SETTING  AMBITIOUS  TARGETS  AND  @ROLLING  OUT  A 
MASSIVE  INTERVENTION  PROGRAMME  WAS  THE  MOST  EFFECTIVE 
WAY  OF  RAISING  STANDARDS  OF  ATTAINMENT  4HE    +3 
TARGET OF  OF PUPILS ACHIEVING ,EVEL  OR ABOVE HAS STILL 
NOT BEEN ACHIEVED IN %NGLAND DESPITE THE ENORMOUS EFFORTS 
OF THE .,3 !ND IN /FSTEDS EVALUATION OF THE SECOND YEAR 
OF THE +3 3TRATEGY THERE IS THE STARK JUDGEMENT THAT
4HERE IS AS YET NO EVIDENCE OF WIDESPREAD SIGNIFICANT 
IMPROVEMENT IN +EY 3TAGE  TEST RESULTS IN %NGLISH AND 
MATHEMATICS IN THE SCHOOLS INVOLVED IN THE PILOT SINCE 
3EPTEMBER  /FSTED  P 	
)N -AY THIS YEAR IN WHAT CAN EITHER BE SEEN AS A DEVASTATING 
ADMISSION  OF  FAILURE  OR  A  SHREWD  POLITICAL  MANOEUVRE 
#HARLES  #LARKE  SCRAPPED  THE   +3  LITERACY  TARGET  OF 
  OF  PUPILS  ACHIEVING  LEVEL    OR  ABOVE  POSTPONING  IT 
TO    PRESUMABLY  AFTER  THE  NEXT 'ENERAL %LECTION	 !T 
+3  IT  SEEMS  THEYVE  FINALLY  REALISED  THAT  THE  NUMBERS 
GAME IS A DANGEROUS AND SILLY ONE
3O  IN %NGLAND  THERE  IS NO EVIDENCE OF MEETING  THESE 
NATIONAL  TARGETS  IN  EITHER  THE  PRIMARY  PHASE  .,3	  AFTER 
THREE YEARS  OR  IN  THE +3 %NGLISH PILOT  SCHOOLS  AFTER  TWO 
YEARS !ND IN THE OPINION OF THE /)3% TEAM EVALUATING THE 
.,3  AND  /FSTEDS  #HIEF  )NSPECTOR  TARGETS  ARE  NOW  SEEN 
TO  BE  OPERATING  MORE  AS  A  STICK  THAN  A  CARROT  AND  MOST 
IMPORTANTLY  ARE  LEADING  TO  MISINFORMED  AND  COUNTER
PRODUCTIVE  ACTIVITIES  IN  CLASSROOMS  3URELY  THE  TIME  HAS 
COME  TO  DITCH  THESE  FLAWED  ANTIPROFESSIONAL  STRATEGIES 
AT  +3  AND  TO  SEEK  ALTERNATIVE  WAYS  IN  WHICH  TO  RAISE 
STANDARDS  AND  TO  FULFIL  THE  GOVERNMENTS  STATED  AIM  OF 
TRANSFORMING TEACHING AND LEARNING
$EVOLVING %NGLISH
4HROUGHOUT  THIS  ESSAY  )  HAVE  REFERRED  TO  A  @NATIONAL 
INITIATIVE  IN  RELATION  TO  THE +3%3  )N  THE  CONTEXT  OF  THE 
5NITED +INGDOM AS A WHOLE  THIS  ISNT  TRUE OF COURSE AND 
NEVER  HAS  BEEN  FOR  3COTLAND  AND  .ORTHERN  )RELAND  4HE 
CASE  OF 7ALES  IS  RATHER  DIFFERENT  HOWEVER  AND  SINCE  THE 
FIRST DEVOLVED ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT WAS FORMED IN  
THE  CONTRAST  BETWEEN  EDUCATION  POLICY  IN  %NGLAND  AND 
7ALES  HAS  BECOME  INCREASINGLY  STARK  &OR  THE  PURPOSE  OF 
MY  ARGUMENT  HERE  THOUGH  )  WANT  TO  CONCENTRATE  ON  THE 
DIFFERENT  MEANS  BY  WHICH  THE  %NGLISH  AND  7ELSH  HAVE 
SOUGHT TO MEET THE SAME TARGET FOR IMPROVEMENTS IN LITERACY 
AT +3 THAT IS THAT  OF PUPILS WOULD ACHIEVE AT ,EVEL  
IN %NGLISH BY THE END OF +EY 3TAGE  IN  4HE FAILURE 
TO ACHIEVE THIS TARGET IN %NGLAND HAS BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH 
%STELLE -ORRISS DECISION TO RESIGN AS %DUCATION 3ECRETARY 
AND  HAD  TO  BE  EXPLAINED  AWAY  RATHER  CAREFULLY  )N 7ALES 
THE SAME TARGET WAS MET n AND FROM A LOWER STARTING POINT 
!ND THE .,3 CAN MAKE ABSOLUTELY NO CLAIM ON THIS SUCCESS 
AS  THE .,3 HAS NEVER OPERATED  IN 7ALES 3O HOW DID  THE 
7ELSH !SSEMBLY SUPPORT THIS IMPROVEMENT IN STANDARDS OF 
ATTAINMENT AT +3
7ITHOUT  WANTING  TO  SET  UP  7ALES  AS  AN  EDUCATIONAL 
NIRVANA  IT  IS  POSSIBLE  TO  DISCERN  SEVERAL  IMPORTANT 
DIFFERENCES  IN  POLICY  4HE 7ELSH !SSEMBLY  HAS  INVESTED 
IN  A  .ATIONAL  "ASIC  3KILLS  3TRATEGY  AIMED  AT  IMPROVING 
SKILLS @FROM THE CRADLE TO THE GRAVE 4HIS STRATEGY HAS BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED BY THE "ASIC 3KILLS !GENCY A NATIONAL 5+	 
ORGANISATION WITH ACKNOWLEDGED EXPERTISE IN THIS AREA AND 
ONE THAT HAS SUPPORTED USEFUL RESEARCH INTO IMPLEMENTATION 
OF  THE  .,3  IN  %NGLAND  )N  TERMS  OF  LITERACY  THE  7ELSH 
STRATEGY  HAS  INVESTED  IN  FAMILY  LITERACY  INITIATIVES  SUCH 
AS  @"OOKS  FOR  "ABIES  AND  @,ANGUAGE  AND  &UN  4HEY 
HAVE  WORKED  WITH  THE 7ELSH  "OOKS  #OUNCIL  TO  DEVELOP 
THE  @2EAD  WITH  ME  PROGRAMME  PROVIDING  ADVICE  AND 
SUPPORT  THROUGH  A  WIDESCALE  PROGRAMME  OF  ADVERTISING 
AND PUBLICATIONS	 TO PARENTS AND CARERS OF  TO  YEAR OLDS 
WHO  WANT  TO  HELP  THEIR  CHILDREN  LEARN  TO  READ  AND  ENJOY 
BOOKS 4HE !SSEMBLY HAS ALSO  SUPPORTED SCHOOLS  TO  LEARN 
FROM EACH OTHER BY PROVIDING FUNDS FOR NETWORKBUILDING 
AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND STUDY LEAVE FOR TEACHERS 
4HE 7ELSH  STRATEGY  HAS  ALSO  PROMOTED  AND  FUNDED WORK 
TOWARDS  THE "ASIC 3KILLS 1UALITY -ARK  IN  RELATION  TO  THE 
TEACHING OF  LITERACY AND NUMERACY	  FOR  THOSE  SCHOOLS  THAT 
OPT  TO  FOLLOW  THIS  SCHEME /FFICIAL  DOCUMENTS  HAVE  BEEN 
SLIM  HAVE  PROVIDED  EXAMPLES  OF  GOOD  PRACTICE  AND  HAVE 
SUGGESTED QUESTIONS  THAT  SCHOOLS AND ,%!S SHOULD ASK OF 
THEMSELVES  /THER  KEY  CHANGES  IN  POLICY  ALSO  INDICATE  A 
RATHER  DIFFERENT  EMERGING  EDUCATIONAL  CULTURE  +3  TESTS 
HAVE BEEN SCRAPPED AND EXAMINATION  LEAGUE  TABLES ARE NO 
LONGER PUBLISHED IN 7ALES
!T +3 THE 7ALES -INISTER FOR %DUCATION AND ,IFELONG 
,EARNING  HAS  RECENTLY  ANNOUNCED  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF 
THE  @!IMING  FOR  %XCELLENCE  INITIATIVE  A  COLLABORATIVE 
ENTERPRISE  BETWEEN  THE  7ELSH  CURRICULUM  COUNCIL 
!##!#	 THE 7ELSH INSPECTORATE %STYN	 THE "ASIC 3KILLS 
!GENCY AND  THE ""#  @!IMING  FOR %XCELLENCE WILL DRAW 
ON  THE  EXPERIENCE  OF  PRACTITIONERS WORKING WITH  ADVISERS 
FROM  ,%!S  TO  DEVELOP  NEW  STRATEGIES  FOR  IMPROVEMENT 
BASED ON LOCAL STRENGTHS AND NEEDS )T  IS EARLY DAYS YET  TO 
BE EXAMINING THE DETAIL OF THIS INITIATIVE OR ITS SUCCESS )T IS 
CLEAR HOWEVER THAT IT IS A FUNDAMENTALLY DIFFERENT MODEL OF 
#0$ THAT WILL BE DEVELOPED NOT @ROLLED OUT
/F  COURSE  ONE  DOESNT  HAVE  TO  TURN  JUST  TO 7ALES  TO 
FIND SUCCESSFUL AND ENGAGING  LARGESCALE #0$ 4HERE WAS 
A PROUD TRADITION OF INFLUENTIAL AND SUCCESSFUL TEACHER AND 
CURRICULUM  DEVELOPMENT  IN  %NGLAND  DURING  THE  S 
THROUGH THE .ATIONAL 7RITING AND .ATIONAL /RACY 0ROJECTS 
3IGNIFICANTLY  THESE  PROJECTS  ALSO  OPERATED  A  @DEVOLVED 
MODEL WITH  LOCAL  OR  REGIONAL  PROJECTS  TAKING ON DIFFERENT 
ASPECTS  OF  THE  PROJECTS  WORK  AND  RESPONDING  TO  LOCAL 
STRENGTHS  AND  NEEDS "Y WAY  OF  CONCLUSION  ) WOULD  LIKE 
TO  ARGUE  THAT  ATTEMPTS  TO  RAISE  STANDARDS  IN  LITERACY  AND 
TRANSFORM THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OF %NGLISH IN %NGLAND 
SHOULD  LEARN  FROM  SOME  OF  THE  RECENT  EXPERIENCES  IN 
7ALES  AND  THE  HISTORY  OF  PREVIOUS  LARGESCALE  CURRICULUM 
AND  TEACHER  DEVELOPMENT  IN  %NGLAND  ABANDON  THE  LINK 
TO  ARBITRARY  AND  INFLEXIBLE  NATIONAL  TARGETS  AND  STIMULATE 
CHANGE THROUGH LOCAL INNOVATION
2EPROFESSIONALISING %NGLISH TEACHING
)  AM  ARGUING  FOR  A  COMPLETE  WITHDRAWAL  OF  ALL  +3%3 
TRAINING  AND  MONITORING  FOR  A  PERIOD  OF  TIME  THAT  WOULD 
ALLOW  FOR  REORGANISATION  AND  CRITICAL  REFLECTION  ON  CURRENT 
PRACTICE  &OLLOWING  THIS  )  AM PROPOSING  A  FUNDAMENTALLY 
DIFFERENT  MODEL  OF  #0$  FOR  %NGLISH  TEACHERS  (OWEVER 
)  THINK  IT  IS  IMPORTANT  THAT  SCHOOLS  TEACHERS  AND  PUPILS 
ARE  NOT  RUSHED  INTO  NEW  DEVELOPMENTS  WITH  THE  SAME 
HASTY  COERCIVE  ACTION  THAT  HAS  CHARACTERISED  PREVIOUS 
INITIATIVES 4HE PERIOD OF COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL ON THE PART 
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OF THE +3%3 AND ITS CONSULTANTS SHOULD BE LONG ENOUGH TO 
ALLOW  FOR  REFLECTION  CONSOLIDATION WHERE  APPROPRIATE  AND 
CAREFUL ANALYSIS BY %NGLISH DEPARTMENTS OF  THEIR STRENGTHS 
AND  DEVELOPMENT  NEEDS  )  WOULD  WANT  TO  ACKNOWLEDGE 
THAT  SOME  %NGLISH  TEACHERS  AND  DEPARTMENTS  MAY  HAVE 
EXPERIENCED POSITIVE OUTCOMES FROM ASPECTS OF THE +3%3 
AND  THAT  THESE  OUTCOMES  COULD  BE  DEVELOPED  FURTHER  AND 
TEACHERS UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR SUCCESS DEEPENED WITHOUT 
THE CONSTANT PRESSURE OF NEW INITIATIVES
)  WOULD  ALSO  WANT  TO  ACKNOWLEDGE  THAT  THE  +3%3 
HAS  MANAGED  TO  RECRUIT  SOME  EXTREMELY  ABLE  %NGLISH 
TEACHERS  LURED  FROM  THE  CLASSROOM  BY  THE  PROSPECT  OF 
DOING SOMETHING DIFFERENT AND SHARING THEIR EXPERTISE 4HIS 
REAL  EXPERTISE  AND  LOCAL  KNOWLEDGE WOULD  BE  VITAL  TO  THE 
SUCCESS  OF  THE  NEW  MODEL  )  AM  PROPOSING !DDITIONALLY 
THE  DISTRIBUTION  AND  COMMUNICATIONS  INFRASTRUCTURE  THAT 
HAS SUPPORTED THE +3%3 THUS FAR WOULD ALSO BE EXTREMELY 
USEFUL TO ANY NEW INITIATIVE AND ALLOW FOR LOCAL INNOVATIONS 
TO BE CONSIDERED NATIONALLY 4HUS ) AM NOT PROPOSING THAT 
WE @THROW THE BABY OUT WITH  THE BATH WATER MY POINT  IS 
THAT THE WATER SHOULD BE DRAINED AND THE BABY ENCOURAGED 
TO WALK AND TO TALK FOR ITSELF
$URING  THIS  PERIOD  OF  WITHDRAWAL  THE  CONSULTANTS 
AND  COORDINATORS  THEMSELVES  SHOULD  ALSO  UNDERGO  A  FREE 
AND  UNCONSTRAINED  PERIOD  OF  REFLECTION  THAT  DEVELOPS  INTO 
FURTHER EDUCATION AND TRAINING TAPPING INTO THE RICH STORE OF 
RESEARCH AND SCHOLARSHIP THAT HAS GUIDED THE PROFESSION AND 
EVEN IN A PARTIAL AND LIMITED FORM HAS BEEN USED AS A POST 
HOC  JUSTIFICATION  OF  THE +3%3 4HERE  IS  AN  OBVIOUS  ROLE 
FOR  UNIVERSITY  DEPARTMENTS  OF  EDUCATION  HERE  nRESOURCES 
THAT  ARE  READILY  AVAILABLE  AND  HAVE  BEEN  INCREASINGLY 
MARGINALISED  IN  RECENT  YEARS  4HERE  WOULD  ALSO  BE  TIME 
FOR CONSULTANTS TO TEACH IN DIFFERENT CLASSROOMS TO THE ONES 
FROM WHICH THEY WERE RECRUITED
)N  THIS  WAY  ONCE  THE  @WITHDRAWAL  PERIOD  HAS  COME 
TO AN END  THE CONSULTANTS ARE READY  TO WORK WITH SCHOOLS 
IN  A  VERY  DIFFERENT  WAY  n  AS  CRITICAL  FRIENDS  EXPERTS  AND 
FACILITATORS  WHO  ARE  ABLE  TO  DRAW  UPON  A  BROAD  RANGE  OF 
KNOWLEDGE  AND  EXPERIENCE  IN  SUPPORTING  THE  PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  NEEDS  OF  %NGLISH  DEPARTMENTS  .O  MORE 
FOLDERS  VIDEOS  OVERHEAD  TRANSPARENCIES  SPECIFICATIONS 
JUST  SOMEONE WHO  IS  ABLE  TO  UNDERSTAND  THE  SCHOOLS  THEY 
WORK WITH AND THE COMMUNITIES THEY SERVE WHO IS ABLE TO 
SEE  HOW  POVERTY  AND  DISADVANTAGE  CAN  AFFECT  ATTAINMENT 
IN  LITERACY  AND  %NGLISH  AND  HAS  THE  NOUS  TO  SEE  THAT  IT 
ISNT  JUST  A  @SCHOOL  PROBLEM  AND  THE NETWORKING  SKILLS  TO 
DO  SOMETHING ABOUT  IT WITH OTHER AGENCIES  SOMEONE WHO 
CAN  LISTEN AND  REFLECT AND  ISNT MERELY  REQUIRED  TO DELIVER 
AND MONITOR SOMEONE WHO HAS THE FUNDING RELEASED AFTER 
THE TERMINATION OF ALL FURTHER TRAINING MATERIALS	 TO SUPPORT 
INDIVIDUAL  DEPARTMENTS  WORK  AND  TO  SEEK  SUPPORT  FROM 
NATIONAL  AND  INTERNATIONAL  NETWORKS  WHEN  APPROPRIATE 
SOMEONE  WHO  IS  ABLE  TO  REACTIVATE  AND  INVIGORATE 
THE  TRADITION  OF  PROFESSIONAL  INQUIRY  AND  EDUCATIONAL 
ACTION  RESEARCH  WHILST  SIMULTANEOUSLY  CONTEXTUALISING 
AND  HISTORICISING  THIS  WORK  SOMEONE  AT  BOTTOM  WHO 
RECOGNISES  THAT  THERE  ISNT  ONE  RIGHT  @SCIENTIFIC  ANSWER 
BUT  WHO  CAN  ENABLE  TEACHERS  TO  FORMULATE  THEIR  OWN 
QUESTIONS  4HIS  WOULD  BE  IMPORTANT  WORK  A  MOVE  TO 
REPROFESSIONALISE  TEACHING  AND  TO  RECONNECT  TEACHERS 
BOTH WITH  THE  CHILDREN  AND  COMMUNITIES WITH WHOM  THEY 
WORK  AND  THE  PROFESSIONAL  KNOWLEDGEBASE  )  RECOGNISE 
THAT  TIMESCALES  AND  FUNDING  ARE  IMPORTANT  THAT  THIS  KIND 
OF  DISTRIBUTED  NETWORKED  PROFESSIONAL  DEVELOPMENT  IS 
EXPENSIVE  AND  CANNOT  LAST  INDEFINITELY  4HE  FACT  OF  THE 
MATTER IS THE FUNDING IS THERE BUT IS BEING SPENT DIFFERENTLY 
4IME IS THE ISSUE AND THAT IS WHY CHANGE NEEDS TO HAPPEN 
NOW
4HE +3%3 LIKE THE .,3 BEFORE IT HAS BEEN AN ATTEMPT 
TO  ARTIFICIALLY  INSEMINATE  THE PROFESSION WITH  A  PRESCRIBED 
METHOD  AND  TO  CONTROL  THE  CURRICULUM  AND  PEDAGOGY  BY 
FOCUSING ON THE SPECIFICATION OF WHAT TEACHERS AND STUDENTS 
SHOULD  DO  $OES  THE  GOVERNMENT  HAVE  THE  GUMPTION 
TO  SPEND  OUR  MONEY  DIFFERENTLY  BEFORE  THE  OPPORTUNITY 
HAS  PASSED  &UNDAMENTALLY  DOES  IT  HAVE  THE  COURAGE  TO 
CONCEIVE OF TEACHING AS A PROFESSION ONCE MORE
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OF THE &/25- %DITORIAL "OARD
) DO REMEMBER THE TEACHER COMING IN AND SAYING 
@7ERE GOING TO BE DOING A LITTLE TEST TODAY AND WE 
WERE SAT DOWN AND IT WAS REALLY REALLY QUIETx
7E DID PRACTICE TESTS AND OUR TEACHER ALWAYS SEEMED 
WORRIED
) WAS REALLY SCARED
) WAS TERRIFIED IN 9EAR 
3TUDENTS QUOTED BY .ON 7ORRALL @4ESTING TESTING 
TESTINGx &/25- 	 3PRING 
4HE BASIC TESTSx FOR KEY STAGE  EQUIP CHILDREN TO DEAL 
VARIOUSLY WITH SIMILAR TESTS THROUGHOUT THEIR LIVESx
#HARLES #LARKE (OUSE OF #OMMONS  
.OVEMBER  
4HE HOURS OF FOLLY ARE MEASURD BY THE CLOCK BUT OF 
WISDOM NO CLOCK CAN MEASURE
7ILLIAM "LAKE  
0ROVERBS OF (ELL
7HEN 0AT SAT  THE 3!4 SHE THOUGHT SHED GET GOOD MARKS 
"UT SHE HAD PROBLEMS %ARLY ON IN HER %NGLISH +EY 3TAGE 
 READING TEST SHE WAS ASKED WHO WAS TELLING THE STORY ON 
WHICH SHE WAS BEING TESTED 4HAT WAS EASY BUT SHE GOT  IT 
WRONG ,ATER SHE HAD TO @#HOOSE THREE OF THE WORDS BELOW 
WHICH BEST DESCRIBE  THE !SRAIx AND EXPLAIN HER CHOICES 
4HE  !SRAI  WERE  @MYSTERIOUS  AND  @BEAUTIFUL  0AT  WAS 
CERTAIN  BUT  SHE  WAS  EQUALLY  SURE  NONE  OF  THE  REMAINING 
ADJECTIVES  APPLIED  !NOTHER  MARK  DROPPED  4OWARDS  THE 
END OF THE TEST SHE WAS ASKED @$O YOU THINKx (OWEVER 
ALTHOUGH IT WAS VERY CLEAR SHE DID THINK WHAT SHE THOUGHT 
TURNED OUT  TO BE INCORRECT AND GAINED HER NO MARKS !FTER 
THE  3!4  0AT  SAID  SHE  THOUGHT  SUCH  A  TEST  ENCOURAGED 
CHILDREN TO BE LESS SUBTLE AND THOUGHTFUL READERS THAN THEY 
COULD  BE  OR  THAN MANY  OF  THEM  ALREADY WERE 4HE  3!4 
SHE SAID WAS LESS ABOUT READING THAN ABOUT GUESSING WHAT 
THE TESTER HAD IN MIND AS THE RIGHT ANSWER @7E ARE ROBBED 
BY THIS KIND OF TEST OF THE UNIQUE QUALITIES WHICH LITERATURE 
CAN  OFFER  AN  INDIVIDUAL  SAID  0AT  @)F  CHILDREN  ARE  REALLY 
TRAINED LIKE THIS THEY HAVE LITTLE CHANCE OF BECOMING BETTER 
READERS
3OUR GRAPES YOU MIGHT THINK 9ET 0AT HAS BETTER REASON 
THAN  MOST  TO  FEEL  ANGRY  ABOUT  THE  READING  TEST  AND  ITS 
REDUCTIVE  DISENABLING  SET  OF  QUESTIONS  BECAUSE  THE  STORY 
SHE WAS TESTED ON CAME FROM HER OWN COLLECTION 7HO WAS 
THE  STORYTELLER 3HE HERSELF 0AT 4HOMSON  ENCOURAGED BY 
HER PUBLISHER  TO  TRY OUT  THIS YEARS +EY 3TAGE  3!4 .O 
SURPRISE THEN TO FIND HER NAME AMONG THE ONE HUNDRED AND 
MORE  !UTHORS  !GAINST  3!4S  WHO  HAVE  REFUSED  TO  ALLOW 
THEIR WORK TO BE USED IN ANY MORE NATIONAL TESTS
7HEN -ICHAEL SAT THE 3!4 HE DIDNT FEEL TOO NERVOUS 
(E WAS GOOD AT WRITING SO GOOD HED BECOME #HILDRENS 
,AUREATE 9ET SO OFFPUTTING WAS THE TASK AND SO ALIENATING 
WERE  THE  CONDITIONS  UNDER  WHICH  HE  WAS  EXPECTED  TO 
PERFORM  THAT  HE  FOUND  THE  +EY  3TAGE    WRITING  TEST 
@ENORMOUSLY  DIFFICULT  @2UN  AWAY  HIS  FRIEND  0HILIP 
ADVISED  HIM  FROM  @A  TASK  OF  STUPENDOUS  FUTILITY  -ANY 
ANOTHER  3!4SITTER  WAS  EQUALLY  DECISIVE  THE  3!4  WAS 
@DULL  @BORING  @SEXIST 2ACHEL  SAT  IT  THEN DID  SOME  REAL 
WRITING  @$EAR  3IR  SHE  WROTE  TO  $AVID  -ILIBAND  THE 
3CHOOLS  3TANDARDS MINISTER  @)  AM WRITING  TO  EXPRESS MY 
CONCERN ABOUT  THE  LONGER WRITING  TASK CALLED  @4HE 1UEUE 
WHICH  ALL 9EAR    PUPILS  HAD  TO WRITE  FOR  THEIR  3!4S 4HE 
TITLE OF  THE  STORY  IS BORING AND  THE PLANNING ARRANGEMENTS 
WE WERE GIVEN GAVE INSUFFICIENT TIME AND WERE APPALLINGx
IT IS HARD TO WRITE AN EXCITING STORY FROM SUCH A BAD TITLE 
)T  WOULD  BE  HARD  TO  GET  A  GOOD MARK  AS  IT  IS  DIFFICULT  TO 
THINK OF AN IMAGINATIVE PLOTx !LSO YOU HAD TO WRITE @4HE 
1UEUE EVEN IF THAT TITLE DOES NOT APPEAL TO YOU )T IS HARD 
TO WRITE  A  GOOD  STORY WITHOUT  A  CHOICE  OF  TITLE  AND MANY 
PEOPLE COULD LOSE MARKS BECAUSE OF ITx
!FTER  3IMON  SAT  THE  3!4S  HE  STOOD  UP  AND  MADE  A 
SPEECH  ABOUT  WHAT  THE  EXPERIENCE  HAD  BEEN  LIKE  (ED 
ALREADY  TAKEN  A  LOT  OF  PRACTICETESTS  BEFORE  THE  REAL  ONES 
HE  SAID  (IS  PARENTS  HELPED  HIM  GET  READY  BUT  HE  KNEW 
THAT  SOME  PARENTS  DIDNT  OR  COULDNT  HELP  THEIR  CHILDREN 
3OME OF HIS FRIENDS WERE ILL WORRYING ABOUT THE 3!4S (E 
DIDNT THINK THIS WAS FAIR 4HE GOVERNMENT SHOULD LISTEN TO 
CHILDREN
7E  THOUGHT  SO  TOO  4HERE  WAS  HUGE  APPLAUSE  FOR 
3IMON  FROM ALMOST  TWO HUNDRED PARENTS  CARERS  TEACHERS 
AND WRITERS GATHERED  TO  FORMALISE WHAT WILL BE ONE OF  THE 
DRIVINGFORCES  BEHIND  THE  CAMPAIGN  TO  ABOLISH  NATIONAL 
TESTING  4HE  !NTI3!4S  !LLIANCE  HAS  BEGUN  TO  DEVELOP 
AND DISSEMINATE MATERIAL  TO ADD MOMENTUM TO THE .54S 
NATIONAL  CAMPAIGN  AGAINST  3!4S  A  CAMPAIGN  WHICH  WILL 
SEE .54 MEMBERS SURVEYED AGAIN ON OUR ATTITUDE TO 3!4S 
AND  THEN  BALLOTED  IN  THE !UTUMN  ON  A MOTION  CALLING  FOR 
US TO BOYCOTT 3!4S AT EACH +EY 3TAGE 4HE BALLOT WILL HELP 
COALESCE  THE  OPPOSITION  TO  3!4S  EVIDENT  IN  SCHOOLS  AND 
HOMES AROUND THE COUNTRY OPPOSITION WHICH HAS GROWN AS 
THE EFFECT OF 3!4S HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY PLAIN )N  
THE .54 HELPED ARTICULATE THE BASIS FOR THAT OPPOSITION BY 
PRODUCING  A  LEAFLET  @.OT  'OOD  &OR  #HILDREN  OUTLINING 
THE MAIN ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE CURRENT REGIME OF NATIONAL 
TESTING  IN  %NGLAND  4HAT  REGIME  NARROWS  THE  EDUCATIONAL 
OFFER BEING MADE OUR STUDENTS PARTICULARLY AT 0RIMARY LEVEL 
WHERE  IN  THE  TERMS  LEADING  UP  TO  +EY  3TAGE    3!4S  THE 
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TIME FOR NON3!4SRELATED ACTIVITIES IS DRASTICALLY CURTAILED 
AND STUDENTS MAY BE SUBJECTED TO BATTERIES OF PRACTICETESTS 
WEEKIN AND WEEKOUT 3!4S RESULTS ARE USED TO COMPILE THE 
PUBLISHED ,EAGUE 4ABLES OF SCHOOLS AND AS A CONSEQUENCE 
DIRECTLY INFLUENCE THE WAY THE SCHOOL IS PUBLICLY PERCEIVED 
3O  HIGH  ARE  THE  STAKES  THAT  TEACHERS  ARE  FORCED  TO  CRAM 
STUDENTS  TO  TEACHTOTHETEST  RATHER  THAN  TO  EDUCATE  )N 
THE FACE OF THE PRESSURES GENERATED BY THE NATIONAL TESTING 
REGIME  SOME  COLLEAGUES  HAVE  BEEN  FOUND  TO  CHEAT  3!4S 
ARE  MINISTERIALLY  EXCUSED  OR  DEFENDED  AS  BEING  MERELY 
ANOTHER  FORM  OF  TESTING  AND  SCHOOLS  HAVE  ALWAYS  TESTED 
"UT  TESTING  AND  ASSESSMENT  ARE NOT  THE  SAME !SSESSMENT 
FOR  LEARNING  FORMATIVE  AND  DIAGNOSTIC  AND  ENABLING 
PROFESSIONAL JUDGEMENTS TO BE MADE ABOUT HOW BEST TO HELP 
A  STUDENT  IS ONE  THING 3!4S ARE ABOUT GRADING 4HEY ARE 
SUMMATIVE ARE RECEIVED AS FINAL JUDGEMENTS AND CARRY THAT 
SPURIOUS AUTHORITY THROUGHOUT THE STUDENTS TIME IN SCHOOL 
/THER JUDGEMENTS ARE MADE ON THE STRENGTH OF 3!4S MOST 
NOTABLY IN THE APPORTIONING OF STUDENTS TO SOCALLED @ABILITY 
SETS WHICH IN TURN WILL LEAD TO WIDE VARIATIONS IN THE KINDS 
OF  EDUCATIONAL  EXPERIENCE  ENCOUNTERED  4HIS  LABELLING
FUNCTION  THIS  ABILITY  TO  COLLATE  A  COHORT  OF  STUDENTS  INTO 
DIFFERENT  @LEVELS  IN  WAYS  WHICH  PRETEND  TO  BE  OBJECTIVE 
AND  TO  REFLECT  @ABILITY  IS  THE  BEAUTY  AND  VALUE  OF  3!4S 
IN THE EYES OF GOVERNMENT )T ALLOWS .EW ,ABOUR TO CLAIM 
THAT  @STANDARDS  ARE  RISING  AND  THAT  TARGETS  IN  THE  FIELD  OF 
EDUCATION ARE BEING MET
)N  .OVEMBER    FOR  EXAMPLE  #HARLES  #LARKE 
MADE  THESE  STANDARD  CLAIMS  ABOUT  STANDARDS  IN  A  SPEECH 
TO THE (OUSE OF #OMMONS UNTIL CHALLENGED BY .ICK 'IBB 
#ONSERVATIVE  -0  FOR  "OGNOR  2EGIS  AND  ,ITTLEHAMPTON 
-R  'IBB  BROUGHT  TO  THE  3ECRETARY  OF  3TATES  ATTENTION 
RESEARCH EVIDENCE  FROM $URHAM 5NIVERSITYS #URRICULUM 
%VALUATION  AND  -ANAGEMENT  #ENTRE  WHICH  SEEMED  TO 
INDICATE  THAT  THERE  HAD  BEEN  NO  STATISTICALLYSIGNIFICANT 
IMPROVEMENT  IN  LITERACYLEVELS  IN  YEAR    STUDENTS  SINCE 
  DESPITE  LARGE  RISES  IN  3!4S  SCORES  0ROFESSOR  0ETER 
4YMMS  DEPUTY  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  #ENTRE  HAD  ALREADY  CAST 
DOUBT  ON  THE  FEASIBILITY  OF  SO  DRAMATIC  A  RISE  IN  LITERACY
LEVELS  AS  THE  GOVERNMENT  WERE  CONTINUING  TO  CLAIM  @!T 
FACE  VALUE  THE  IMPROVEMENT  IN  NATIONAL  TEST  SCORES  IS  AN 
AMAZING RISE )T WOULD BE BETTER THAN ANY RISE SEEN THROUGH 
ANY POLICY IN THE WORLD WHICH HAS BEEN PROPERLY EVALUATED 
$AILY  4ELEGRAPH    .OVEMBER  	  /THER  RESEARCH 
LIKEWISE  UNDERMINES  OFFICIAL  CLAIMS  FOR  THE  BENIGN  EFFECT 
OF 3!4S  IN  RAISING STANDARDS %VIDENCE  FROM  THE .ATIONAL 
&EDERATION  FOR  %DUCATIONAL  2ESEARCH  SHOWS  THAT  RESULTS 
OBTAINED FROM THEIR OWN READING ASSESSMENT TESTS FOR YEARS 
 AND  HAVE REMAINED UNCHANGED FOR THE PAST FOUR YEARS 
(ARVEY 'OLDSTEINS  ANALYSIS  AT  THE  )NSTITUTE  OF  %DUCATION 
DEMONSTRATES THAT THERE IS NO METHODOLOGICAL VALIDITY TO THE 
GOVERNMENTS CLAIMS OF YEARONYEAR IMPROVEMENTS BASED 
ON THE COMPARISON OF 3!4S STATISTICS
4WINNED WITH  ITS  LEAFLET  THE .54 PRODUCED  A  PETITION 
AGAINST  NATIONAL  TESTS  WHICH  ACTIVISTS  HAVE  BEEN  USING  TO 
GATHER  SUPPORT  3O  GREAT  IS  THE  CONCERN  AT WHAT  THE 3!4S 
REGIME  IS  DOING  TO  THEIR  CHILDREN  THAT  QUEUES  OF  PARENTS 
FORM  TO  SIGN  THE  PETITION  AND  TALK  ABOUT  THE  CORROSIVE 
EFFECT OF 3!4S &AMILIES ARE PUT UNDER UNNECESSARY STRESS 
#HILDREN  GROW  OVERANXIOUS  SOME  LOSE  SLEEP  OR  BEGIN 
TO  SHOW  SIGNS  OF  EATINGDISORDERS  )N  !UGUST    THE 
)NSTITUTE  OF  0UBLIC  0OLICY  2ESEARCH  FOUND  THAT  STUDENTS 
MENTAL  HEALTH  PROBLEMS WERE  DIRECTLY  LINKED  TO  PRESSURES 
CONNECTED WITH TESTING 7HEN THE ""# OPENED A MESSAGE
BOARD ON ITS WEBSITE EARLIER THIS YEAR TO FACILITATE INTERNET
DISCUSSION OF  THE  ISSUES PARENTS RESPONDED WITH POWERFUL 
ACCOUNTS  OF  WHAT  THEIR  CHILDREN  WERE  ENDURING  @-Y  SON 
STARTED TALKING ABOUT SUICIDE WHEN TOLD THAT HIS HANDWRITING 
COULD LEAD TO A BAD RESULT IN HIS 3!4 TEST (E WAS SEVEN AT 
THE TIME -Y DAUGHTER WAS ADVISED TO START REVISING FOR THE 
3!4S  SHE  TOOK WHEN  SHE WAS  ELEVEN  FOUR MONTHS  BEFORE 
THEY TOOK PLACE WROTE +ATH , $ALE WROTE @-Y DAUGHTER 
WAS  ILL  FOR  A  WEEK  AFTER  SHE  TOOK  HER  3!4S  TEST  AGED 
SEVEN  -ARK !DAMS  WROTE  @-Y  SIX  YEAR  OLD  IS  ALREADY 
CRYING HIMSELF  TO SLEEP AT NIGHT WORRYING ABOUT HIS 3!4S 
AND WE HAVE NOT MENTIONED  IT  TO HIM ONCE  OTHER  THAN  TO 
SAY  WE  DONT  CARE  HOW  HE  DOES  IN  THEM -S  #ATHERINE 
"RISCOE WROTE @-Y SON TOOK HIS 9EAR  3!4S LAST YEAR AND 
THE  BUILD  UP  TO  THEM WAS  TORTUROUS  FOR  HIM  (E  LITERALLY 
COUNTED DOWN THE DAYS UNTIL  THE  TIME CAME FOR HIM TO SIT 
HIS TEST $ESPITE MY REASSURANCES THAT HE ONLY HAD TO TRY HIS 
BEST HE SEEMED  TO  FEEL  THE PRESSURE  TERRIBLYx ) DREAD  THE 
9EAR  TESTS &AR FROM BEING MERELY ANECDOTAL OR PARTISAN 
SUCH WRITING SAMPLES THE COMMON EXPERIENCE OF STUDENTS 
PARENTS  AND  TEACHERS  AFTER  A  DECADE  OF  NATIONAL  TESTING 
3!4S  DAMAGE  DULL  AND  DEMOTIVATE MAKING  CHILDREN  LESS 
EAGER TO ATTEND SCHOOL AND HARDER TO ENGAGE WITHIN SCHOOL 
3TUDENTS  BEGIN  TO  DOUBT  THEIR  OWN  ABILITY  TO  LEARN  4HEY 
LABEL THEMSELVES FAILURES AT   OR  7HEN THEY SEE THAT 
A CAMPAIGN IS UNDER WAY TO END 3!4S THEIR FACES LIGHT UP 
4HEY WANT TO BE PART OF IT
!ROUND  %NGLAND  DIFFERENT  PRESSUREGROUPS  ARE 
MOBILISING  AGAINST  A  TESTINGREGIME  WHICH  HAS  NO 
CREDIBILITY  LEFT 7HY  SHOULD %NGLISH  STUDENTS  BE  THE  ONLY 
STUDENTS TESTED IN THESE WAYS AT THESE AGES )N 7ALES THERE 
ARE NO KEY STAGE  TESTS AND MOVES ARE AFOOT TO ABOLISH KEY 
STAGE  AND  TESTS WITHIN TWO YEARS )N 3COTLAND THERE ARE 
NO 3!4S AND NO PUBLISHED PERFORMANCE TABLES IN THE .ORTH 
OF )RELAND NO KEY STAGE  3!4S AND NO PERFORMANCE TABLES 
!ND  IN  %NGLANDS  INCREASINGLY  INEGALITARIAN  EDUCATION
SYSTEM THE RICH OF COURSE CAN BUY THEIR WAY OUT OF THE 3!4S 
EXPERIENCE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ARE ENTITLED NOT TO WASTE TIME ON 
THEM 'IVEN  THESE  CONTRADICTIONS  IT  IS  NOT  SURPRISING  THAT 
OPPOSITION  WITHIN  THE  %NGLISH  STATE  SYSTEM  IS  SPREADING 
"IRMINGHAM  ,%!  HAS  APPLIED  TO  OPT  OUT  OF  NATIONAL 
CURRICULUM  TESTING  AT  0RIMARY  LEVEL  UNDER  THE  @POWER  TO 
INNOVATE  CLAUSE  OF  THE    %DUCATION  !CT  !CCORDING 
TO  4ONY  (OWELL  "IRMINGHAMS  #HIEF  %DUCATION  OFFICER 
@xTESTS  SKEW  THE  CURRICULUM  WHICH  RESULTS  IN  TEACHING 
TO  THE  TEST AND DOES NOT  TELL  TEACHERS OR CHILDREN ANYTHING 
THEY  DO  NOT  ALREADY  KNOW  4%3  *ULY    	  0RIMARY 
(EADS  IN  (AMPSHIRE  WANT  TO  PUT  TOGETHER  AN  ALTERNATIVE 
ASSESSMENT SYSTEM BASED ON TEACHERASSESSMENT )NDIVIDUAL 
0RIMARY (EADS ARE BEGINNING TO TAKE A CLEAR STAND AGAINST 
3!4S  )N #AMDEN ONE DESCRIBED  THE KEY  STAGE  3!4S  AS 
@5NNECESSARY AND  TOTALLY  INAPPROPRIATE 7HAT COUNTRY SITS 
SIXYEARYEAR  OLDS  DOWN  TO  TAKE  COMPLEX  TESTS  THAT  TAKE 
THEM  THREE  OR  FOUR  WEEKS  TO  PREPARE  FOR 4HE  TESTS  HAVE 
GOT  TO GO NEXT YEAR ) WOULD BE PERSONALLY WILLING FOR MY 
CHILDREN NOT TO DO THEM )N "IRMINGHAM ANOTHER DECLARED 
@) AM GOING TO MAKE A STAND AND COMPLETELY BOYCOTT THESE 
EXAMS  NO MATTER WHAT  THEY  DO  TO ME 4HEY  CAN  SACK ME 
IF  THEY  LIKE BUT  ) AM NEVER DOING  THESE 3!4S AGAINx 7E 
DONT HAVE ENOUGH MONEY TO PAY SALARIES AND BUY MATERIALS 
AND  YET  ALL  THIS  MONEY  IS  WASTED  ON  PRINTING  PUBLISHING 
AND POSTING  THESE PAPERS AND  THEN PAYING PEOPLE  TO MARK 
THEM 4HE INITIAL TOTAL COST OF +EY 3TAGE   AND  3!4S 
IN n INCLUDING PRODUCTION PRINTING MARKING AND 
&/25- 6OLUME  .O  
MODERATION  WAS  OFFICIALLY  PUT  AT  a-	  4HE  0RIMARY 
%DUCATION  !LLIANCE  IS  CAMPAIGNING  AGAINST  KEY  STAGE 
  3!4S  BECAUSE  AS  A  RESULT  OF  THEM  CHILDREN  BECOME 
@DISILLUSIONED  DEMOTIVATED  AND  DISAFFECTED  4HE  ,ONDON 
!SSOCIATION  OF  4EACHERS  OF  %NGLISH  MAINSPRING  OF  THE 
FIRST  3!4S  BOYCOTT  WHICH  RESISTED  THE  ORIGINAL  IMPOSITION 
OF  THE  TESTS HAS STEPPED UP  ITS ANTI3!43 ACTIVITY CALLING 
ON  TEACHERS  NOT  TO  WORK  AS  MARKERS  FOR  3!4S  AND  FOR 
THE  UNIONS  AND  PROFESSIONAL  ASSOCIATIONS  TO  ORGANISE  A 
NATIONAL BOYCOTT AS WELL AS ON  THE GOVERNMENT  TO ABOLISH 
3!4S  AT  ALL  KEY  STAGES  IN  FAVOUR  OF  A  SYSTEM  OF  PROPERLY 
MODERATED  TEACHERASSESSMENT  ,!4%  ALSO  CALLS  FOR  THE 
ABOLITION  OF  LEAGUE  TABLES  3UCH  A  CALL  IS  ECHOED  BY  THE 
3OCIALIST !LLIANCE AND THE ,IBERAL$EMOCRATS WHO PLAN TO 
SCRAP TESTS AND TABLES )T IS BOLSTERED BY ACADEMIC RESEARCH 
WHICH DETAILS THE DETRIMENTAL EFFECT THE TESTINGCULTURE HAS 
ON  STUDENTS  MOTIVATION  FOR  LEARNING  AND  THEIR  PROGRESS 
&AR  FROM  RAISING  STANDARDS  THE  REALITY  FOR MANY  STUDENTS 
IS  THAT  THE  CONSTANT  TESTING  FOSTERED  BY  THE  3!4S  REGIME 
ACTUALLY  PREVENTS  THEM  FROM  MAKING  THE  PROGRESS  THEY 
OTHERWISE MIGHT MAKE AND LEADS TO LOWER ATTAINMENT 4HE 
!SSESSMENT  2EFORM  'ROUP  WHICH  HAS  BEEN  CONSIDERING 
ISSUES OF ASSESSMENT FOR OVER A DECADE AND WHOSE MEMBERS 
HAVE PUBLISHED A NUMBER OF INFLUENTIAL PAPERS RECENTLY PUT 
OUT A SUMMARY OF A REVIEW OF RESEARCH ON @ASSESSMENT FOR 
LEARNING  )TS  FINDINGS  DEMOLISH  THE  ARGUMENTS  ADVANCED 
BY MINISTERS FOR RETAINING 3!4S ON GROUNDS OF EDUCATIONAL 
BENEFIT OR THE RAISING OF STANDARDS @LOW ACHIEVERS BECOME 
OVERWHELMED BY ASSESSMENTS AND DEMOTIVATED BY CONSTANT 
EVIDENCE  OF  THEIR  LOW  ACHIEVEMENT  4HE  EFFECT  IS  TO 
INCREASE  THE GAP BETWEEN LOW AND HIGH ACHIEVING PUPILS 
@4ESTING  -OTIVATION  AND  ,EARNING  !2'    P  MY 
EMPHASIS	  &URTHERMORE  @,OWER  ACHIEVING  PUPILS  ARE 
DOUBLY  DISADVANTAGED  BY  TESTS  "EING  LABELLED  AS  FAILURES 
HAS AN IMPACT ON HOW THEY FEEL ABOUT THEIR ABILITY TO LEARN 
)T  ALSO  LOWERS  FURTHER  THEIR  ALREADY  LOW  SELFESTEEM  AND 
REDUCES  THE CHANCE OF  FUTURE EFFORT AND SUCCESSx )NSTEAD 
OF MOTIVATION  INCREASING WITH AGE OLDER PUPILS  FEEL MORE 
RESENTMENT ANXIETY CYNICISM AND MISTRUST OF STANDARDISED 
ACHIEVEMENT  TESTS  'IRLS  ARE  REPORTED  AS  EXPRESSING MORE 
TEST ANXIETY  THAN BOYS 'IRLS ARE ALSO MORE  LIKELY  TO  THINK 
THAT THE SOURCE OF SUCCESS OR FAILURE LIES WITHIN THEMSELVES 
RATHER  THAN  BEING  INFLUENCED  BY  EXTERNAL  CIRCUMSTANCES 
4HIS  HAS  CONSEQUENCES  FOR  THEIR  SELFESTEEM  ESPECIALLY 
WHEN  THEY  VIEW  THEIR  POTENTIAL  AS  FIXED  IBID  P	  4HE 
.54S    SURVEY  INVOLVING  OVER  THREE  THOUSAND 
TEACHERS  REVEALED  OVERWHELMING  RECOGNITION  AMONG  ITS 
MEMBERS THAT 3!4S HAD A NEGATIVE EFFECT ! MERE  OF 
TEACHERS SAW THE TESTS AS HELPFUL &EWER THAN  BELIEVED 
THE  TESTS  WERE  APPROPRIATE  FOR  THEIR  STUDENTS  ANDOR  AN 
ACCURATE  REFLECTION  OF  STUDENTS  ACHIEVEMENT  -ORE  THAN 
 OF TEACHERS EXPRESSED DOUBTS ABOUT THE ACCURACY AND 
RELIABILITY  OF  THE  EXTERNAL  MARKING  SYSTEM  AND    OF 
.54 MEMBERS WERE PREPARED TO BOYCOTT 3!4S
)N  THE  -ARCH    EDITION  OF  THE  .54S  HOUSE
MAGAZINE  @4HE  4EACHER  AN  ANONYMOUS  COLUMNIST 
REPORTED  THAT  THE UNION WAS  ADVISING MEMBERS  @THEY MAY 
WISH  TO  DEFER  PREPARATORY  WORK  IN  SUPPORT  OF  +EY  3TAGE 
TESTS  UNTIL  AFTER  THE  UNIONS  NATIONAL  %XECUTIVE  MEETING 
LATER  IN  THE MONTH  @4HAT MEETING WILL  CONSIDER  THE  ISSUE 
OF A BOYCOTT OF NATIONAL CURRICULUM TESTS AT ALL KEY STAGES 
SAID .54 'ENERAL 3ECRETARY $OUG -C!VOY @4HIS DECISION 
WILL BE TAKEN AFTER THE UNION HAS HELD MEETINGS WITH OTHER 
TEACHER  ORGANISATIONS  AND  PARENT  AND  GOVERNOR  GROUPS 
4HE %XECUTIVE DULY MET AND TELLINGLY	 VOTED BY A NARROW 
MARGIN  AGAINST  A  BOYCOTT  IN    (OW  OUTOFTOUCH 
THOSE OF  THE %XECUTIVE MAJORITY WERE WITH  THE  FEELINGS OF 
THE  UNIONS  MEMBERSHIP  WAS  DEMONSTRATED  GRAPHICALLY  A 
FEW WEEKS  LATER 3CORES OF DELEGATES ARRIVED FOR  THE 3!4S 
DEBATE AT #ONFERENCE SPORTING TSHIRTS READING .O 5SELESS 
4ESTS AND THE CALL FOR A BOYCOTT OF ALL 3!4S WON UNANIMOUS 
SUPPORT 4HE ANTI3!4S TIDE INSIDE THE UNION IS STRENGTHENED 
BY THE NEED TO ELECT A NEW 'ENERAL 3ECRETARY IN  AND 
NONE  OF  THE  THREE  CONTENDERS  CAN  RISK  BACKSLIDING  ON  THE 
ANTI3!4S CAMPAIGN %X0RESIDENT *OHN )LLINGWORTH WHOD 
MOVED THE MOTION CALLING FOR THE ORIGINAL 3!4S BOYCOTT AT 
.54 #ONFERENCE  AND WHO MAINTAINED  A  BOYCOTT  AS  HEAD 
OF  HIS  0RIMARY  3CHOOL  HAS  ALWAYS  CONTINUED  TO  SPEAK 
POWERFULLY  IN  ITS  FAVOUR  @)T  IS  HIGH  TIME  TEACHERS  TOOK  A 
PROFESSIONAL  STANCE  AGAINST  THE  3!4S  )F  A  BOYCOTT  IS  THE 
ONLY  WAY  OF  STOPPING  THEM WE MUST  NOT  SHIRK  FROM  THAT 
STEP &OR MANY TEACHERS NEW TO THE PROFESSION THIS MAY BE 
A DIFFICULT STEP BUT IT IS A NETTLE WE HAVE TO GRASP 7E HAVE 
BOYCOTTED TESTS BEFORE THE SKY DID NOT FALL IN 4HE BOYCOTT 
CAN  BENEFIT  CHILDREN  AND  BENEFIT  TEACHERS  #AMPAIGN 
4EACHER *UNE 	 !T THE !NTI3!4S !LLIANCE #ONFERENCE 
HE REMINDED US THAT IT HAD BEEN GRASSROOTS PRESSURE FROM 
TEACHERS AND PARENTS WHICH PROMPTED THE .54 TO JOIN THE 
ORIGINAL BOYCOTT AND THAT THE UNIONS LEADERSHIP HAD LOOKED 
FOR AND FOUND THE QUICKEST POSSIBLE EXIT FROM THAT BOYCOTT 
4HIS TIME AROUND IT WOULD BE VITAL TO MAKE PARENTAL SUPPORT 
VISIBLE  TO  TEACHERS  7E  HAD  TO  INVOLVE  ALL  TEACHERS  NOT 
ONLY  THOSE  IN  THE .54  OR  THOSE  TEACHING  YEARS      AND 
 (E  SPOKE OF  THE  SHAME  FELT  BY MANY  IN  THE PROFESSION 
AT  INFLICTING ON STUDENTS UNDER  THE GUISE OF A PROFESSIONAL 
DUTY SOMETHING AS ANTIEDUCATIONAL AS 3!4S 4O MAKE  THE 
BOYCOTT  SUCCEED  WE  MUST  NOT  LEAVE  IT  TO  THE  UNIONS  TOP 
OFFICIALS 7E NEED TO BE ACTIVE ORGANISING MEETINGS OF STAFF 
STUDENTS  AND  PARENTS  INSIDE  SCHOOLS  TO  DISCUSS  THE  ISSUES 
AND  GARNER  SUPPORT  7E  NEED  TO  USE  THE  .54  MATERIAL 
AND  OTHER  MATERIALS  AVAILABLE  AT  THE  CAMPAIGN  WEBSITES 
7E NEED TO PETITION AND LEAFLET 7E NEED TO GET ON 46 AND 
INTO THE NEWSPAPERS 7E NEED TO HOLD PUBLIC MEETINGS AND 
INVOLVE !UTHORS !GAINST 3!4S AS WELL AS STUDENTS TEACHERS 
GOVERNORS  AND  OTHERS  OPPOSED  TO  THE  NATIONAL  TESTING 
REGIME 7E  NEED  TO  PRESENT  VIABLE  AND  BETTER  ALTERNATIVE 
ASSESSMENT MODELS !ND WE NEED TO KEEP OUR NERVE WHEN 
THE GOVERNMENT STARTS TO WAVE THE BIG STICK OF THE LAW AT US 
4HE LEGAL STATUS OF ANY BOYCOTT WILL BE DETERMINED IN LARGE 
MEASURE BY WHETHER OR NOT OUR CAMPAIGN  IS WELLFOUNDED 
ENOUGH  TO  MOBILISE  WIDE  PUBLIC  SUPPORT  AND  TO  ENSURE 
MILITANCY WITHIN THE PROFESSION
4HE  GOVERNMENT  UNDERSTAND  THEY  ARE  VULNERABLE  NOW 
#HARLES #LARKES SPEECH AT THE END OF -AY  WAS WIDELY 
SPUN  AS  SIGNALLING  BOTH  AN  END  TO  TESTING  AT +EY  3TAGE   
AND A SOFTENING OF  THE  TARGETSETTING CULTURE  )N  REALITY HIS 
SPEECH DID NEITHER  @3OME PEOPLE WILL ASK WHETHER GIVING 
SCHOOLS MORE  CONTROL MEANS  @FREEDOM  FROM  TARGETS  TESTS 
AND  PERFORMANCE  TABLES  )T  DOES  NOTx4ARGETS  TABLES  AND 
TESTING  ARE  HERE  TO  STAY  #LARKE  REJECTED  AS  SENTIMENTAL 
THOSE WHO OPPOSE TESTING AT +EY 3TAGE  @TESTING FOR TOTS 
AS  HE  DISMISSIVELY  TERMED  IT  !ND  HE  HELD  TO  A  DEFENCE 
OF  TESTING  WHICH  IS  CONTEMPTUOUS  OF  TEACHERS  @4ESTS  ARE 
OUR  GUARANTEE  THAT  CHILDRENS  RESULTS  ARE  BASED  ON  GOOD 
OBJECTIVE MEASURES OF WHAT THEY CAN DO 4HEY HELP TEACHERS 
JUDGE  CHILDRENS  ABILITIES  AND  PLAN  LEARNING  FOR  THEM  THAT 
TAKES  ACCOUNT  OF WHAT  THEY  CAN DO  AND WHAT  THEY  CANT 
)N  OTHER  WORDS  TEACHERS  WHO  SPEND  MONTHS  WITH  THEIR 
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STUDENTS  AND  SEE  WHAT  THOSE  STUDENTS  CAN  AND  CANT	  DO 
ACROSS A SUSTAINED PERIOD OF TIME IN A MUCH WIDER VARIETY 
OF CONTEXTS THAN CAN BE REPLICATED IN PUBLIC TESTS CANNOT BE 
TRUSTED TO GIVE @GOOD OBJECTIVE INDICATIONS OF THE CAPACITY 
OF  THEIR  STUDENTS  /NLY  3!4S  CAN  @GUARANTEE  TO  DO  THAT 
-ORE TEACHERS NEED THE DIRECTION 3!4S GIVE TO BE ABLE TO 
@PLAN  LEARNING FOR  THEIR STUDENTS  )N FACT  THE 3!4S REGIME 
EXISTS PRECISELY TO PREVENT US PLANNING LEARNING 4HE 3!4S 
REGIME IMPOSES WHAT IS TO BE LEARNED AND INCREASINGLY HOW 
IT IS TO BE LEARNED 7E MUST TEACH TO THE 3!4 4HE DISTRUST OF 
TEACHERS WHICH HAS TARNISHED EDUCATIONPOLICY FROM AT LEAST 
+ENNETH "AKERS TIME CONTINUES WITH THE CURRENT 3ECRETARY 
OF 3TATE @7E ASK TEACHERS TO USE STANDARDISED TESTS TO GIVE 
AN EXTRA GUARANTEE OF RIGOUR AND WE WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO 
"UT WE PROPOSE TO TRIAL A NEW APPROACH TO ASSESSING SEVEN
YEAROLDS  WHERE  TESTS  UNDERPIN  TEACHERASSESSMENT  RATHER 
THAN THE TWO RUNNING ALONGSIDE EACH OTHER )N OTHER WORDS 
#LARKE MAKES  CLEAR  THAT  TEACHERASSESSMENT WILL  CONTINUE 
TO  BE  REGARDED  AS  UNTRUSTWORTHY  AND  FAR  FROM  @ASKING	 
HE  WILL  REQUIRE  IT  TO  BE  @UNDERPINNED  BY  TESTS  )F  OUR 
JUDGEMENT DOES NOT REPLICATE THE JUDGEMENT OF THE TESTS IT 
IS OUR  JUDGEMENT WHICH  IS  AT  FAULT 4HE  TESTS WILL  REMAIN 
THEY  WILL  REMAIN  JUDGMENTAL  AND  THEY  WILL  REMAIN MORE 
CREDIBLE THAN TEACHERASSESSMENT -R #LARKE SEEMS TO HAVE 
LEARNED NOTHING FROM HIS ENCOUNTER JUST BEFORE THIS SPEECH 
WITH OVER A HUNDRED OF HIS OWN CONSTITUENTS AT A .ORWICH 
0RIMARY SCHOOL (ERE HE WAS VISIBLY TAKEN ABACK TO SEE JUST 
HOW MANY PEOPLE WERE WAITING TO HAVE THEIR SAY ON 3!4S 
AND  TO HEAR  THAT  THE ONLY PERSON  IN  THE  ROOM WITH A GOOD 
WORD FOR THEM WAS THE 3ECRETARY OF 3TATE FOR %DUCATION
/UT OF  THAT MEETING AND OTHERS  LIKE  IT AROUND %NGLAND 
HAS COME THE !NTI3!4S !LLIANCE DETERMINED TO BUILD THE 
BOYCOTTCAMPAIGN  BY  INVOLVING  OTHER  TEACHERUNIONS  THAN 
THE  .54  BY  BRINGING  IN  GOVERNORS  AND  (EADS  AND  BY 
ORGANISING  PARENTS  TO  DECLARE  THEIR  BACKING  FOR  TEACHERS 
AND TO SIGNAL THAT IF NECESSARY AND AS A LAST RESORT THEY WILL 
WITHHOLD  THEIR CHILDREN FROM THE  TESTS 3!4S ARE A SYMBOL 
OF  EVERYTHING  THAT  IS  WRONG  WITH  THE  GOVERNMENTS  VIEW 
OF  TEACHING  AND  LEARNING  (OURS  OF  FOLLY  THEY  REMIND  US 
YEAR  ON  YEAR  HOW MUCH  CONTROL  OVER  WHAT  WE  DO  IN  THE 
CLASSROOM  HAS  BEEN  REMOVED  FROM  US  AS  TEACHERS  AND 
HOW ACCOMMODATING WE HAVE BEEN TO PRACTICES WHICH THE 
VAST MAJORITY OF US KNOW IN OUR BONES TO BE EDUCATIONALLY 
DAMAGING .O WONDER WE FEEL ASHAMED AT SHORTCHANGING 
OUR STUDENTS WITH THE PAP OF 3!4S /UR STUDENTS CAN BE IF 
THEY  ARE  NOT  ALREADY	  MORE  SUBTLE  NUANCED  CURIOUS  AND 
INVOLVED  READERS  OF  TEXT  OR  ENGAGERS  IN  SCIENCE  OR MATHS 
THAN THE @RIGOROUS AND @OBJECTIVE 3!4S EITHER ALLOW THEM 
TO SHOW THAT THEY ARE OR ENABLE THEM TO BE "Y BOYCOTTING 
3!4S WE HAVE THE BEST OPPORTUNITY IN A DECADE TO CHANGE 
FOR THE WISER WHAT HAPPENS IN OUR CLASSROOMS 4HE CHILDREN 
WHO  TOOK 3!4S  IN  MUST BE  THE  LAST  CHILDREN EVER  TO 
HAVE TO DO SO
&OR WHEN 2OSA SAT HER +EY 3TAGE  3!4S SHE WOULDNT 
TELL HER PARENTS MUCH ABOUT IT !ND WHEN SHE DULY GOT HER 
LEVEL FIVES SHE WEPT
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*USTICE )NCLUSION AND 
#OMPREHENSIVE 6ALUES  
THREE ESSAYS ON  
COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION
$!6)$ (/7!2$ 
5NTIL THE END OF  $AVID (OWARD WAS (EADTEACHER OF &ERNDOWN 5PPER 3CHOOL IN $ORSET (E IS NOW +EY 
3TAGE 4HREE #ONSULTANT "EHAVIOUR AND !TTENDANCE	 FOR 3OMERSET (E WISHES TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT HE IS WRITING 
IN A PERSONAL CAPACITY
 *USTICE AND &AIRNESS RESTATING THE AIMS
,EAVING IS ALWAYS A TIME FOR REFLECTION )N .OVEMBER  
AS  )  WAS  PREPARING  TO  LEAVE MY  POSITION  AS  (EADTEACHER 
AFTER  TWELVE  YEARS  IN  POST  )  READ  OF  THE  DEATH  OF  THE 
PHILOSOPHER  *OHN  2AWLS  (IS  MAJOR  WORK  !  4HEORY  OF 
*USTICE  FIRST  PUBLISHED  IN  THE  EARLY  S  ARGUED  A 
STRONG  AND  NECESSARY  COMMITMENT  TO  JUSTICE  AND  FAIRNESS 
IN  SOCIETY  AND  THAT  TOGETHER  WITH  HIS  CHALLENGE  TO  THE 
EXCESSES  OF  INDIVIDUALISM  HAD  HELPED  UNDERPIN  MY  OWN 
BELIEFS IN A CAREER DEDICATED TO COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION ) 
DECIDED TO USE 2AWLS IDEAS AS A MEANS OF ASKING STUDENTS 
AND  STAFF  IN  ONE  OF MY  LAST  ASSEMBLIES  TO  REFLECT  ON  THE 
MEANING AND PURPOSE OF COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION  )T WAS 
TOO  )  HOPE  A  RECALL  BOTH  TO  THE  SENSE  OF  IDEALISM  AND 
OPTIMISM WHICH WAS THE VOCATIONAL IMPULSE FOR SO MANY OF 
US AND  TO  IDEAS  THAT ARE AT PRESENT DEEPLY UNFASHIONABLE 
&OR THE STUDENTS IT WAS AT ONCE AN ATTEMPT TO INSTIL A SENSE 
OF PRIDE AND BELONGING AND ALSO A SETTING DOWN OF A MARKER 
RELATING TO EQUALITY AND JUSTICE
4HIS IS WHAT ) SAID
@) WANT TO PUT YOU IN AN IMAGINARY SITUATION
)MAGINE THAT YOU KNOW NOTHING
9OU DO NOT KNOW WHAT PLACE IN SOCIETY YOU WILL OCCUPY 
n RICH OR POOR POWERFUL OR POWERLESS n YOU DO NOT 
KNOW
9OU DO NOT KNOW WHAT YOUR CLASS OR STATUS WILL BE
9OU DO NOT KNOW WHAT TALENTS OR ABILITIES YOU WILL 
POSSESS NOR HOW OR IF THEY WILL BE REWARDED
9OU DO NOT KNOW WHAT YOU WILL BELIEVE ABOUT LIFE NOR 
WHAT YOUR AIMS WILL BE
9OU DO NOT KNOW WHAT YOUR CHARACTER WILL BE
9OU DO NOT KNOW WHAT SORT OF ECONOMIC POLITICAL 
SOCIAL OR CULTURAL ORDER YOU WILL INHABIT
!LL THIS IS HIDDEN BEHIND A VEIL OF IGNORANCE
7HAT SORT OF SOCIETY WOULD YOU THEN CHOOSE
&OR ME IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN CLEAR !N IDEAL SOCIETY 
WOULD HAVE TO BE BASED ON EQUALITY JUSTICE AND 
FAIRNESS
7E DO NOT LIVE IN SUCH A SOCIETY !LTHOUGH IN THIS 
COUNTRY WE ARE LUCKIER THAN MOST THERE ARE STILL TOO 
MANY EXAMPLES OF INEQUALITY INJUSTICE AND UNFAIRNESS
0ERHAPS GIVEN HUMAN NATURE THE IDEAL IS IMPOSSIBLE 
AT LEAST FOR A LONG TIME "UT JUST BECAUSE WE HAVE ONLY 
A DIM VISION OF HOW THINGS MIGHT BE OR BECAUSE THE 
ROAD AHEAD IS DARK AND FULL OF POTHOLES IS NO REASON 
FOR NOT MOVING FORWARD )T IS NO REASON FOR NOT SEEKING 
IMPROVEMENT 4HE ALTERNATIVE IS TO SIT BACK AND ACCEPT 
THE INEQUALITY AND INJUSTICE 4HAT SEEMS TO ME A 
DEGRADING POSITION TO ADOPT
! COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL LIKE THIS IS BASED ON THE IDEA 
THAT WE CAN MOVE FORWARD TO THAT IDEAL OF EQUALITY AND 
JUSTICE 4O US IT DOES NOT MATTER WHETHER YOU COME FROM 
A HOUSE WORTH a OR A HOUSE WORTH a 
4O US IT DOES NOT MATTER WHETHER YOUR PARENTS EARN 
a A YEAR OR a 4O US IT DOES NOT MATTER IF 
YOU ARE TALENTED IN SPORT MUSIC SCIENCE MATHEMATICS 
LANGUAGES OR WHETHER YOU STRUGGLE IN SOME OF THESE 
7HETHER YOU ARE ABLE OR DISABLED
7HOEVER YOU ARE WHEREVER YOU COME FROM WE VALUE 
EACH ONE OF YOU AS AN INDIVIDUAL %ACH ONE OF YOU IS @OF 
WORTH %ACH ONE OF YOU DESERVES THE VERY BEST THAT WE 
CAN OFFER
)N A VERY REAL SENSE IT IS A MATTER OF RESPECT
)T IS ALSO A MATTER OF GENEROSITY OF SHARING
) WANT YOU TO BE PROUD OF THIS SCHOOL ) WANT YOU TO BE 
PROUD OF YOURSELVES AND TO DO THOSE THINGS THAT MAKE 
YOU PROUD
4AKE PRIDE IN YOURSELF YOUR FRIENDS YOUR SCHOOL
'OOD EDUCATION IS NOT JUST FOR PEOPLE FROM POSH 
HOUSES ! COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL EXISTS SO THAT WE CAN 
SHARE OUR TALENTS AND OUR POTENTIAL AND CELEBRATE OUR 
DIFFERENCES "Y WORKING TOGETHER BY SHOWING EACH 
OTHER THE DIGNITY AND RESPECT THAT EVERY HUMAN BEING 
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DESERVES WE CAN TRY TO LIVE THAT IDEAL OF EQUALITY AND 
JUSTICE AND FAIRNESS
"EHAVE THE WAY YOU WANT IT TO BE
)T  HAS  BEEN  STANDARD  FARE  AT  EDUCATIONAL  MEETINGS  AND 
CONFERENCES  FOR  TEACHERS  FROM  THE PRIVATE  SECTOR  TO  SAY  TO 
THEIR  STATE  SCHOOL  COLLEAGUES  HOW  PLEASED  THEY  ARE  TO  BE 
SHARING IN THE DISCUSSIONS BECAUSE AFTER ALL @WE ARE ALL IN 
THE SAME BUSINESS ) AM ASHAMED TO SAY THAT ALL TOO OFTEN 
A SENSE OF POLITENESS HAS HELD ME BACK FROM EXPRESSING MY 
REAL BELIEF NAMELY THAT  TEACHING IN A STATE COMPREHENSIVE 
IS  VERY  DIFFERENT  FROM  TEACHING  IN  A  SELECTIVE  OR  PRIVATE 
SCHOOL  9OU  CANNOT  COMPARE  THE  EASY  TEACHING  THERE 
WHERE  STUDENTS  KNOW  THAT  THEY  CAN BE  THROWN OUT  IF  THEY 
DO  NOT  CONFORM WITH  THE  CHALLENGES  OF  A  COMPREHENSIVE 
SCHOOL  WHERE  ONLY  A  PROPORTION  OF  THE  STUDENTS  ARE 
INITIALLY MOTIVATED TO LEARN THOUGH MANY ARE INSPIRED AND 
ENCOURAGED  TO  DO  SO  BY  THE  ENTHUSIASM  AND  EXPERTISE  OF 
THEIR TEACHERS	 ) SHOULD HAVE RESPONDED LIKE THIS
@.O WE ARE NOT IN THE SAME BUSINESS IN FACT ) AM NOT 
IN A BUSINESS AT ALL 9OU ARE IN THE BUSINESS OF PROVIDING 
CHILDREN WITH ACCESS TO THE HIGHER ECHELONS OF SOCIETY 
OR KEEPING THEM THERE	 PROVIDED THAT THEIR PARENTS CAN 
PAY -Y TASK IS TO EDUCATE ALL CHILDREN NO MATTER WHAT 
THEIR SOCIAL STATUS OR THE DEPTH OF THEIR PARENTS PURSE 
9OUR DEFINITION OF EDUCATION IS EXCLUSIVE IT IS FOR SOME 
CHILDREN ONLY -Y DEFINITION IS INCLUSIVE AND OFFERS 
HOPE AND OPPORTUNITIES TO ALL 9OU BELIEVE THAT THOSE 
WITH GREATER RESOURCES SHOULD BE ABLE TO BUY WHAT YOU 
CALL A @BETTER EDUCATION SO THAT THEY CAN MAINTAIN 
THEIR GRIP ON THOSE RESOURCES ) BELIEVE THAT A JUST AND 
FAIR SOCIETY DEMANDS OPEN ACCESS FOR ALL AND THAT A 
DECENT SOCIETY CAN BE BASED ONLY ON COOPERATION AND 
SHARING 4HE VERY STRUCTURE OF A DIVIDE BETWEEN PRIVATE 
AND PUBLIC AS IT EXISTS IN THIS COUNTRY SHOWS THAT YOU 
ARE JUDGED BY YOUR WEALTH RATHER THAN YOUR CHARACTER 
9OU WOULD NOT BE PREPARED TO COUNTENANCE A SOCIETY 
IN WHICH ALL COULD ENJOY AN EQUAL FREEDOM SINCE IT 
WOULD DESTROY ALL POSITIONS OF PRIVILEGE AND SUPPOSED 
SUPERIORITY 9OUR DEFINITION OF FREEDOM IS IN FACT ONLY 
ABOUT FREEDOM TO PAY 4HE FREEDOM THAT ) STRIVE FOR IS 
MORE OPEN AND GENEROUS IT IS NOT CASHCONSTRAINED 
9OU VALUE A FEW CHILDREN AND SEEK TO MAINTAIN THEIR 
PRIVILEGES ) VALUE ALL CHILDREN AND SEEK TO GIVE THEM 
BOTH THE CONFIDENCE TO BELIEVE THAT ALL THINGS ARE 
POSSIBLE AND THE SKILLS TO MAKE THOSE POSSIBILITIES REAL 
9OUR VALUES ARE OLIGARCHIC MINE ARE DEMOCRATIC
)F  AS  )  BELIEVE  COMPREHENSIVE  EDUCATION  REPRESENTS  AN 
IDEAL  OF  JUSTICE  AND  FAIRNESS  TO  WHICH  A  DECENT  SOCIETY 
SHOULD BE COMMITTED WHAT  IS  IT  THAT MAKES  IT  SO HARD  FOR 
THE PROPONENTS OF THAT IDEAL TO CONVINCE SOCIETY AS A WHOLE 
OF THE BENEFITS TO BE GAINED FROM COMMITMENT
)  WOULD  SUGGEST  THAT  THERE  ARE  TWO  KEY  PROBLEM 
AREAS  4HE  FIRST  RELATES  TO  INCLUSION  WHICH  IS  A  DEFINING 
CHARACTERISTIC OF COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION BUT IS FAR FROM 
BEING ACCEPTED BY MANY KEY PLAYERS 4HE MARKED INCREASE 
IN BEHAVIOURAL CHALLENGES POSED BY YOUNG PEOPLE BOTH IN 
NUMBER AND  RANGE HAS DAMAGED  THE DEBATE ABOUT ACCESS 
PROVOKING  UNDERSTANDABLY  DEFENSIVE  ATTITUDES  IN  TEACHERS 
AND  INCREASINGLY  INTOLERANT ATTITUDES  IN CONCERNED PARENTS 
4HIS THEN RELATES TO THE SECOND PROBLEM THAT OF WIDER SOCIAL 
TRENDS BUT  IN PARTICULAR  TO  THE GROWTH OVER  THE  LAST  THIRTY 
YEARS OF A CONSUMERIST @ME FIRST ATTITUDE 7ITH EDUCATION 
NOW SEEN AS A @HIGH STAKES AREA GENUINE PARENTAL CONCERN 
CAN  EASILY  TIP  OVER  INTO  NEUROSIS  THE  PRESSURES  ON  BOTH 
SCHOOLS AND THE YOUNG PEOPLE THEMSELVES ARE PLAIN TO SEE 
,EAGUE TABLES TARGETS AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A HIERARCHY 
OF SCHOOLS SERVE ONLY TO FEED THESE DEVELOPMENTS
)T IS THESE THEMES THAT ) SHALL WANT TO EXPLORE IN THE TWO 
SUBSEQUENT ESSAYS
4HE CHALLENGE FOR THE COMPREHENSIVE MOVEMENT IS NOW 
TO FIND STRONG VOICES WHO WILL THEMSELVES CHALLENGE CURRENT 
EDUCATIONAL POLICY 7E NEED PEOPLE WHO LIVE THEIR BELIEFS 
AND WHO DO NOT SEE CHOICE AS SIMPLY A MATTER OF LIFESTYLE 
OR  WHO  SEEK  TO  OBTAIN  ADVANTAGE  FOR  THEMSELVES  OR  THEIR 
FAMILIES  DESPITE  THEIR  APPARENT  STATED  CONVICTIONS  7HAT 
FOR EXAMPLE ARE WE TO SAY OF TEACHERS AND HEADTEACHERS IN 
COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOLS WHO CHOOSE SELECTIVE EDUCATION FOR 
THEIR OWN CHILDREN 4HEY MUST BELIEVE  THAT  THE EDUCATION 
THAT  THEY PROVIDE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE  IN  THEIR SCHOOLS  IS NOT 
GOOD ENOUGH FOR THEIR OWN CHILDREN (OW CAN PROFESSIONALS 
LIVE WITH THEMSELVES IF THEY BELIEVE THEIR OWN PROFESSIONAL 
SKILLS AND THOSE OF THEIR CLOSE COLLEAGUES TO BE INADEQUATE
4HE  BELIEFS  THAT  TEACHERS  HOLD  ABOUT  EDUCATION  AND 
ABOUT  SOCIETY  ARE  CRUCIAL  TO  THE  ETHOS  OF  THE  SCHOOLS  IN 
WHICH THEY WORK 4HEY CANNOT BUT AFFECT THE RELATIONSHIPS 
WITH THEIR STUDENTS AND THEIR COLLEAGUES AND IT IS ON THESE 
RELATIONSHIPS THAT THE POTENTIAL FOR LEARNING FOR GOOD OR ILL 
IS BASED
4HERE IS A POLITICAL TASK TO BE UNDERTAKEN .EW ,ABOURS 
MANTRA  OF  @STANDARDS  NOT  STRUCTURES MUST  BE  EXPOSED  FOR 
THE  SHAM  THAT  IT  IS  A  DELIBERATE  ATTEMPT  TO  DEPOLITICISE 
ARGUMENTS  ABOUT  EDUCATION  7HO  CAN  ARGUE  AGAINST  THE 
WISH  TO  RAISE  STANDARDS  )S  THAT  NOT  WHAT  EVERY  TEACHER 
TRIES  TO  ACHIEVE  EVERY  DAY  )N  RECENT  YEARS  ADVOCATES  OF 
COMPREHENSIVE  EDUCATION  HAVE  BEEN  SIDETRACKED  INTO 
NARROW  ISSUES  OF  EFFECTIVENESS  n  IMPORTANT  AS  THEY  ARE 
n WHILE FORGETTING BROADER ISSUES OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND THIS 
IS LINKED TO THE REDUCTIONIST VIEW OF A @GOOD SCHOOL BEING 
BASICALLY ONE WHICH ACHIEVES HIGH EXAMINATION RESULTS 4HE 
/&34%$  MODEL  FOR  JUDGING  SCHOOLS  ONLY  REINFORCES  THE 
ONESIDEDNESS 7E NEED TO RESTORE THE BALANCE TO REDEFINE 
WHAT IS MEANT BY @GOOD AND THAT CAN BE ACHIEVED ONLY BY 
RECONNECTING EDUCATIONAL AND SOCIAL VALUES
!T  THE SAME TIME WE MUST  REASSERT  THE  IMPORTANCE OF 
STRUCTURES  !S  2AWLS  ARGUES  STRONGLY  STRUCTURES  MATTER 
BECAUSE  THE  INCORPORATION OF  THE  PRINCIPLES  OF  JUSTICE  AND 
FAIRNESS  IN  INSTITUTIONS  IS  ESSENTIAL  FOR  THE  MAINTENANCE 
OF  SELFRESPECT  AND  THE  MUTUAL  SELFRESPECT  ON  WHICH 
ANY  DECENT  SOCIETY  DEPENDS  "Y  CREATING  JUST  AND  FAIR 
INSTITUTIONS  WE  CREATE  A  BETTER  SOCIETY  ONE  THAT  DOES 
RIGHT  BY  ALL  ITS  CITIZENS !  FULLY  COMPREHENSIVE  SYSTEM OF 
EDUCATION WOULD BE SUCH A SYSTEM IT IS A KEY FEATURE OF A 
JUST AND FAIR SOCIETY
%DUCATION HAS ALWAYS BEEN AND MUST ALWAYS BE ABOUT 
THE  SORT  OF  SOCIETY WHICH WE WISH  TO  LIVE  IN  OR  CREATE  )T 
IS  NEVER  SIMPLY  ABOUT  THE  ACQUISITION  OF  KNOWLEDGE  AND 
SKILLS
#OMPREHENSIVE  EDUCATION  IS  ABOUT  SOCIAL  JUSTICE  )T  IS 
TIME WE RAISED THE FLAG AGAIN
 )NCLUDING %VERYONE  
THE PROBLEM FOR COMPREHENSIVES
)N  THE  FIRST  ESSAY  IN  THIS  SERIES  )  OUTLINED  THE  IDEALS  OF 
JUSTICE  AND  FAIRNESS  ON  WHICH  )  BELIEVE  COMPREHENSIVE 
EDUCATION  TO  BE  BASED  USING  *OHN  2AWLS  !  4HEORY  OF 
*USTICE  AS  A  STARTING  POINT  )N  THIS  ESSAY  )  WISH  TO  SPEND 
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SOME  TIME DISCUSSING AN  ISSUE WHICH  IN MY OPINION HAS 
CAUSED  CONSIDERABLE  DIFFICULTY  FOR  COMPREHENSIVE  SCHOOLS 
AND WHICH HAS BEEN ALLOWED TO DAMAGE PARENTAL PERCEPTIONS 
OF  COMPREHENSIVE  EDUCATION !LTHOUGH  THE  OVERWHELMING 
MAJORITY OF PARENTS CONTINUE DESPITE  THE SPITE AND BILE OF 
THE  MEDIA  AND  OUR  TAME  POLITICIANS  TO  SHOW  CONFIDENCE 
IN  THEIR  LOCAL  COMPREHENSIVE  IT  IS  NEVERTHELESS  TRUE  THAT 
COMPREHENSIVES  DO  NOT  ALWAYS  ATTRACT  THE  SAME  LEVEL 
OF  AFFECTION  AS  OTHER  SCHOOLS  DO  OR  HAVE  DONE  0ARENTAL 
ATTITUDES  ENCOURAGED  BY  WIDER  TRENDS  IN  SOCIETY  CAUSE 
A  FUNDAMENTAL  PROBLEM  IN  THAT  COMPREHENSIVE  SCHOOLS 
HAVE BY THEIR VERY NATURE TO INCLUDE A NUMBER OF STUDENTS 
WITH A RANGE OF DISAFFECTED BEHAVIOURS WHO THE MAJORITY OF 
PARENTS DO NOT WANT TO SEE SHARING AN EDUCATION WITH THEIR 
OWN CHILDREN
7HILE  THE  INCLUSION  DEBATE  APPEARS  TO  CENTRE  NOW  ON 
HOW TO SAVE MONEY BY EDUCATING  IN MAINSTREAM SCHOOLS 
CHILDREN  WITH  A  WIDER  RANGE  OF  PHYSICAL  OR  LEARNING 
DIFFICULTIES  THE  TOUGHER  ISSUE  OF  HOW  TO  ADDRESS  THE 
BEHAVIOURAL  CHALLENGES OF  CHILDREN  ALREADY  IN MAINSTREAM 
SCHOOLS IS PUSHED TO ONE SIDE 9ET THERE CAN BE LITTLE DOUBT 
THAT  THIS  ISSUE  FOR  MOST  SCHOOLS  AND  THE  TEACHERS  WITHIN 
THEM AS WELL AS FOR PARENTAL PERCEPTIONS OF WHAT MAKES A 
GOOD SCHOOL IS A VERY HIGH PRIORITY
&OR ANY SCHOOL THE ISSUE OF CREATING A POSITIVE WHOLE
SCHOOL ETHOS IS CENTRAL TO ITS SUCCESS (OW DIFFICULT THIS IS 
OR NOT DEPENDS CRUCIALLY ON THE SCHOOLS SITUATION ON HOW 
IT IS PERCEIVED BOTH BY PARENTS AND THE WIDER COMMUNITY 
AND  ON  A  WHOLE  RAFT  OF  ASSUMPTIONS  ABOUT  THE  VALUE 
ACCORDED TO EDUCATION AS SUCH
&OR  A  SELECTIVE  SCHOOL  THE  TASK  IS  RELATIVELY  SIMPLE 
0ERCEIVED  AS  BEING  AT  THE  TOP  OF  THE  TREE  STUDENTS  ARE 
ASSIMILATED INTO A CULTURE OF SUPERIORITY WHICH IS REINFORCED 
BY  THE  THREAT  OF  BEING  @SENT  DOWN  TO  A  LESS  PRESTIGIOUS 
ESTABLISHMENT IF THEY DO NOT KEEP UP TO THE MARK 0ARENTAL 
GRATITUDE  FOR  THE STUDENT HAVING  @GOT  THERE  TOGETHER WITH 
SATISFYING  VISTAS  OF  THE  ACHIEVEMENTS  ANTICIPATED  FOR  THE 
FUTURE  COMBINE  TO  CREATE  A  HOMOGENOUS  CULTURE  OF  HIGH 
EXPECTATIONS  WHICH  REQUIRES  LITTLE  EXTRA  EFFORT  FROM  THE 
STAFF
&OR THOSE NOT SELECTED THE REVERSE IS TRUE 3TUDENTS ARE 
LEFT FEELING INFERIOR SELFDOUBT RULES THE BRUTAL REALISM OF 
REJECTION  UNDERMINES  ANY  FEELINGS  OF  SELFWORTH  PARENTS 
ARE  DISAPPOINTED  OR  RESIGNED  AND  ALL  TOO  OFTEN  CHOOSE 
THIS  AS  THE  POINT  TO  @SWITCH  OFF  TEACHERS  HAVE  TO  MAKE 
SUPERHUMAN EFFORTS TO REBUILD CONFIDENCE AND SELFESTEEM 
WITHOUT WHICH LEARNING BECOMES DIFFICULT IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE 
&OR A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF STUDENTS WHO ARE NOT RESILIENT 
ENOUGH TO COPE WITH MAJOR DISAPPOINTMENT IN THEIR LIVES IT 
IS EASIER TO OPT OUT ,EARNED HELPLESSNESS CHARACTERISES THEIR 
ATTITUDES 7E HAVE A SITUATION WHERE STUDENTS WHO HAVE THE 
MOST TO GAIN FROM SCHOOL ARE MORE OFTEN THAN NOT THE ONES 
WHO FAIL IN THEIR SCHOOLING
)F 2AWLS IS RIGHT THAT @A SURE CONFIDENCE IN THE SENSE OF 
ONES  OWN  WORTH  IS  PERHAPS  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  PRIMARY 
GOOD  HOW  CAN  ONE  DEFEND  THE  INJUSTICE  OF  INSTITUTIONAL 
ARRANGEMENTS WHICH VIOLATE A BASIC ENTITLEMENT IN A DECENT 
SOCIETY
7HERE  THERE  IS  A  CLEAR  DIVISION  AND  DISCOUNTING  THE 
SECONDARY  MODERN  OR  HIGH  SCHOOLS  WHICH  BOLDLY  CALL 
THEMSELVES  COMPREHENSIVE  WHEN  THEY  ARE  CLEARLY  NOT	 
IT  IS  EASY  TO  SEE  THE  COSTS  BOTH  SOCIAL  AND  EDUCATIONAL 
WHICH  ACCOMPANY  A  DIVISIVE  SYSTEM  4HOSE  WHO  SEEK  TO 
DEFEND  SELECTIVE  EDUCATION  BY  APPEALING  TO  THE  NECESSITY 
OF  PROVIDING  DIFFERENTIATED  INSTITUTIONS  ACCORDING  TO 
SUPPOSEDLY  IDENTIFIED  @ABILITIES  OR  @POTENTIAL  WILFULLY 
UNDERESTIMATE  THE  NEGATIVE  IMPACT  n  BOTH  SOCIAL  AND 
PERSONAL  n  ON  THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE  INVOLVED  "UT  IT  IS  ALSO 
MORE  STRAIGHTFORWARD  TO  BE  ABLE  TO  ARGUE  AGAINST  SUCH  A 
SYSTEM ON THE GROUNDS OF FAIRNESS AND JUSTICE WHEN ALL THE 
ODDS ARE STACKED IN FAVOUR OF A SMALL ELITE MOST OF WHOM 
COME FROM A RELATIVELY SECURE AND COMFORTABLE BACKGROUND 
IN THE FIRST PLACE
&OR A COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL THE SITUATION IS ALTOGETHER 
MORE  COMPLEX  )T  DOES  NOT  CHOOSE  ITS  STUDENTS  THEY  AND 
THEIR PARENTS CHOOSE IT 4HIS INVOLVES THE SCHOOL IN A HUGE 
EXPENDITURE  ON  MARKETING  A  TASK  THEN  MADE  INFINITELY 
MORE DIFFICULT BY THE LIMITED MEASURES OF SUCCESS IMPOSED 
BY  THE  GOVERNMENT  AND  ENJOYED  BY  THE  MEDIA  !  TRULY 
COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL CANNOT SIMPLY FOCUS ON THE SIMPLISTIC 
NOTION OF @ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE WHATEVER THAT MEANS	 AND 
ALWAYS RUNS THE RISK OF APPEARING TO WANT TO BE ALL THINGS TO 
ALL MEN 4HE FACT THAT SO MANY IN COMPREHENSIVES SUCCEED 
IN SO MANY AREAS OF THEIR WORK DESPITE HAVING TO COMPETE 
ON A SLOPING PITCH IS A TRIBUTE TO THE QUALITY OF THEIR STAFF 
BUT ONE MUST NOT UNDERESTIMATE THE CHALLENGE THAT THEY ARE 
FACING 4HIS IS THROWN PARTICULARLY INTO FOCUS IN THOSE AREAS 
OF THE COUNTRY WHERE COMPREHENSIVES HAVE TO COPE WITH A 
DIRECT  CHALLENGE  THROUGH  @CREAMING  OFF  BY  NEIGHBOURING 
GRAMMAR SCHOOLS	
)T  IS  OF  COURSE  THE  VERY  VARIETY  OF  EXPERIENCE  AND 
ATTITUDES  BROUGHT  BY  STUDENTS  WHICH  PRESENTS  TO  THE 
COMPREHENSIVE  SCHOOL  AND  ITS  TEACHERS  A  CHALLENGE WHICH 
IS  UNKNOWN  TO  THOSE  IN  SELECTIVE  SCHOOLS  )T  IS  ALSO 
PARADOXICALLY  WHY  GOOD  COMPREHENSIVE  SCHOOLS  PROVIDE 
A  RICHNESS OF  EDUCATION  THAT  OTHER  SCHOOLS  CANNOT MATCH	 
#OMPREHENSIVE  SCHOOLS  INCLUDE  A  SIGNIFICANT  NUMBER  OF 
STUDENTS FOR WHOM THE IDEA OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT IS A 
NONSTARTER AND WHOSE BEHAVIOUR REFLECTS A LACK OF CONCERN 
FOR  AND  A  LACK  OF  ENGAGEMENT  IN  @NORMAL  EDUCATIONAL 
ACTIVITIES
&OR MANY OF THESE STUDENTS IT IS NOT SIMPLY A MATTER OF 
PROVIDING  ALTERNATIVE  OR  VOCATIONAL  COURSES  OR MENTORING 
WHICH  THOUGH  OFTEN  USEFUL  CAN  SOMETIMES  BE  JUST  A 
STICKY  PLASTER  FOR  THE  SYSTEM  *UST  BEING  IN  SCHOOL  IS  NOT 
IMPORTANT  TO  THEM  AND  OFTEN  TO  THEIR  FAMILIES	  AND  THEY 
RESIST  STRENUOUSLY  ANY  ATTEMPTS  TO MAKE  THEM CONFORM  TO 
THE STANDARD EXPECTATIONS OF THE SCHOOL
7E  ARE  TALKING  HERE  OF  A  SORT  OF  MORAL  DISLOCATION 
4HE  YOUNG  PEOPLE  APPEAR  PURPOSELESS  SWAMPED  WITH 
IMMEDIATE  EMOTIONS  UNABLE  TO  SAY WHAT  THEY WANT  TO  DO 
WITH  THEIR  LIVES  AND  EVEN  IF  GIVEN  A  PLAN  OR  DIRECTION 
LACKING  EITHER  THE  INDIVIDUAL  WILLPOWER  OR  THE  PARENTAL 
SUPPORT TO SEE THINGS THROUGH
4EACHERS  ARE  THEREFORE  GIVEN  THE  EXTRAORDINARY 
TASK  OF  EITHER  BRINGING  SUCH  CHILDREN  @ON  BOARD  OR  AT 
LEAST  @HOLDING  THE  LINE  WHILE  AT  THE  SAME  TIME  KNOWING 
THAT  THEIR  BEHAVIOUR  ATTITUDES  AND  UNDER	ACHIEVEMENT 
CONTRIBUTE  SIGNIFICANTLY  TO  THE PERCEPTION OF  THE  SCHOOL  IN 
THE COMMUNITY AND SO DETRACT FROM ITS ABILITY TO COMPETE 
FOR THE MORE MOTIVATED STUDENTS )T IS WORTH NOTING THAT ONE 
OF THE MOST DAMAGING EFFECTS ON TEACHER MORALE IS THE WAY 
IN  WHICH  THEIR  @LEARNING  AND  THE  STANDARDS  OF  BEHAVIOUR 
WHICH  THEY  CHERISH  ARE  REJECTED  BY  THE  VERY  PEOPLE  THEY 
WANT TO HELP MAKE SOMETHING OF THEMSELVES 4HE TENSIONS 
THAT  ARISE  FROM  THIS  ARE  CENTRAL  TO  ANY  UNDERSTANDING  OF 
BEHAVIOURAL ISSUES IN THE CLASSROOM AND GO FAR BEYOND THE 
NORMAL TEENAGE TESTING OF BOUNDARIES )T IS NO WONDER THAT 
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THE EXCLUSIONS ISSUE HAS BEEN CENTRAL TO CONCERNS IN RECENT 
YEARS
4HERE  CAN  BE  LITTLE  DOUBT  THAT  ISSUES  OF  STUDENT 
BEHAVIOUR  HAVE  INCREASED  IN  EXTENT  AND  SEVERITY  -ANY 
COMMENTATORS  HAVE  NOTED  THE  CHANGES  IN  SOCIETY  WHICH 
HAVE CONTRIBUTED  TO WHERE WE ARE NOW  THE BREAKDOWN OF 
PATTERNS  OF  DEFERENCE  CONSUMERISM  AND  THE  DEMAND  FOR 
INSTANT GRATIFICATION HAVE COMBINED TO UNDERMINE THE OLDER 
MORE  PATIENT  MORE  TOLERANT  AND  MORE  REFLECTIVE  VIRTUES 
ON WHICH  EDUCATION WAS  BASED  #HILDREN WHO  HAVE  BEEN 
BROUGHT UP ON  A DIET  OF 3ATURDAY MORNING  TELEVISION  FIND 
CLASSROOMS @BORING 7HEN THEY BECOME TEENAGERS IT IS NOT 
SURPRISING THAT THE BUZZ OF THE STREETS HOLDS MORE ATTRACTION 
THAN THE FORMALITY OF SCHOOL 0LACE AN @IN YOUR FACE TEENAGE 
CULTURE WITHIN A GENERAL SOCIAL CONTEXT OF SELFINDULGENCE 
AND  YOU  CAN  BEGIN  TO  UNDERSTAND WHY  PUPIL  BEHAVIOUR  IS 
THE WAY IT IS
&OR  SOME  SCHOOLS  THE  (EADTEACHER  AND  3-4  ARE  SO 
OVERWHELMED  WITH  FIREFIGHTING  THAT  THEY  SIMPLY  DO  NOT 
HAVE  THE  TIME  FOR  CONSIDERATION  OF  WIDER  STRATEGY  FOR 
DEVELOPMENT PLANNING  NEW PROJECTS  OR  SCHMOOZING WITH 
SPONSORS 4HEY WILL THEN BE CRITICISED BY /&34%$ FOR NOT 
DOING  SO !  FEW  INDIVIDUALS  WILL  SUCCEED  OF  COURSE  BUT 
THEY SERVE ONLY TO EMPHASISE THE EXTRAORDINARY DIFFICULTIES 
FACED BY THE REST
7HAT  IS  A  SCHOOL  TO  DO  (OW  TO  CREATE  AN  ETHOS  OF 
ACHIEVEMENT WHEN TEACHERS ARE HAVING TO DEAL DAY IN DAY 
OUT  WITH  STUDENTS  WHOSE  EXPERIENCE  IS  SO  DISRUPTED  AND 
DISJOINTED THAT THEIR LIVES APPEAR IN THE WORDS OF ONE OF MY 
FORMER SENIOR STAFF TO BE SPIRALLING OUT OF CONTROL
)T OUGHT TO BE VERY CLEAR TO EVERYONE CONCERNED THAT THE 
MEASURES THAT SCHOOLS ARE PUSHED INTO ADOPTING SERVE ONLY 
TO REINFORCE THE NEGATIVE ATTITUDES THAT SUCH CHILDREN BRING 
TO SCHOOL IN THE FIRST PLACE
&IRST  YOU  HAVE  SETTING  OFFICIALLY  PROMOTED  BY 
/&34%$  AND  THE  'OVERNMENT  OSTENSIBLY  IN  ORDER  TO 
PROMOTE  DIFFERENTIATION  AND  HENCE  ACHIEVEMENT  BUT  USED 
BY  SCHOOL  AS  A  WAY  OF  KEEPING  @DIFFICULT  STUDENTS  AWAY 
FROM THEIR MORE MOTIVATED PEERS )N HOW MANY SCHOOLS IS 
SETTING  BY  ABILITY  REALLY  SETTING  BY  BEHAVIOUR  OR  PARENTAL 
BACKGROUND (OW  LITTLE  EMPHASIS WE HAVE  SEEN  IN  RECENT 
YEARS  ON  COLLABORATIVE  CLASSROOM  PRACTICE WHERE  STUDENTS 
CAN  HELP  AND  LEARN  FROM  EACH  OTHER  AND WHERE  LEVELS  OF 
ACHIEVEMENT FOR ALL STUDENTS	 CAN EXCEED THOSE ACHIEVED 
IN  THE  STRATIFIED  SCHOOLS  OF  THE  PRESENT  DAY  2ESEARCH 
WHICH  SHOWS  THAT  STUDENTS  ARE  NOT  DISADVANTAGED  BY 
MIXEDABILITY TEACHING IS USUALLY IGNORED AS PEOPLE SEEK TO 
MAINTAIN THEIR PREJUDICES
3ECOND YOU THEN BRING IN AN ALTERNATIVE CURRICULUM FOR 
THE BOTTOM SET TO KEEP THEM OCCUPIED AND OUT OF MISCHIEF 
4HIS  IS  NOT  TO  DECRY  THE  VALUE  OF  DIFFERENTIATION  AND  THE 
NEED FOR VOCATIONAL COURSES IT IS JUST THAT AS THEY ARE NOW 
INTRODUCED  AND  GIVEN  THE  PERSISTENCE  OF  THE  ACADEMIC
VOCATIONAL  DIVIDE WE  ARE  IN  DANGER  OF  DEVELOPING WITHIN 
SCHOOLS THE SAME DIVISION THAT MARKED OUT GRAMMARS FROM 
SECONDARY MODERNS 4HERE IS A TIGHTROPE TO WALK STRETCHED 
BETWEEN  PROVISION  OF  APPROPRIATE  LEARNING  OPPORTUNITIES 
AND MAINTENANCE OF EQUAL VALUE (OW CAN SCHOOLS COUNTER 
THE LONGSTANDING PREJUDICE OF SOCIETY AGAINST THE PRACTICAL 
AND THE TECHNICAL
3CHOOLS MAY  INDEED HAVE  TO COPE WITH  THE REALITIES OF 
LIFE  AS  THEY  FIND  IT  BUT  ONE MUST  SURELY  ASK  THE  QUESTION 
ABOUT WHAT SORT OF SOCIAL  ISSUES WE ARE STORING UP  FOR  THE 
FUTURE IF WE ARE RECREATING IN OUR SCHOOLS  THE SAME MODEL 
OF  HIERARCHY  OF  WEALTH  ACCESS  AND  OPPORTUNITY  WHICH 
DISFIGURES OUR CURRENT SOCIETY
4HERE ARE SOME KEY CHOICES FOR SCHOOLS TO MAKE
@#ITIZENSHIP  GIVES  SCHOOLS  A  TREMENDOUS  OPPORTUNITY 
TO  RECONNECT  TO  AN  IDEAL  OF  EDUCATION  IN  SOCIETY  TO  RE
FOCUS  AND PERHAPS  SHARPEN UP  THE  OFTEN AD HOC  NATURE  OF 
COMMUNITY  INVOLVEMENT  HELPING  YOUNG  PEOPLE  TO  LEARN 
ACTIVELY WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A CITIZEN 4HE METHODS ADOPTED 
ARE IMPORTANT )T IS SAD THAT SOME SCHOOLS DRIVEN NO DOUBT 
BY  SHORTTERM CONCERNS  ABOUT /&34%$ BELIEVE  THAT  THEY 
HAVE  SOLVED  THE  CITIZENSHIP  ISSUE  BY  PUTTING  STUDENTS 
THROUGH A TEXTBOOK COURSE )T IS SAD TOO THAT #ITIZENSHIP IS 
NOT ATTRACTING THE LEVEL OF RESOURCING OF SAY ,ITERACY AND 
.UMERACY &OR ALL ITS PROTESTATIONS THE 'OVERNMENT CLEARLY 
HOPES THAT CITIZENSHIP WILL BE @ABSORBED ALONG THE WAY
9ET  HERE  IS  AN  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  SCHOOLS  TO  THINK 
IMAGINATIVELY ABOUT THEIR CURRICULUM TO LINK SUBJECT AREAS 
TO LINK CLASSROOM EXPERIENCE WITH THE LOCAL COMMUNITY TO 
DEVELOP  STUDENT  PARTICIPATION  THROUGH  A  STUDENT  COUNCIL 
AND  TO  LINK  THAT  TO  WIDER  DEMOCRATIC  STRUCTURES  4HIS 
IS  ABOUT  WHOLESCHOOL  ETHOS  STUDENT  INVOLVEMENT  AND 
PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT ARE JUST TWO SIDES OF THE SAME COIN
0RIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  SHOULD  BE  WORKING 
TOGETHER  ON  DEVELOPING  A  COMPLETE  COMMUNITY  AGENDA 
OFFERING BOTH SUPPORT AND INVOLVEMENT )T WILL REQUIRE TIME 
EFFORT  AND  REAL  GENEROSITY  OF  SPIRIT  n  A  MOVE  AWAY  FROM 
THE  ENCLOSED  INWARDLOOKING  ATTITUDES  OF  THE  LAST  TWENTY 
YEARS 4HERE IS A SIGNIFICANT AGENDA HERE FOR THE ,%! n AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO FOSTER AND ENCOURAGE BUT ALSO TO ENSURE THAT 
IDEAS AND INITIATIVES ARE MAINTAINED OVER YEARS
,EARNING HOW TO RELATE TO OTHERS BOTH WITHIN SCHOOL AND 
BEYOND  IS  JUST ONE OF  THE MANY INTELLIGENCES  THAT SCHOOLS 
MUST  COMMIT  THEMSELVES  TO  DEVELOPING  IN  YOUNG  PEOPLE 
%MOTIONAL  INTELLIGENCE WITH  ITS  FOCUS  ON MANAGING ONES 
OWN EMOTIONS AND ONES RELATIONSHIPS AND ON MOTIVATION 
MUST  BE  A  KEY  COMPONENT  IN  ANY  COMPREHENSIVE  SCHOOL 
CURRICULUM AND A NUMBER OF  SCHOOLS ARE NOW DEVELOPING 
OR  APPLYING  EXPLICITLY  COURSES  WHICH  SEEK  TO  PROMOTE 
SKILLS IN THIS AREA IN BOTH STAFF AND STUDENTS )N &ERNDOWN 
WE  USED  PROGRAMMES  DEVELOPED  BY  THE  0ACIFIC  )NSTITUTE 
AND  WERE  STRUCK  BY  THE  IMPACT  ON  EMOTIONAL  AND MENTAL 
HEALTH  AND  WELLBEING  )N  THE  WIDER  $ORSET  COMMUNITY 
THE  )3%##!  0ROGRAMME  )MPROVING  3ELF%FFICACY  3ELF
%STEEM AND #ONFIDENCE OF #HILDREN AND !DULTS	 IS HAVING 
A VALUABLE  IMPACT  IN PROMOTING  SELFEFFICACY AND POSITIVE 
ATTITUDES  ACROSS  THE  RANGE  OF  PUBLIC  SERVICES  n  EDUCATION 
POLICE HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES
7HAT  MAKES  SUCH  PROGRAMMES  DIFFERENT  IS  THAT  THEY 
CANNOT  BE  @BOLTON  EXTRAS  4HE  APPROACHES  HAVE  TO  BE 
INTEGRATED  INTO  THE  FABRIC OF  THE  SCHOOL  ETHOS  )F  THEY ARE 
THEN  SCHOOLS  CAN MODEL  A WELLORDERED  SOCIETY  BASED  ON 
MUTUAL  RESPECT  JUSTICE  AND  FAIRNESS  AND  GIVE  STUDENTS 
THE CONFIDENCE TO PLAN A POSITIVE FUTURE FOR  THEMSELVES ! 
COMPREHENSIVE  SCHOOL PROVIDES  THE  IDEAL ENVIRONMENT  FOR 
YOUNG  PEOPLE  TO  PRACTISE  THE  VIRTUES  3CHOOL  THAT  DO  NOT 
CONSISTENTLY CHALLENGE YOUNG PEOPLE  IN  THIS WAY WILL  FIND 
THEMSELVES CONTINUING TO DEAL WITH ALL THE MYRIAD PROBLEMS 
WHICH ARISE FROM THE CHAOS OF DISORDERED LIVES
4HERE IS A REAL CHALLENGE INVOLVED HERE IN ENCOURAGING 
STUDENTS  TO  TAKE  RESPONSIBILITY  FOR  THEIR  OWN  LIFE  AND 
LEARNING  #AMPAIGNS  FOR  LIFELONG  LEARNING  ARE  PREDICATED 
ON PEOPLE COMING TO BELIEVE THAT NOT ONLY IS THIS IMPORTANT 
BUT THAT IT IS UP TO THEM TO MAKE A COMMITMENT AND HAVING 
DONE SO  THEY CAN SEE  IT  THROUGH AND ACHIEVE 4HE BELIEFS 
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AND ATTITUDES WHICH MAKE THIS POSSIBLE ARE BEST FOSTERED AT 
AN EARLY AGE .O COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL SHOULD BE WITHOUT 
A STRATEGY WHICH LINKS EFFECTIVE LEARNING IN THE SCHOOL WITH 
LIFELONG LEARNING AND LEARNING IN THE COMMUNITY
4HIS  IS  OF  COURSE  ANOTHER  INCLUSIVE  PROGRAMME 
,EARNING  AND  ACHIEVEMENT  ARE  FOR  ALL  NOT  JUST  FOR  THE 
PRIVILEGED FEW 4HE CHALLENGE IS TO MOTIVATE YOUNG PEOPLE 
WHO GIVE EVERY APPEARANCE OF NOT WANTING  TO  LEARN OR AT 
LEAST NOT WANTING  TO  LEARN WHAT  THE SCHOOL  IS OFFERING AND 
THE WAY IT IS BEING OFFERED
4HE  GOOD  NEWS  IS  THAT  ALL  OVER  THE  COUNTRY  IN 
COMPREHENSIVE  SCHOOLS  TEACHERS  HAVE  TAKEN  UP  THIS 
CHALLENGE  )T  IS  SOMETIMES  QUITE  STAGGERING  TO  BEHOLD 
THE  CONFIDENCE  AND  SELFASSURANCE  SHOWN  BY  SO  MANY 
WHO  LEAVE  OUR  SCHOOLS  4HEIR  EXPERIENCES  HAVE  BEEN 
SIGNIFICANTLY DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OF PREVIOUS GENERATIONS 
BUT  THERE  IS  NO  DOUBT  IN  MY  MIND  THAT  COMPREHENSIVE 
EDUCATION  HAS  PREPARED  THEM  EFFECTIVELY  FOR  THE  DIVERSITY 
OF  LIFE  IN  THE  TWENTYFIRST  CENTURY 7E  NEED  TO  ASSERT  THAT 
YOUNG  PEOPLE  WHO  HAVE  GONE  THROUGH  COMPREHENSIVE 
SCHOOLS HAVE RECEIVED A BETTER EDUCATION PRECISELY BECAUSE 
THEY HAVE BEEN EDUCATED ALONGSIDE THEIR MORE CHALLENGING 
PEERS  (OW  COULD  IT  BE  OTHERWISE  WHEN  A  @GOOD 
COMPREHENSIVE BY ITS VERY NATURE RESPONDS TO CELEBRATES 
AND WORKS WITH THE DIVERSITY OF @INTELLIGENCES WHICH MAKE 
UP HUMAN NATURE
4HE  ISSUES  THAT  WE  STILL  NEED  TO  ADDRESS  AND  WHICH 
ARE  MADE  MORE  DIFFICULT  FOR  US  BY  THE  SELFCONTRADICTORY 
POLICIES  OF  THE  'OVERNMENT  SHOULD  NOT  BLIND  US  TO  THE 
SUCCESSES  $ESPITE  EVERYTHING  COMPREHENSIVE  SCHOOLS 
HAVE MAINTAINED  A  VISION  OF  JUSTICE  AND  FAIRNESS  AND  THE 
CHILDREN IN THEIR CARE ARE THE BETTER CITIZENS BECAUSE OF IT
 -ORALITY AND *USTICE  
COMPREHENSIVE VALUES IN SOCIETY
)N  THE  FIRST  ESSAY  IN  THIS  SERIES  )  SUGGESTED  THAT  THE 
COMPREHENSIVE  IDEAL  WAS  BASED  ON  A  DESIRE  FOR  JUSTICE 
AND FAIRNESS AND THAT THESE TWO QUALITIES WERE NECESSARILY 
DENIED BY SELECTIVE EDUCATION WHETHER GRAMMAR OR PRIVATE 
SCHOOLS	
)N THE SECOND ESSAY ) PROPOSED THAT THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF  THE  COMPREHENSIVE  IDEAL  HAD  BEEN  ENDANGERED  BY 
PERCEPTIONS IN THE PUBLIC MIND OF ITS NECESSARY CONCOMITANT 
INCLUSION !S EDUCATION BECAME AN INCREASINGLY @HIGHRISK 
ENVIRONMENT FOSTERED BY THE 'OVERNMENTS OBSESSION WITH 
TARGETS AMBITIOUS PARENTS BECAME LESS AND LESS TOLERANT OF 
ANYTHING WHICH MIGHT  BE  PERCEIVED  TO  BE  THREATENING  THE 
@PROGRESS OF THEIR CHILDREN /THER CHILDREN WHO CHALLENGE 
DISRUPT  OR  ARE  LESS  COMMITTED  ARE  BEST  CONSIGNED  TO 
OUTER  DARKNESS  OR  BETTER  STILL  THE  @SINK  SCHOOL  IN  THE 
'OVERNMENTS  NEW  HIERARCHY  4HIS  REPRESENTS  A  REAL 
CHALLENGE TO THE IDEA OF EQUAL VALUE (OW CAN ONE ADDRESS 
THESE ATTITUDES
)N  THIS  ESSAY  ) WANT  TO  ADDRESS  THE  SOCIAL  PERCEPTIONS 
THEMSELVES AND REASSERT THE PRINCIPLE THAT COMPREHENSIVE 
EDUCATION CANNOT BE PUSHED INTO  THE SIDINGS WHERE  IT CAN 
BE @MODERNISED AT WILL BUT IS A KEY POLITICAL ISSUE WHICH 
RELATES  TO  OUR  CONCEPTIONS  OF  THE  SORT  OF  SOCIETY  THAT  WE 
WISH TO LIVE IN
)N  AN  ARTICLE  IN 4HE 'UARDIAN   &EBRUARY 	  THE 
0RIME -INISTER WROTE THAT THE 'OVERNMENT WAS MOTIVATED 
BY  VALUES  OF  SOCIAL  JUSTICE  EQUALITY  AND  SOLIDARITY  (E 
THEN  WENT  ON  TO  OUTLINE  HOW  PUBLIC  SERVICES  NEED  TO  BE 
CUSTOMISED  TO  FIT  THE  NEEDS  OF  THE  CONSUMER  7HAT  IS 
STRIKING  IS  THE  FAILURE  TO  REALISE  HOW  THE  EMPHASIS  ON 
CONSUMERISM  INEVITABLY  AND  NECESSARILY  UNDERMINES  THE 
VALUES  TO WHICH  HE  SAYS  HE  IS  ATTACHED 0UT  QUITE  SIMPLY 
CONSUMERISM  AND  CHOICE  ARE  OPTIONS  ONLY  FOR  THOSE  WITH 
WEALTH 0EOPLE LIVING ON BENEFITS DO NOT HAVE THE LUXURY OF 
PERUSING THE PAGES OF 7HICH
)F YOU PUSH CONSUMERISM AS YOUR POLICY OF CHOICE THEN 
ALL YOU DO IS CONFIRM THE GROSS INADEQUACIES WHICH EXIST IN 
SOCIETY IN THE FIRST PLACE )T  IS A STRANGE FACT  THAT WHEREAS 
TEACHERS  EMPHASISE  TO  CHILDREN  THAT  THEY CANNOT HAVE  JUST 
WHAT  THEY  WANT  OR  DO  AS  THEY  PLEASE  AND  THAT  DEFERRED 
GRATIFICATION IS THE NAME OF THE GAME IN ADULT SOCIETY NOW 
THE REVERSE  IS  TRUE @) WANT  IT NOW IS  JOINED WITH @)TS MY 
RIGHT AND @9OU CANT STOP ME 3INCE INCREASINGLY THESE ARE 
FOUND IN THE LANGUAGE OF PRESCHOOL TOO IT IS NOT ALTOGETHER 
SURPRISING  THAT  SCHOOLS  FIND  IT  DIFFICULT  TO  MAINTAIN  WHAT 
THEY BELIEVE ARE APPROPRIATE MORAL STANDARDS
0ARENTS  SHOW  THEMSELVES  TO  BE  CAUGHT  UP  IN 
INCONSISTENCIES  AND  CONTRADICTIONS  OFTEN  WANTING  THEIR 
CHILDREN  TO WORK  HARD  AND MAKE  PROGRESS WHILE  DENYING 
BY THEIR VERY LIFESTYLE THE VERY QUALITIES WHICH MIGHT SERVE 
AS AN EXAMPLE  TO  THOSE CHILDREN ,IFESTYLE  ISSUES ARE NOW 
OF CENTRAL IMPORTANCE .OTHING MUST IMPINGE ON ACCESS TO 
IMMEDIATE MATERIAL SATISFACTION SYMBOLISED IN HOUSE NEW 
CAR  REGULAR  HOLIDAYS  NOW  OFTEN  TAKEN  IN  TERM  TIME	  AND 
AN ACTIVE SOCIAL  LIFE BUT AT  THE  SAME  TIME CONCERNS ABOUT 
CHILDRENS  PROGRESS  AND  ACHIEVEMENT  HAVE  NEVER  BEEN  SO 
ACUTE 4HE TENSIONS ARE PALPABLE
&OR  EXAMPLE  PARENTS  APPARENTLY  CHOOSE  SCHOOLS  FOR 
THE  WIDE  RANGE  OF  EXTRACURRICULAR  ACTIVITIES  OFFERED  BUT 
LEAVE THE GAMES TEACHER STRUGGLING TO PUT TOGETHER A NETBALL 
TEAM  ENCOURAGING  THEIR  CHILDREN  INSTEAD  TO  SEEK  PART
TIME EMPLOYMENT !DVICE  IS CONSTANTLY SOUGHT AS  TO WHAT 
COMPUTER  SOFTWARE  BOOKS  PRIVATE  TUITION  TO PURCHASE  IN 
THE  BELIEF  THAT  ACQUISITION  WILL  BRING  RESULTS  RATHER  THAN 
EFFORT AND COMMITMENT 3OCIETY IS BASED ON WHAT YOU BUY
#HOICE  BECOMES  THE  NUMBER  ONE  PRINCIPLE  AND  YET 
THERE  IS  A  RELUCTANCE  TO  ACCEPT  THAT  CHOICE  BRINGS  BOTH 
RESPONSIBILITY  AND  CONSEQUENCES  "OTH  ARE  OFTEN  AVOIDED 
/N A WIDER PERSPECTIVE IT CAN BE ARGUED THAT MORE CHOICE 
BRINGS  GREATER  POSSIBILITY  OF  DISAPPOINTMENT  !S  CHOICE 
HAS BECOME A RIGHT PEOPLE HAVE BECOME UNDERSTANDABLY 
LESS  WILLING  TO  PUT  UP  WITH  EXISTING  SITUATIONS  4HE 
DEMAND  FOR  IMMEDIATE  SATISFACTION  MAKES  THE  PROBLEMS 
MORE  ACUTE  PARTICULARLY  FOR  EDUCATION  WHERE  CHANGE  IS 
INEVITABLY GRADUAL AND THE IMPORTANT RESULTS MAY NOT SHOW 
THEMSELVES FOR YEARS
4HE  SAME  TENSIONS  OVER  INDIVIDUALISM  CAN  BE  SEEN  IN 
THE APPLICATION OF CONSISTENCY (EADTEACHERS GROW RESIGNED 
TO  DEALING  WITH  PARENTS  WHO  WANT  UNIFORMITY  IN  THE 
APPLICATION OF BEHAVIOUR POLICY FOR EXAMPLE UNTIL IT COMES 
TO THE PARENTS OWN CHILD WHO MUST BE TREATED AS A SPECIAL 
CASE 4HE SAME ARGUMENT APPLIES TO ADMISSIONS AND SETTING 
ARRANGEMENTS  AS  OTHER  EXAMPLES  (OWEVER  MUCH  PEOPLE 
MIGHT APPEAR TO BELIEVE IN FAIRNESS THEY ALSO WANT TO SECURE 
ADVANTAGE FOR THEMSELVES WHENEVER POSSIBLE &AIRNESS HAS 
COME  TO  MEAN  FAIRNESS  FOR  ME  OR  MY  CHILDREN  4HERE  IS 
NO WIDER  CONCEPTION OF  A  FAIR  COMMUNITY  OR  SOCIETY 4HE 
BALANCE  OF  SOCIETY  HAS  TIPPED  SO  FAR  TOWARDS  A  CULTURE  OF 
INDIVIDUALISM  THAT  THE  IDEA  OF  THE  COMMON GOOD  HAS  LOST 
ALL CURRENCY 4HIS IS A PROCESS WHICH HAS BEEN ENCOURAGED 
BY  SUCCESSIVE GOVERNMENTS  AND  THEIR MEDIA  FRIENDS WHO 
AT THE SAME TIME BERATE SCHOOLS UNFAIRLY FOR THE ANTISOCIAL 
BEHAVIOUR OF A MINORITY OF YOUNG PEOPLE WHOSE PROBLEMS 
&/25-  6OLUME  .O   
STEM  FROM  THE  FRAGMENTATION  OF  THEIR  LIVES  AND  THEIR 
COMMUNITIES  )N  SHORT  THE  WHOLE  TENOR  OF  SOCIETY  TODAY 
WORKS  AGAINST  ANY  CONCEPTION  OF  THE  NEED  TO  COOPERATE 
AND  SHARE  AND  INDEED  DENIES  THAT  WE  MIGHT  BE  RICHER 
BOTH  AS  INDIVIDUALS  AND  A  SOCIETY  BY  LEARNING  TOGETHER 
4HE NOTION OF EDUCATION AS A  JOINT ENTERPRISE  FROM WHICH 
ALL CAN BENEFIT HAS BEEN RELEGATED TO THE DUST OF THE STOCK 
CUPBOARD  !  RUTHLESS  @DEVIL  TAKE  THE  HINDMOST  ATTITUDE 
RULES  3EEN  IN  THIS  LIGHT  THE  REINFORCEMENT  OF  SELECTION 
AND  THE  INTRODUCTION  OF  A  HIERARCHY  OF  SCHOOLS  COULD  BE 
JUST WAYS OF RESPONDING TO SOCIETYS WISHES AND COUNTERING 
PARENTAL  RESISTANCE  TO  INCLUSION  -ERITOCRATIC  THINKING  IS 
ALLIED TO A DEFENCE OF THE STATUS QUO )S GOVERNMENT POLICY 
SIMPLY A MEANS OF RESPONDING TO THE SOCIAL SNOBBERY WHICH 
HATES THE IDEA OF CHILDREN FROM @NICE HOMES HAVING TO SIT 
NEXT  TO  THOSE FROM SOCIAL HOUSING &AR  FROM LEADING ON A 
MATTER OF PRINCIPLE THE 'OVERNMENT IS GOING WITH THE FLOW 
)NDEED  IT DOES NOT  EVEN APPEAR  TO KNOW  THAT  THERE MIGHT 
BE A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE INVOLVED %VEN MORE SERIOUSLY NO
ONE APPEARS READY TO SPELL OUT  THE SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES OF 
UNBRIDLED INDIVIDUALISTIC CONSUMERISM &OR THESE REASONS 
4IM  "RIGHOUSES  IMAGINATIVE  PROPOSAL  OF  DEVELOPING 
A  @COLLEGIATE  OF  SCHOOLS  WELCOME  AS  IT  IS  SEE  &ORUM 
6OL  .O 	 MIGHT WELL FOUNDER ON THE ROCK OF PARENTAL 
PREFERENCE  !LL  TOO  MANY  SCHOOLS  NOWADAYS  FEARFUL  OF 
NEGATIVE  PERCEPTIONS  ARE  RULED  BY  THE  PARENTAL  @7E  HOLD 
WHAT WE HAVE #HILDREN FROM BETTEROFF FAMILIES ARE THREE 
TIMES MORE LIKELY THAN THEIR POORER CLASSMATES TO GAIN FIVE 
GOOD '#3%S 7HAT IS THERE TO GAIN FOR THE PARENT OF A CHILD 
AT  A  FAVOURED  SCHOOL  DIVERTING  ANY OF  ITS  RESOURCES  TO  THE 
@COLLEGIATE !T THE VERY LEAST THE @WINWIN NOTION INHERENT 
IN  A  COOPERATIVE  APPROACH  NEEDS  TO  BE  ARTICULATED  EVEN 
MORE FORCEFULLY
!T PRESENT THERE SEEMS LITTLE LIKELIHOOD &OR ALL ITS FINE 
WORDS  ABOUT  INCLUSION  AND  ACCESS  THE  'OVERNMENT  HAS 
INTRODUCED  EDUCATION  POLICIES  WHICH  WORK  AGAINST  THESE 
AND HAS  RESOLUTELY  REFUSED  TO ADDRESS  THE STRUCTURAL  ISSUES 
WHICH  AT  PRESENT  CREATE  A  DIVIDED  SOCIETY  4HE  EMPHASIS 
IS  STILL  THAT  OF  THE  MAJORITY  OF  GOVERNMENTS  THROUGHOUT 
THE  AGES  KEEP  THE  MAJORITY  REASONABLY  HAPPY  SO  AS  TO 
GAIN  REELECTION  AND  MAINTAIN  THE  PRIVILEGES  OF  THE  FEW 
)NEQUALITIES  OF  WEALTH  SUCH  AS WE  HAVE  SEEN  GROWING  IN 
THE LAST THIRTY YEARS PUT EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY IN JEOPARDY 
AND UNDERMINE THE COHESIVENESS OF SOCIETY
4HE CYNICISM BRED BY SUCH ATTITUDES TOGETHER WITH THE 
RUTHLESS  IMPOSITION  OF  OFTEN  ILLCONSIDERED  POLICIES  HAS 
PLAYED  ITS PART  IN UNDERMINING  THE OPTIMISM AND  IDEALISM 
OF  A  GENERATION  OF  TEACHERS  'OVERNMENT  @REFORMS  HAVE 
BEEN  A  CALCULATED  STRATEGY  TO  MOVE  TEACHERS  AWAY  FROM 
QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PURPOSE OF EDUCATION AND THE NATURE OF 
SOCIETY
)F TEACHERS ARE NOW MERE OPERATIVES WHO DELIVER A PRE
PACKAGED CURRICULUM HOWEVER WELL THEY DO IT	 THERE IS NO 
SPACE EITHER  FOR CREATIVE  THINKING OR  FOR  THE  INDEPENDENT
MINDED  CHALLENGE  TO  EXISTING  PATTERNS  OF  THOUGHT  WHICH 
HAS  BEEN  CENTRAL  TO  THREE  THOUSAND  YEARS  OF  %UROPEAN 
TRADITION  7E  MUST  ASK  THE  QUESTION  )S  EDUCATION  THERE 
MERELY TO @FIT YOUNG PEOPLE FOR THEIR LIFE IN A PREORDAINED 
SOCIAL  STRUCTURE  AND  IN  PARTICULAR  AS  ECONOMIC  PRODUCERS 
AND  CONSUMERS  OR  IS  IT  THERE  TO  FOSTER  A WIDER  AND MORE 
GENEROUS  CONCEPTION  OF  HUMAN  LIFE  AND  IN  SO  DOING  TO 
ENCOURAGE A POTENTIALLY CRITICAL ATTITUDE  TO  THE  LIMITED AND 
LIMITING VIEWS OF THE PROPONENTS OF THE DISMAL SCIENCE
)T  MIGHT  WELL  SEEM  THAT  IN  PUSHING  COMPREHENSIVE 
EDUCATION WE ARE IN FACT TELLING PEOPLE WHAT THEY SHOULD 
WANT AND HOW THEY SHOULD  LIVE  THEIR  LIVES 4HIS WOULD BE 
THE ACCUSATION  FROM  THE NEOLIBERALS WHO HAVE DOMINATED 
POLITICAL THINKING IN RECENT YEARS AND TO WHOM ANY CRITICISM 
OF MARKETBASED INDIVIDUALISM IS ANATHEMA 7HAT WE HAVE 
BEEN COMING TO REALISE PARTICULARY IN THE ANTIGLOBALISATION 
DEBATE AND WITH THE HELP OF WRITERS SUCH AS 4HOMAS &RANK 
AND 'EORGE -ONBIOT IS THAT THIS RIGHTWING STANCE WAS JUST 
A SMOKESCREEN TO DISGUISE THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE RICH ARE 
OPPRESSING AND EXPLOITING THE POOR
4HE REAL PROBLEM IS THAT IN TERMS OF THE MAIN POLITICAL 
PARTIES  THERE  APPEARS  TO  BE  NO  CHOICE  AND  NOONE  IS 
PRESENTING A COHERENT ALTERNATIVE TO THE RIGHTWING IDEOLOGY 
OF  THE  MARKET  /NE  MIGHT  ARGUE  THAT  THIS  IS  IRONICALLY 
ANOTHER  VERSION  OF  THE  @ONE  SIZE  FITS  ALL  IDEA  (OWEVER 
THERE  IS AN ALTERNATIVE AND IT  IS ABOUT ENABLING CITIZENS TO 
BECOME  FULL  AND  FREE  PEOPLE  RATHER  THAN  JUST  CONSUMERS 
)T  DEFINES  WEALTH  NOT  SIMPLY  IN  TERMS  OF  INCOME  BUT  IN 
TERMS  OF  WHAT  WE  SHARE 7EALTH  IS  OUR  CAPACITY  TO MAKE 
USE  OF  AND  ENJOY  OUR  FREEDOMS  )N  THIS  NEW  CONCEPT 
PUBLIC SERVANTS n OBJECTS OF DERISION BY POLITICIANS FOR THE 
LAST  THIRTY  YEARS  BECAUSE  THEY  ARE  NOT  @WEALTH  CREATORS 
n  CONTRIBUTE  FABULOUSLY  TO  THE  WEALTH  OF  A  SOCIETY  4HEY 
ARE  THE GLUE  THAT HOLDS SOCIETY  TOGETHER 4HEY PROVIDE  THE 
BEDROCK WHICH ALLOWS INDIVIDUALS TO MAKE THE MOST OF THEIR 
OPPORTUNITIES 7ITHOUT THEM WE ARE ALL IMPOVERISHED .EO
LIBERALISM  WITH  ITS  EMPHASIS  ON  INDIVIDUALISTIC  MONEY
MAKING  IS PARASITIC ON  THE GOOD WILL  AND COMMITMENT OF 
PUBLIC SERVANTS
)N  AN  ALTERNATIVE  VISION  COMPREHENSIVE  EDUCATION 
WITH ITS MODEL OF COOPERATION AND ITS STRESS ON THE VALUING 
OF  ALL MEMBERS OF  A  SOCIETY MUST  FIGURE  STRONGLY 4HIS  IS 
ABOUT  LEARNING  TO  BE  ACTIVE  CITIZENS  AND  RECOGNISING  THE 
CONTRIBUTION  THAT  EACH  PERSON  CAN MAKE  TO  SOCIETY  RATHER 
THAN MEASURING THE SIZE OF SOMEONES WALLET *USTICE HAS TO 
BE SEEN TO BE DONE THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS OF A SOCIETY
)N THE FIRST ESSAY IN THIS SERIES ) PUBLISHED THE TEXT OF A 
SCHOOL ASSEMBLY GIVEN ON THE THEME OF JUSTICE AND FAIRNESS 
)T MIGHT BE PROFITABLE TO SEE WHAT THE REVERSE MIGHT BE
9OU ARE THE ELITE 4HAT IS WHY YOU ARE AT THIS SCHOOL 
7EALTH POWER AND INFLUENCE ARE YOURS FOR THE TAKING 
9OUR FUTURE IS BRIGHT
4HERE WILL BE MANY WHO LOOK AT YOU AND YOUR POSITION 
WITH ENVY !ND SO THEY SHOULD 9OU ARE THE ROLE 
MODELS FOR OUR SOCIETY 9OUR ACHIEVEMENTS WILL BE AN 
INSPIRATION TO OTHERS 7ITH HARD WORK AND GOOD FORTUNE 
A FEW OF THEM WILL JOIN YOUR RANKS 7ELCOME THEM 7E 
BELIEVE IN OPPORTUNITY
$O NOT FEEL SORRY FOR THOSE LESS FORTUNATE THAN YOU 
3UCH FEELINGS WILL ONLY WEAKEN YOUR RESOLVE 3OCIETY AS 
A WHOLE WILL BENEFIT FROM YOUR PRIVILEGES 4HE WEALTH 
WILL TRICKLE DOWN AND ALL WILL BE RICHER
$O NOT UNDERESTIMATE THE COST TO YOURSELVES THE CUT
THROAT COMPETITION THE STRESS OF BETTING MILLIONS ON THE 
MARKETS THE BOARDROOM BATTLES THE HARD FIGHTING OF 
MERGER AND TAKEOVER 4HROUGH ALL THIS YOU MUST KEEP 
YOUR FOCUS ON YOUR OWN ADVANCEMENT 9OU WILL BE 
REWARDED HANDSOMELY
$O NOT BE SEDUCED BY THE PIPEDREAMS OF THE BLEEDING 
HEARTS 4HIS IS A COMPETITIVE WORLD AND YOU MUST FIGHT 
4HOSE AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PILE MUST ACCEPT THEIR LOT IN 
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LIFE AND FOR THOSE THAT DO NOT THERE IS AN EXPANDING 
PRISON BUILDING PROGRAMME
$O NOT BE ASHAMED OF BEING BETTER 9OU ARE HERE AT 
THIS SCHOOL TO ACHIEVE AND MAINTAIN A POSITION OF 
SUPERIORITY
7E MUST REMEMBER THE WORDS OF THE HYMN AS TRUE NOW 
AS IT WAS WHEN IT WAS WRITTEN IN 
4HE RICH MAN IN HIS CASTLE
4HE POOR MAN AT HIS GATE
'OD MADE THEM HIGH OR LOWLY
!ND ORDERD THEIR ESTATE
.OTHING HAS CHANGED AND THERE IS NO REASON WHY IT 
SHOULD
/F  COURSE  FEW WOULD  SAY  THIS  AT  LEAST  NOT  OPENLY  (OW 
COULD YOU INCORPORATE GREED AND SELFISHNESS A DISREGARD FOR 
OTHERS AN EMPHASIS ON SOCIAL DIVISION AND THE MAINTENANCE 
OF PRIVILEGE INTO 0ERSONAL 3OCIAL AND (EALTH %DUCATION OR 
INTO A POLICY FOR MORAL EDUCATION
!ND  YET  THIS  IS  PRECISELY  THE  MESSAGE  PREACHED  BY 
THE  STRUCTURE  OF  SELECTIVE  EDUCATION  9OU  HAVE  ONLY  TO 
EXPERIENCE  n  FORTUNATELY  RARELY  n  THE  SUPERCILIOUS  AND 
ARROGANT  ATTITUDE  OF  THOSE  FROM  SOCALLED  ELITE  SCHOOLS  TO 
REALISE HOW THEIR @SEPARATE EDUCATION CONDITIONS THEM INTO 
FIRST  ACCEPTING  THEIR  SUPPOSED  SUPERIORITY  AND  THEN  INTO 
TRUMPETING  IT  LOUDLY  FOR  ALL  TO  HEAR 4HEIR  GRACIOUS  OFFERS 
OF A FEW SCRAPS FROM THEIR RICH TABLES SHOULD BE SEEN FOR THE 
PATRONISING NASTINESS THAT THEY ARE
)N THE LAST THIRTY YEARS POLITICIANS HAVE BEEN ADJUSTING 
EDUCATION  TO  FIT  MORE  CLOSELY  THE  NEEDS  AND  ASPIRATIONS 
OF  A  RECREATED  HIERARCHICAL  CLASSBOUND  SOCIETY  WHICH 
IS  NINETEENTHCENTURY  IN  ITS  ASSUMPTIONS  %DUCATION  IS  IN 
DANGER  OF  BECOMING  AGAIN  A MEANS OF  COMPELLING PEOPLE 
TO  KNOW  AND  ACCEPT  THEIR  PLACE  IN  SOCIETY  )T  SHOULD 
SURPRISE  NOONE  AS  'EORGE  -ONBIOT  HAS  ARGUED  4HE 
'UARDIAN    *ANUARY  	  THAT  THE  PRESENT 'OVERNMENT 
SEES  EDUCATION  AS  A  MARKETABLE  COMMODITY  &RANCIS 
"ECKETT  .EW  3TATESMAN    3EPTEMBER  	  IS  RIGHT  IN 
SHOWING HOW EDUCATION IS IN DANGER OF BEING TAKEN OVER BY 
CORPORATE BUSINESS VALUES !S WE NOW SEE ONLY TOO CLEARLY 
-RS  4HATCHERS  EMPHASIS  ON  6ICTORIAN  VALUES  HAS  BEEN 
CONTINUED BY HER SUCCESSORS
&OR  THE  REMAINING  BATTERED  SUPPORTERS  OF  THE 
COMPREHENSIVE  IDEAL  THERE  ARE  STILL  KEY  QUESTIONS  TO  ASK 
(OW CAN WE CREATE AN EDUCATION SYSTEM FOR A DEMOCRATIC 
SOCIETY PARTICULARLY IF THAT SOCIETY IS MOVING QUICKLY AWAY 
FROM THE IDEAL OF A PARTICIPATIVE DEMOCRACY )N ! 4HEORY OF 
*USTICE  *OHN 2AWLS MADE  THE  FOLLOWING CONTRAST BETWEEN 
THE PRINCIPLE OF A DECENT SOCIETY AND THE POLITICAL PRESSURE 
TO INCREASE UNFAIRNESS
7HEN SOCIETY IS CONCEIVED AS A SYSTEM OF COOPERATION 
DESIGNED TO ADVANCE THE GOOD OF ITS MEMBERS IT SEEMS 
QUITE INCREDIBLE THAT SOME CITIZENS SHOULD BE EXPECTED 
ON THE BASIS OF POLITICAL PRINCIPLES TO ACCEPT STILL LOWER 
PROSPECTS OF LIFE FOR THE SAKE OF OTHERS
9ET  THIS  IS  PRECISELY  THE  SITUATION  THAT  WE  NOW  HAVE 
PRECISELY WHAT  THE  PROPONENTS  OF  SELECTIVE  EDUCATION  AND 
HIERARCHIES OF SCHOOLS NOW ARGUE FOR
7E ARE AT A DIFFICULT POINT #OMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION HAS 
NOT  FAILED 4HE  OVERWHELMING MAJORITY  OF  COMPREHENSIVE 
SCHOOLS ARE SUCCESSES 4HE YOUNG PEOPLE THAT THEY EDUCATE 
ARE AS WELLEQUIPPED TO FACE THE CHALLENGES OF THE FUTURE AS 
ANY GENERATION HAS EVER BEEN AND PROBABLY BETTER 7HAT IS 
MORE BY BUILDING  INTO  THEIR WORK A STRONG PROGRAMME OF 
CITIZENSHIP BASED ON JUSTICE FAIRNESS AND MUTUAL RESPECT 
AND BY EMPHASISING MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES WITH PARTICULAR 
ATTENTION  TO  EMOTIONAL  INTELLIGENCE  SCHOOLS  CAN  BATTLE 
AGAINST THE SELFISHNESS WHICH DISFIGURES SO MUCH OF SOCIETY 
AND  CAN  REASSERT  THE  VALUES  OF  COOPERATION  AND  MUTUAL 
RESPECT
#OMPREHENSIVE  EDUCATION  SO  VILIFIED  IN  RECENT  YEARS 
HAS FOSTERED RISING STANDARDS AT A TIME OF INCREASING SOCIAL 
DIVISION  "UT  BESET  BY  THE  CONTINUING  LIES  OF  THE  MEDIA 
AND  ITS ATTENDANT POLITICIANS  IT HAS HAD  TO DEFEND  ITSELF AS 
IF  STANDARDS WERE  FALLING  4HE  LIES  HAVE  BECOME  THE  NEW 
ORTHODOXY  AND  HAVE  BEEN  USED  TO  IMPOSE  A  UTILITARIAN 
STRAIGHTJACKET  ON  TEACHING  AND  A  NEOLIBERAL  STRUCTURE  ON 
SCHOOLS !S  THE  'OVERNMENT  PULLS  US  INEXORABLY  TOWARDS 
THE  IDEA  OF  EDUCATION  AS  A  SALEABLE  COMMODITY  WE  NEED 
TO  CHALLENGE  THE  DIRECTION  AS  4IM  "RIGHOUSE  DID  SO 
MEMORABLY  IN  HIS  NIGHTMARE  VISION  OF    IN  HIS  "RIAN 
3IMON -EMORIAL ,ECTURE
/NE THING THOUGH IS CLEAR )F WE DO NOT RECONNECT THE 
IDEAL  OF  COMPREHENSIVE  EDUCATION  TO  WIDER  IDEALS  ABOUT 
A  JUST  AND  FAIR  SOCIETY  EDUCATION WILL  BE  DRAGGED  FURTHER 
DOWN  THE  ROUTE  OF  NARROW  MANAGERIALISM  AND  CORPORATE 
STRATEGIES 4HAT FUTURE FOR OUR YOUNG PEOPLE WOULD BE BLEAK 
INDEED 
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&LOOR 4ARGETS 7ILL  
#AUSE 3CHOOLS TO &AIL
$!6)$ "2/7. 
4HE AUTHOR OF THIS ARTICLE HAS RECENTLY RETIRED FROM A HEADSHIP IN @!NYSHIRE 7E HAVE GIVEN HIM A FICTITIOUS 
NAME IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THE ANONYMITY OF THE SCHOOLS HE DESCRIBES
3CHOOL PERFORMANCE CAN BE  READILY AND VALIDLY COMPARED 
BY MEANS OF A SCATTERGRAPH RELATING AVERAGE '#3% SCORES 
TO  AVERAGE  INTAKE  ATTAINMENT  SCORES  4HIS  CHART  CONTAINS 
REAL DATA FOR !NYSHIRE WHICH IS A REAL ,%! WITH A '#3% 
PERFORMANCE CLOSE TO THE NATIONAL AVERAGE 4HE CHART SHOWS 
AND COMPARES THE  '#3% PERFORMANCE OF EVERY STATE 
SECONDARY  SCHOOL  IN !NYSHIRE  )T PLOTS  THE AVERAGE '#3% 
SCORE PER PUPIL  FOR  EACH  SCHOOL  AGAINST  THE  AVERAGE  SCORE 
FOR  THE  SAME  COHORT  IN  THE  STANDARDISED .F%2  TESTS  TAKEN 
IN /CTOBER OF YEAR  ON ENTRY  TO  THE SCHOOL  IN  4HIS 
ANALYSIS  IS  POSSIBLE  BECAUSE  !NYSHIRE  HAS  A  POLICY  OF 
TESTING ALL PUPILS IN YEAR  AND USING THE RESULTS TO DRIVE ITS 
3PECIAL .EEDS BUDGET FORMULA
4HE  CHART  INCLUDES  A  REGRESSION  LINE  AND  ITS  FORMULA 
4HIS IS POTENTIALLY A VERY POWERFUL TOOL FOR JUDGING SCHOOL 
DEPARTMENT AND PUPIL PERFORMANCE 4HE FORMULA SUGGESTS 
THAT  ON  THE  BASIS  OF  THE  !NYSHIRE  DATA  A  @BENCHMARK 
'#3% POINT SCORE FOR ANY PUPIL OR GROUP OF PUPILS CAN BE 
CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS
'#3%  !VERAGE  0OINTS  SCORE	      X  .F%2  #!4 
SCORE	 
4HIS RELATIVELY SIMPLE METHOD USING STANDARD SOFTWARE 
ENABLES POWERFUL COMPARATIVE DATA TO BE LOCALLY PRODUCED 
BASED ON ANY FORM OF PUPIL OR SCHOOL GROUPING )TS ADOPTION 
CAN BE UNDER USER CONTROL THUS PROVIDING BENEFITS IN TERMS 
OF  PROMOTING  TARGETED  ENHANCED  LEARNING  WITHOUT  RISKING 
SUSPICIONS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  $F%3  DIRECTION  AND  CONTROL 
4HIS IS  LIKELY TO BE THE NEXT MAJOR ISSUE ON THE AGENDA OF 
THE GOVERNMENT AND THIS PAPER PRESENTS AN ALTERNATIVE AND 
MORE EFFECTIVE APPROACH
4HE  CHART  SHOWS  A  HIGH  CORRELATION  BETWEEN  THE 
.F%2  #!4  SCORE  AND  '#3%  PERFORMANCE  CONFIRMING 
THE  PREDICTIVE  POWER  OF  THE .F%2  DATA WHICH  REPRESENTS 
THE  RESULTS  OF  THOUSANDS  OF  PUPILS  COLLECTED  OVER  MANY 
YEARS !S  UNLIKE +3 3!4S  THE .F%2  TEST  IS  NOT  RELATED 
TO  GOVERNMENT  TARGETS  IS  NOT  THE  BASIS  OF  SCHOOL  LEAGUE 
TABLES  DOES  NOT  CHANGE  FROM  YEAR  TO  YEAR  PUPILS  DO  NOT 
PREPARE FOR IT AND THE RESULTS ARE STATISTICALLY STANDARDISED 
IT PROVIDES A GOOD BASELINE MEASURE FOR COMPARING '#3% 
PERFORMANCE  4HE  RESULTING  CHART  PROVIDES  A  TRUE  @VALUE 
ADDED  INDICATOR  FOR  COMPARING  SCHOOLS  ON  THE  BASIS  OF 
PRIOR ATTAINMENT 4HE GREATER THE PERPENDICULAR DISTANCE OF 
THE SCHOOL ABOVE OR BELOW THE REGRESSION LINE THE BETTER OR 
WORSE  THE PERFORMANCE OF  THE SCHOOL 3CHOOLS ON  THE  LINE 
ARE PERFORMING IN LINE WITH THE ,%! AVERAGE
)T  IS  IMPORTANT  TO  NOTE  THAT  THIS  ANALYSIS  DOES  NOT 
SEPARATELY  INCLUDE  ANY  ALLOWANCE  FOR  SOCIAL  DEPRIVATION 
FACTORS  )T  IS  BASED  ENTIRELY  ON  THE  TEST  SCORES  OF  PUPILS 
SHORTLY  AFTER  ENTRY  TO  SECONDARY  SCHOOL  4HIS  SUGGESTS 
THAT A SCHOOL WITH A MUCH LOWER INTAKE THAN THE !NYSHIRE 
AVERAGE  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  EXTREME  SOCIAL  DEPRIVATION 
FACTORS  SHOULD  FIND  IT MORE  DIFFICULT  TO MEET  THE  AVERAGE 
!NYSHIRE PERFORMANCE THAN SCHOOLS AT THE OTHER END OF THE 
DISTRIBUTION
)N !NYSHIRE  ALL  BUT  TWO  SCHOOLS  HAVE  AVERAGE  INTAKE 
.F%2 SCORES IN THE RANGE n 4HE TWO SCHOOLS OUTSIDE 
THIS  RANGE  ARE  THEREFORE  OF  INTEREST  4HE  SCHOOL  WITH  THE 
LOWEST  AVERAGE  INTAKE  .F%2  SCORE  	  'AS  3TREET 
#OMPREHENSIVE IS THE ONLY SCHOOL IN THE ,%! THAT FAILS TO 
MEET  THE $F%3  FLOOR  TARGET  OF    !
#  )N  COMMON 
WITH ALL SUCH SCHOOLS IT IS UNDER GREAT PRESSURE TO IMPROVE 
ITS RESULTS ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT IT  IS A WEAK SCHOOL 4HE 
CHART  SHOWS  QUITE  CLEARLY  THAT  THIS  IS  NOT  THE  CASE  4HE 
SCHOOL AT THE OTHER END OF THE RANGE WITH AN AVERAGE INTAKE 
.F%2 SCORE OF  (IGHTOWN 'RAMMAR IS SELECTIVE AND IS 
A GOOD SCHOOL WITH @BEACON STATUS 4HE $F%3 EXPECTS 'AS 
3TREET  #OMPREHENSIVE  TO  LEARN  FROM (IGHTOWN  'RAMMAR 
EVEN  THOUGH 'AS 3TREET #OMPREHENSIVE  IS  AN  EVEN  BETTER 
PERFORMER  AND  OPERATES  IN  AN  UTTERLY  DIFFERENT  SOCIAL 
CONTEXT  5NDER  THE  ,EADERSHIP  )NCENTIVE  'RANT  INITIATIVE 
!NYSHIRE  LIKE  ALL  OTHER  ,%!S  HAS  BEEN  COMPELLED  BY 
THE  $F%3  TO  APPOINT  A  HEAD  FROM  ANOTHER  @SUCCESSFUL 
SCHOOL TO LEAD 'AS 3TREET #OMPREHENSIVE IN CONFESSING ITS 
INADEQUACIES  IN  A  SUITABLY  ABJECT MANNER  SO  AS  TO  QUALIFY 
FOR  THE  GRANT  AND  AVOID  ENFORCEMENT  ACTION  AGAINST  THE 
GOVERNORS  AND  SENIOR  STAFF  )N  !NYSHIRE  THIS  DESIGNATED 
INSTITUTION WHICH IS ALSO A GOOD SCHOOL IS NEVERTHELESS ON 
THE BASIS  OF  THE  CHART  A  POORER  PERFORMER  THAN 'AS 3TREET 
#OMPREHENSIVE
)T  IS NOT  IN DOUBT  THAT 'AS 3TREET #OMPREHENSIVE  IS  IN 
TROUBLE  )T  COULD  NOT  BE  OTHERWISE WITH  SUCH  A  LOW  ENTRY 
ATTAINMENT  PROFILE  7ITHOUT  LEAGUE  TABLES  AND  GIVEN  ITS 
GOOD  LOCAL  REPUTATION  IT  MIGHT  HAVE  A  SMALL  CHANCE  OF 
IMPROVING  ITS  MARKET  POSITION  AND  RECRUITING  THE  MORE 
ABLE  PUPILS  THAT  ITS  PERFORMANCE  DESERVES  7ITH  LEAGUE 
TABLES AND A CONSTANT STREAM OF HIGHLY PUBLIC CRITICISM BY 
-INISTERS INCLUDING THE 0RIME -INISTER AS A @SCHOOL WITH 
UNACCEPTABLY POOR PERFORMANCE IT HAS NO SUCH CHANCE
'AS  3TREET  #OMPREHENSIVE  IS  AN  INNERURBAN  SCHOOL 
WITH  THREE  GOOD  NEIGHBOURING  SCHOOLS  SERVING  MORE 
AFFLUENT  CATCHMENTS  'AS  3TREET  #OMPREHENSIVE  IS  LOSING 
THE  LOCAL  COMPETITIVE  STRUGGLE  FOR  THE  MORE  ABLE  PUPILS 
EVEN  THOUGH  THE  CHART  SHOWS  THAT  IT  IS  THE BEST  PERFORMER 
OF THE FOUR )T DOES HOWEVER RECRUIT A FAR HIGHER PROPORTION 
OF  FIRST  CHOICES  FOR  CHILDREN  WITH  3PECIAL  .EEDS  ON 
ACCOUNT OF ITS EXCELLENT LOCAL REPUTATION IN THIS REGARD 4HE 
ADMISSIONS RULES HAVE A FURTHER IMPLICATION FOR 'AS 3TREET 
#OMPREHENSIVE  7HEN  OVERSUBSCRIBED  AS  IT  WAS  BEFORE 
THE FLOOR  TARGET  INITIATIVE  THE !NYSHIRE !DMISSIONS 0OLICY 
LIMITED  ADMISSIONS  TO  THOSE  PUPILS  WHO  LIVED  CLOSEST 
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4HIS  CORRESPONDED  GEOGRAPHICALLY  TO  THE  MOST  DEPRIVED 
STREETS IN THE TOWN !PPLICANTS FROM MORE AFFLUENT FAMILIES 
LIVING  IN  THE  MORE  PROSPEROUS  PARTS  OF  TOWN  COULD  NOT 
GET  IN  .OW  THAT  THE  COMPETING  GOOD  SCHOOLS  ARE  OVER
SUBSCRIBED THE EFFECT OF THE !DMISSIONS 0OLICY IS REVERSED 
AND IT CONTINUES TO WORK TO THE FURTHER DISADVANTAGE OF 'AS 
3TREET #OMPREHENSIVE WHOSE GOVERNORS NOW BITTERLY REGRET 
THAT  THEIR  EGALITARIAN  PRINCIPLES  PREVENTED  THEIR  APPLYING 
FOR  'RANT  -AINTAINED  STATUS  WHEN  THEY  HAD  THE  CHANCE 
4HIS  WOULD  HAVE  GIVEN  THEM  THE  POWER  TO  SET  THEIR  OWN 
ADMISSIONS RULES AND ALLOWED 'AS 3TREET #OMPREHENSIVE TO 
COMPETE FAIRLY IN THE .EW ,ABOUR MERITOCRACY
,OCAL OPINION IN INFORMED EDUCATION CIRCLES RECOGNISES 
THE  QUALITY  OF  'AS  3TREET  #OMPREHENSIVE  AND  ITS  VITAL 
CONTRIBUTION  TO  THE  TOWN (OW CAN  THE  SCHOOL BE HELPED 
&IRST IT IS CLEAR THAT THE KEY ISSUE IS NOT STANDARDS OF TEACHING 
AND LEARNING IN THE SCHOOL 4O BEGIN TO SUCCEED AGAINST ITS 
NEIGHBOURING  GOOD  SCHOOLS  IN  THE  LOCAL  COMPETITION  FOR 
PUPILS 'AS 3TREET #OMPREHENSIVE WOULD HAVE  TO  IMPROVE 
ITS  RAW '#3% RESULTS  TO A  LEVEL  THAT  IS PLAINLY  IMPOSSIBLE 
WITH  AN  AVERAGE  INTAKE  .F%2  SCORE  OF    ESPECIALLY 
GIVEN  THAT  THE MORE ABLE PUPILS  FROM  THE 'AS 3TREET AREA 
THAT ARE MISSING FROM ITS INTAKE ARE NOW IN THE COMPETING 
LOCAL SCHOOLS AND MANY OF  THE 3PECIAL .EEDS PUPILS  FROM 
THE MORE AFFLUENT PARTS OF TOWN ARE ENJOYING THE EXCELLENT 
PROVISION OF 'AS 3TREET #OMPREHENSIVE
.OW  THAT  'AS  3TREET  #OMPREHENSIVE  IS  THE  ONLY 
SCHOOL  IN  TOWN WITH  SURPLUS PLACES  IT WILL  BE  CALLED UPON 
TO  ASSIST !NYSHIRES  SOCIAL  INCLUSION  TARGETS  BY  ADMITTING 
A  DISPROPORTIONATE  SHARE  OF  PUPILS  PERMANENTLY  EXCLUDED 
FROM OTHER SCHOOLS
)T OUGHT  TO BE OBVIOUS  THAT 'AS 3TREET #OMPREHENSIVE 
CANNOT  BE  IMPROVED WITHOUT  FIRST  IMPLEMENTING MEASURES 
TO  IMPROVE  THE  ABILITY  PROFILE  OF  ITS  INTAKE  7ITHIN  THE 
CONSTRAINTS  OF  THE    !CT  THIS  CAN  ONLY  BE  DONE  BY 
CHANGING  THE  ADMISSIONS  RULES  TO  THE  ADVANTAGE  OF  THIS 
SCHOOL  AND  TO  THE  DISADVANTAGE  OF  ITS  LOCAL  COMPETITORS 
4HIS  IS  POSSIBLE  THROUGH  THE  USE  OF  A  BANDED  ADMISSIONS 
POLICY  BUT  IT  COULD  NOT  BE  EXPECTED  THAT  THE  MAJORITY  OF 
THE SCHOOLS IN THE TOWN WOULD SUPPORT THIS SO IT WOULD BE 
VERY HARD FOR THE #OUNTY #OUNCILLORS OF !NYSHIRE TO AGREE 
TO THIS EVEN IF THE !NYSHIRE ,%! SAW THE WISDOM OF SUCH 
A POLICY
)T  IS  ALSO  NECESSARY  FOR  THE $F%3  TO  ABANDON  ITS  FLOOR 
TARGETS WHICH ARE WORSENING THE INEQUALITIES THAT ARE AT THE 
ROOT OF THE PROBLEM BEFORE THE STAFF PARENTS AND PUPILS OF 
'AS  3TREET  #OMPREHENSIVE  FINALLY  ABANDON  HOPE  FOR  THE 
FUTURE AND STANDARDS REALLY DO START TO FALL
)T  WOULD  NOT  BE  SO  IMPORTANT  A  MATTER  IF  'AS  3TREET 
#OMPREHENSIVE  WAS  AN  EXCEPTIONAL  CASE  (OW  MANY 
SCHOOLS  @IN  CHALLENGING  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  OTHER  REGIONS 
OF  %NGLAND  ARE  EXPERIENCING  A  SIMILAR  CYCLE  OF  DECLINE 
CAUSED  BY  THE  FLOOR  TARGET  POLICY  3URELY  THE  @RESISTANCE 
TO IMPROVEMENT THAT SO CONCERNS -INISTERS SHOULD BY NOW 
HAVE CAUSED SOME IN THE $F%3 TO CONSIDER THE CONCLUSIONS 
SET OUT IN THIS PAPER
!NYSHIRE IS AN EXCELLENT ,%! THAT WISHES TO SUPPORT ALL 
ITS  SCHOOLS  INCLUDING 'AS 3TREET #OMPREHENSIVE  )T  NEEDS 
SUPPORT ENCOURAGEMENT AND THE NECESSARY POLICY CHANGES 
FROM $F%3 TO ENABLE IT TO DO THIS
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  6OLUME 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&OOD FOR 4HOUGHT  
CHILD NUTRITION THE SCHOOL 
DINNER AND THE FOOD INDUSTRY
$%2%+ '),,!2$ 
(EALTH EXPERTS ARE NOW SERIOUSLY CONCERNED THAT THE DIET OF OUR CHILDREN IS UNBALANCED WITH TOO MUCH SALT 
SUGAR AND FAT AND NOT ENOUGH FRUIT AND VEGETABLES .EW ,ABOUR HAS SOUGHT TO ADDRESS THE PROBLEM WITH A RAFT 
OF @HEALTHYEATING INITIATIVES AND NUTRITIONAL STANDARDS FOR SCHOOL MEALS "UT IS IT DOING ENOUGH $EREK 'ILLARD 
RECOUNTS THE HISTORY OF THE SCHOOL DINNER AND OFFERS SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE GOVERNMENT POLICY
.UTRITION AND 0OVERTY IN THE TH #ENTURY
)N THE LATTER HALF OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY CONCERNS BEGAN 
TO BE EXPRESSED ABOUT THE TERRIBLE CONDITIONS IN WHICH MOST 
PEOPLE  LIVED  #ENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  RESPONDED  BY  PASSING 
LAWS  TO  ENSURE  CLEAN  WATER  SUPPLIES  BETTER  HOUSES  AND 
EDUCATION  #ITY  #ORPORATIONS  BEGAN  PROVIDING  WATER  AND 
DRAINS  REFUSE  DISPOSAL  AND  CLEANER  STREETS  PARKS  PUBLIC 
BATHS  LIBRARIES  AND  SCHOOLS 4HESE  IMPROVEMENTS MADE  A 
SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE  TO HEALTH  AND QUALITY OF  LIFE n  THERE 
WERE  NO  SERIOUS  OUTBREAKS  OF  CHOLERA  AFTER    FOR 
EXAMPLE 9ET AT THE END OF THE CENTURY STATISTICIANS POINTED 
OUT  THAT  THE  HEALTH  OF  SOME  PEOPLE  n  AND  PARTICULARLY 
CHILDREN n WAS NO BETTER THAN IT HAD BEEN DURING THE HORRORS 
OF THE )NDUSTRIAL 2EVOLUTION #HILD MORTALITY WAS STILL  
PER  BIRTHS 4ODAY IT IS ABOUT  PER 	
4HE  REAL  PROBLEM  WAS  POVERTY  #HARLES  "OOTHS  HUGE 
SURVEY  OF  THE  POOR  OF  ,ONDON  BETWEEN    AND   
SHOWED THAT ABOUT A QUARTER OF THE POPULATION SIMPLY DIDNT 
HAVE ENOUGH MONEY  TO  LIVE ON AND 3EEBOHM 2OWNTREES 
SURVEY OF WORKING CLASS FAMILIES IN 9ORK IN  REPORTED 
THAT ALMOST HALF OF THE WAGEEARNING POPULATION OF THE CITY 
COULD  NOT  AFFORD  ENOUGH  FOOD  TO  KEEP  THEM  @PHYSICALLY 
EFFICIENT !S  A  RESULT  OF  THIS  POVERTY  AND  BECAUSE MANY 
PARENTS  DIDNT  UNDERSTAND  NUTRITION  CHILDREN  WERE  NOT 
GETTING A PROPER DIET
4HE &IRST 3CHOOL -EALS
)N   -ANCHESTER  BEGAN  TO  PROVIDE  FREE  SCHOOL  MEALS 
TO  @DESTITUTE  AND  BADLY  NOURISHED  CHILDREN  )N  "RADFORD 
3CHOOL  "OARD  MEMBER  &RED  *OWETT  AND  HIS  COLLEAGUE 
-ARGARET  -C-ILLAN  LOBBIED  FOR  GOVERNMENT  LEGISLATION 
TO  ENCOURAGE  ALL  EDUCATION  AUTHORITIES  TO  PROVIDE  MEALS 
-C-ILLAN  ARGUED  THAT  IF  THE  STATE  INSISTED  ON  COMPULSORY 
EDUCATION  IT  MUST  TAKE  RESPONSIBILITY  FOR  THE  PROPER 
NOURISHMENT  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN  4HE  ,ONDON  3CHOOL 
"OARD  AND  OTHERS  BEGAN  TO  PROVIDE  CHEAP  OR  FREE  SCHOOL 
DINNERS AS DID THE 3ALVATION !RMY AND OTHER PHILANTHROPIC 
ORGANISATIONS  4HEY  HAD  ALL  LEARNED  THE  SIMPLE  FACT  THAT 
HUNGRY CHILDREN CANNOT LEARN
&OR  MORE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  "RADFORDS  EARLY  SCHOOL 
MEALS  PROJECT  INCLUDING  SOME  FASCINATING  CONTEMPORARY 
DOCUMENTATION SEE 7EB ,INKS BELOW	
!S  IS  SO  OFTEN  THE  CASE  HOWEVER  LITTLE  ACTION  WAS 
TAKEN  AT  A  NATIONAL  LEVEL  UNTIL  THE  SITUATION  ADVERSELY 
AFFECTED  "RITAINS  ABILITY  TO  FIGHT  WARS  4HE  ARMY  WAS 
SHOCKED  TO  DISCOVER  THAT MORE  THAN  A  THIRD  OF  THE  YOUNG 
MEN VOLUNTEERING TO SERVE IN THE  "OER 7AR WERE TOO 
SMALL UNDERNOURISHED OR ILL TO FIGHT 4HERE WAS ENORMOUS 
CONCERN ABOUT HOW "RITAIN WAS GOING TO BE ABLE FIGHT WARS 
IN THE FUTURE ! @#OMMITTEE ON 0HYSICAL $ETERIORATION WAS 
SET UP
 %DUCATION 0ROVISION OF -EALS	 !CT
4HE ,IBERAL GOVERNMENT OF  WAS COMMITTED TO REFORM 
4HIS  WAS  PARTLY  BECAUSE  THE  NEWLYFORMED  ,ABOUR  0ARTY 
HAD  JUST  HAD  ITS  FIRST -0S  ELECTED  AND  THE  ,IBERALS  WERE 
ANXIOUS  TO  BE  SEEN  TO  BE  MEETING  THE  NEEDS  OF  WORKING 
PEOPLE /NE OF THE NEW ,ABOUR -0S WAS "RADFORDS &RED 
*OWETT WHO USED HIS MAIDEN SPEECH TO LAUNCH A CAMPAIGN 
FOR SCHOOL MEALS 4HE %DUCATION 0ROVISION OF -EALS	 !CT 
OF  ALLOWED n BUT DID NOT REQUIRE n LOCAL AUTHORITIES TO 
PROVIDE SCHOOL MEALS
 %DUCATION !CT n FREE MEALS
4HE    %DUCATION  !CT  SET  OUT  THE  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN 
WHICH  CHILDREN WERE  TO  BE  ELIGIBLE  FOR  FREE  SCHOOL MEALS 
BUT THE NEW RULES WERE IMMEDIATELY THROWN OFF COURSE BY 
THE  MINERS  STRIKE  OF  THAT  YEAR  WHICH  LED  TO  A  THREEFOLD 
INCREASE  IN  THE  COST  OF  PROVIDING MEALS  n  TO  ALMOST  aM 
4HE  "OARD  OF  %DUCATION  INTRODUCED  A  RATIONING  SYSTEM 
IN  AN  ATTEMPT  TO  LIMIT  THE  COST  TO  CENTRAL  GOVERNMENT  TO 
a  4HIS  PLACED  AN  ARBITRARY  LIMIT  ON  THE  NUMBER 
OF  CHILDREN  WHO  COULD  HAVE  FREE  MEALS  n  SOMETHING  A 
NUMBER OF GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS SUSPECTED WAS ILLEGAL 4HE 
RATIONING SYSTEM HIT POOR AREAS DISPROPORTIONATELY HARD )N 
 "OARD OF %DUCATION  INSPECTORS  FOUND  THAT  AT  *ARROW 
LESS  THAN  HALF  OF  THOSE  CONSIDERED MALNOURISHED  RECEIVED 
MEALS  AT  'ATESHEAD  ONLY  A  THIRD  WHILE  AT  7HITEHAVEN 
ONLY  OF THE  MALNOURISHED CHILDREN RECEIVED MEALS 
7EBSTER 	
,OCAL AUTHORITIES HAD BEEN VERY SLOW IN RESPONDING TO 
THE  3CHOOL -EALS !CT )N  A SURVEY OF TWENTYSIX 
,%!S WHERE UNEMPLOYMENT WAS ABOVE  PER CENT SHOWED 
THAT OUT OF A SCHOOL POPULATION OF HALF A MILLION LESS THAN 
  CHILDREN   PER  CENT	 WERE  RECEIVING  FREE MEALS 
%IGHT OF THE AUTHORITIES HAD NO MEALS SERVICE AT ALL !S LATE 
AS  LESS THAN HALF OF ALL LOCAL AUTHORITIES WERE PROVIDING 
A MEALS  SERVICE   MEALS  WERE  BEING  SERVED  DAILY 
REACHING ABOUT  PER CENT OF THE SCHOOL POPULATION
&/25- 6OLUME 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7ORLD 7AR ))
/NCE AGAIN WAR WAS THE SPUR TO GREATER ACTIVITY 7ITH THE 
OUTBREAK OF  THE 3ECOND 7ORLD 7AR  @RAISING  THE STANDARDS 
OF  THE  NATIONS  HEALTH  WAS  RECOGNISED  AS  AN  ESSENTIAL 
PREREQUISITE  FOR  MAINTAINING  MORALE  7EBSTER  	 
&OOD RATIONING WAS  INTRODUCED IN  AS PART OF  THE WAR 
EFFORT PARTLY TO ENSURE FAIR DISTRIBUTION OF THE FOOD THAT WAS 
AVAILABLE  BUT  ALSO  SO  THAT  THE  GOVERNMENT  COULD  ENSURE  A 
HEALTHY NATION AND A PRODUCTIVE WAR MACHINE 4HE SCHOOL 
MEALS  SERVICE  WAS  EXPANDED  UNDER  GUIDELINES  ISSUED  IN 
 AND 
"Y &EBRUARY  MORE  THAN M MEALS WERE BEING 
SERVED DAILY TO A THIRD OF  THE SCHOOL POPULATION /F THESE 
  PER  CENT  WERE  FREE  THE  REST  BEING  CHARGED  AT  D  OR 
D  THE  COST  OF  THE  INGREDIENTS  ,OCAL  AUTHORITIES  WERE 
SUBSIDISED FOR BETWEEN  AND  PER CENT OF THE COST
 %DUCATION !CT
4HE  PROVISION  OF  SCHOOL  MEALS  AND  MILK  FINALLY  BECAME 
A  STATUTORY  DUTY  FOR  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  UNDER  3ECTION   
OF  THE    %DUCATION !CT  )N    ,ORD  7OOLTON  TOLD 
THE  7ARWICKSHIRE  7OMENS  )NSTITUTE  @4HE  YOUNG  NEED 
PROTECTION  AND  IT  IS  PROPER  THAT  THE  STATE  SHOULD  TAKE 
DELIBERATE STEPS TO GIVE THEM OPPORTUNITY  &EEDING IS NOT 
ENOUGH IT MUST BE GOOD FEEDING 4HE FOOD MUST BE CHOSEN 
IN  THE  LIGHT  OF  KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT  A  GROWING  CHILD  NEEDS 
FOR  BUILDING  A  SOUND  BODY  !ND  WHEN  THE  FOOD  IS  WELL 
CHOSEN  IT  MUST  BE  WELL  COOKED  4HIS  IS  A  TASK  THAT  CALLS 
FOR  THE HIGHEST DEGREE OF SCIENTIFIC CATERING  IT MUSTNT BE 
LEFT  TO CHANCE  QUOTED BY -ATTHEW &ORT 4HE 'UARDIAN  
$ECEMBER 	
,ABOUR n
4HE  ,ABOUR  GOVERNMENT  OF  n  WANTED  TO  PROVIDE 
ALL  MEALS  FREE  OF  CHARGE  BUT  EVENTUALLY  DECIDED  THAT  THIS 
WAS UNREALISTIC ON GROUNDS OF EXPENDITURE 5NIVERSAL  FREE 
SCHOOL MILK WAS INTRODUCED HOWEVER IN !UGUST 
"Y      PER  CENT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  POPULATION  ATE 
SCHOOL  MEALS  AND    PER  CENT  DRANK  SCHOOL  MILK  )T  WAS 
NOT  ALL  GOOD  NEWS  HOWEVER  0ENELOPE  (ALL  4HE  3OCIAL 
3ERVICES  OF  -ODERN  %NGLAND    QUOTED  IN  7EBSTER 
	 NOTED THAT @TOO OFTEN THE PREMISES ARE MAKESHIFT AND 
OVERCROWDED THE SUPERVISORS HARASSED THE MEAL BOLTED AND 
THE CHILDREN HURRIED OUT TO MAKE ROOM FOR A SECOND BATCH 
0LUS ÎA CHANGE	
$ESPITE  FOOD  RATIONING  WHICH  LASTED  UNTIL  	 
CHILDREN IN  HAD HEALTHIER DIETS THAN THEIR COUNTERPARTS 
IN THE S ACCORDING TO A STUDY BY THE -EDICAL 2ESEARCH 
#OUNCIL  *AMES  -EIKLE  4HE  'UARDIAN    .OVEMBER 
	 0OSTWAR FOUR YEAR OLDS HAD HIGHER CALCIUM AND IRON 
INTAKES  THROUGH  GREATER  CONSUMPTION  OF  BREAD  AND  MILK 
GREENS  AND  POTATOES  4HEY  ATE  AND  DRANK  LESS  SUGAR  THAN 
CHILDREN  TODAY  4HE  GOVERNMENT  PLANNERS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
RATIONING  AND  NUTRITION  HAD  DONE  @A  STUNNINGLY  GOOD  JOB 
SAID  THE  STUDYS  $IRECTOR  -ICHAEL 7ADSWORTH  @.OT  ONLY 
DID EVERYONE GET ENOUGH TO EAT THEY GOT THE RIGHT THINGS  
4HIS STUDY SHOWS THAT FOOD AND NUTRIENT INTAKE AT THE TIME 
WAS BETTER  THAN TODAY 4HE HIGHER AMOUNTS OF BREAD MILK 
AND VEGETABLES CONSUMED IN  ARE CLOSER TO THE HEALTHY 
EATING  GUIDELINES  IN  THE  S  4HE  CHILDRENS  HIGHER 
CALCIUM INTAKE COULD HAVE POTENTIAL BENEFITS FOR THEIR BONE 
HEALTH IN LATER LIFE WHILE THEIR VEGETABLE CONSUMPTION MAY 
PROTECT THEM AGAINST HEART AND RESPIRATORY DISEASE AND SOME 
FORMS OF CANCER
0OSTWAR CHILDREN HAD HIGHER CALORIE AND FAT INTAKES THAN 
FOUR YEAR OLDS FORTY YEARS LATER @BUT IT IS ALSO LIKELY THAT THE 
CHILDREN  WOULD  HAVE  BEEN  MORE  ACTIVE  AND  CONSEQUENTLY 
WOULD HAVE NEEDED MORE ENERGY THAN CHILDREN TODAY
4HE  TYPICAL  DAILY  DIET  OF  A  CHILD  IN    CONSISTED  OF 
EGGS  OR  CEREAL WITH  BREAD  AND  BUTTER  FOR  BREAKFAST MEAT 
POTATOES  A  VEGETABLE  AND  A  PUDDING  FOR  LUNCH  BREAD 
BUTTER  AND  JAM  CAKE  AND  SOMETIMES  BISCUITS  FOR  TEA  AND 
MILK LAST THING AT NIGHT 3TRAWBERRIES AND RHUBARB WERE THE 
MOST  FREQUENTLY  CONSUMED  FRUITS  FRESH  PEAS  LETTUCE  AND 
TOMATOES THE MOST COMMONLY EATEN VEGETABLES
4ORIES n
7HEN  THE  4ORIES  RETURNED  TO  POWER  IN    THEY  WERE 
DISINCLINED  TO  TINKER  WITH  THE  SOCIAL  SERVICES  SET  UP 
BY  ,ABOUR  )NDEED  IN    &INANCIAL  3ECRETARY  TO  THE 
4REASURY *OHN "OYD#ARPENTER SUGGESTED THAT SCHOOL MEALS 
WERE  @MUCH  THE  MOST  SOCIALLY  VALUABLE  OF  ALL  THE  3OCIAL 
3ERVICES
4HE  PRICE  OF  A  SCHOOL MEAL WAS  INCREASED  FROM D  TO 
D IN  n A MOVE WHICH LED TO A DECLINE IN UPTAKE n BUT 
A  CIRCULAR  ISSUED  IN    UPDATED  GOVERNMENT  ADVICE  ON 
NUTRITIONAL STANDARDS AND STATED THAT THE SCHOOL MEAL SHOULD 
BE  @ADEQUATE  IN QUANTITY AND QUALITY  TO  SERVE AS  THE MAIN 
MEAL OF THE DAY
&ROM    ONWARDS  HOWEVER  THE  4ORIES  BEGAN  TO 
LOOK FOR CUTS IN PUBLIC EXPENDITURE 4HE 4REASURY FAVOURED 
CHARGING THE FULL ECONOMIC PRICE FOR A SCHOOL MEAL n THEN S 
D -INISTER OF %DUCATION 1UINTIN (OGG ,ORD (AILSHAM	 
WAS EVENTUALLY FORCED TO RAISE THE PRICE FROM D TO S IN 
!PRIL   BREACHING  FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  THE PRINCIPLE  THAT 
THE PRICE SHOULD BE LIMITED TO THE COST OF THE RAW MATERIALS 
&URTHER  RISES  WERE  CONSIDERED  IN  THE  EARLY  S  BUT 
POLITICAL PRESSURES INCLUDING AN IMMINENT GENERAL ELECTION	 
PERSUADED THE GOVERNMENT NOT TO IMPLEMENT THEM
4HIRTEEN  YEARS  OF  #ONSERVATIVE  GOVERNMENT  HAD  THUS 
@MADE LITTLE DIFFERENCE TO THE NUTRITIONAL SERVICES 7EBSTER 
	  IN  THE  SENSE  THAT  THEIR  STRUCTURE  AND  CHARACTER 
REMAINED  IN  PLACE  (OWEVER  THERE  HAD  BEEN  LITTLE  OR  NO 
DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  SERVICES  AND  THE  EROSION  OF  SUBSIDIES 
HAD BEGUN
,ABOUR n
4HE  RETURN  OF  A  ,ABOUR  GOVERNMENT  IN    DID  NOT 
PREVENT  THE  4REASURY  FROM  CONTINUING  ITS  CAMPAIGN  FOR 
FURTHER  REDUCTIONS  IN  GOVERNMENT  SUBSIDIES  )NDEED  RIGHT 
FROM  THE  START  OF  THE 7ILSON  ADMINISTRATION  IT  WAS  CLEAR 
THAT  THE 4REASURY @WAS HEAVILY COMMITTED   TO INCREASING 
THE  SCHOOL MEALS  CHARGE  AS MUCH  AS  POSSIBLE  AS  SOON  AS 
POSSIBLE  4REASURY  MEMO  .OVEMBER    QUOTED  IN 
7EBSTER 	 !N EARLY PROPOSAL FOR A  LARGE INCREASE WAS 
THROWN OUT BUT IN  THE PRICE WENT UP FROM S TO S D 
AND IN THE FOLLOWING YEAR TO S D !LSO IN  THE SUPPLY 
OF MILK TO CHILDREN IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS WAS ENDED
"Y  THE  END  OF  THE  S  ABSOLUTE  POVERTY  HAD 
DIMINISHED  BUT  @THE  EXTENT  OF  THE  DISADVANTAGE  OF  THE 
POOREST  GROUPS  WAS  FAR  GREATER  THAN  WAS  ACCEPTABLE  AND 
CAMPAIGNERS  ON  BEHALF  OF  FAMILY  SUPPORT  AND  THE  POOR 
WERE  VOCAL  IN  THEIR  COMPLAINTS  ABOUT  THE  RESPONSE  OF  THE 
,ABOUR  ADMINISTRATION  TO  THE  PROBLEM  OF  POVERTY    )T  IS 
ARGUABLE  THAT  THE  ACTIONS  OF  THE  ,ABOUR  ADMINISTRATION  IN 
  RATHER  THAN 4HATCHERS MORE NOTORIOUS  SNATCHING OF 
&/25-  6OLUME  .O   
MILK  FROM  PRIMARY  SCHOOLS MARKED  THE  BEGINNING  OF  THE 
DOWNWARD  SPIRAL  OF  THE  NUTRITIONAL  PROGRAMME  7EBSTER 
	
-ARGARET 4HATCHER
)N  *UNE    -ARGARET  4HATCHER  BECAME  3ECRETARY  OF 
3TATE  FOR  %DUCATION  IN  4ED  (EATHS  NEW  #ONSERVATIVE 
GOVERNMENT  4HE  ECONOMIC  OUTLOOK  WAS  BLEAK  AND  THE 
4ORIES WERE LOOKING FOR CUTS TO MEET THEIR ELECTION PLEDGES 
ON  TAX  3HORTLY  AFTER  THE  ELECTION  (EATH  WROTE  TO  HIS 
CABINET  TELLING  THEM  @7E  SHALL  NEED  DETERMINATION  AND  A 
WILLINGNESS AMONG SPENDING MINISTERS TO ACCEPT REDUCTIONS 
IN  PROGRAMMES  WHICH  FROM  A  DEPARTMENTAL  STAND  POINT 
THEY WOULD BE RELUCTANT TO MAKE )N !UGUST  4HATCHER 
RESPONDED TO A 4REASURY DEMAND FOR EDUCATION CUTS IN FOUR 
AREAS  &URTHER  %DUCATION  FEES  ,IBRARY  BOOK  BORROWING 
CHARGES 3CHOOL MEAL CHARGES &REE SCHOOL MILK
&OR  SOMEONE  WHO  LATER  BECAME  KNOWN  FOR  HER 
ENTHUSIASM FOR CUTTING PUBLIC SPENDING SHE SEEMS TO HAVE 
BEEN  REMARKABLY  CONCERNED  ABOUT  THE  PUBLIC  PERCEPTION 
OF  ANY  CUTS /N  THE DEMAND  TO  END  FREE  SCHOOL MILK  SHE 
SAID @) THINK THAT THE COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL OF FREE MILK FOR 
OUR SCHOOL CHILDREN WOULD BE TOO DRASTIC A STEP AND WOULD 
AROUSE MORE WIDESPREAD PUBLIC ANTAGONISM THAN THE SAVING 
JUSTIFIES 3HE PROPOSED THAT MILK SHOULD BE AVAILABLE ONLY 
TO  PUPILS  IN  NURSERY  AND  PRIMARY  SCHOOLS  A  COMPROMISE 
WHICH  WAS  LATER  ACCEPTED  /N  INCREASING  CHARGES  FOR 
SCHOOL MEALS SHE WROTE @) THINK THAT WE SHOULD PROCEED BY 
FEWER AND LARGER STEPS SO AS TO REDUCE THE OCCASIONS FOR THE 
INEVITABLE RECURRENCE OF CRITICISM WHENEVER AN INCREASE  IS 
MADE  IN  SCHOOL MEAL  CHARGES /N  THIS  FOOTING  )  PROPOSE 
RAISING  THE  CHARGE  TO  P  NEXT !PRIL  AND  TO  P  IN !PRIL 
 OVER THE FOUR YEAR PERIOD n THIS WILL PRODUCE 
aM MORE IN SAVINGS THAN WOULD YOUR OWN PROPOSALS
"UT  AT  THE  #ABINET  MEETING  OF    3EPTEMBER   
-RS  4HATCHER  WAS  MORE  ENTHUSIASTIC  ABOUT  CUTS  TO  HER 
DEPARTMENTS BILL 4HE MINUTES  RECORD  THAT  @4HE 3ECRETARY 
OF 3TATE FOR %DUCATION AND 3CIENCE SAID THAT SHE HAD BEEN 
ABLE  TO  OFFER  THE  #HIEF  3ECRETARY  4REASURY  RATHER  LARGER 
SAVINGS THAN HE HAD SOUGHT ON SCHOOL MEALS SCHOOL MILK 
FURTHER  EDUCATION  AND  LIBRARY  CHARGES  4HE  CUTS  WERE 
WORTH  aM  n  THOUGH  SOME  OF  THIS  WOULD  BE  PLOUGHED 
BACK  INTO  PRIMARY  SCHOOLS  4WO  WEEKS  LATER  THE  #ABINET 
ACCEPTED THE PACKAGE EXCEPT THE PROPOSAL ON LIBRARY FEES	 
AND THE 3ECRETARY OF 3TATE EARNED HERSELF THE TITLE @4HATCHER 
4HATCHER -ILK 3NATCHER ""# .EWS  *ANUARY 	
4HE 4HATCHER 'OVERNMENTS n
4HATCHERS  OVERWHELMING  DESIRE  TO  SLASH  PUBLIC  SPENDING 
BECAME MUCH CLEARER WHEN SHE BECAME 0RIME -INISTER IN 
 $URING HER FIRST YEAR IN POWER SHE FINALLY KILLED OFF 
THE PROVISION OF SCHOOL MILK "UT SHE WAS  TO GO ON  TO DO 
MUCH GREATER DAMAGE
(ER  RIGHTWING  GOVERNMENT  WAS  BENT  ON  AN  ORGY  OF 
PRIVATISATION OF PUBLIC SERVICES (AVING DISPOSED OF SCHOOL 
MILK  THE 4ORIES WENT  ON  TO  INFLICT  A  DOUBLE  BLOW  ON  THE 
SCHOOL MEALS  SERVICE  ITSELF &IRST  THE  %DUCATION !CT 
ABOLISHED  THE  MINIMUM  NUTRITIONAL  STANDARDS  FOR  SCHOOL 
MEALS  AND  REMOVED  THE  STATUTORY  OBLIGATION  ON  ,%!S  TO 
PROVIDE  A  MEALS  SERVICE  REQUIRING  THEM  ONLY  TO  PROVIDE 
FOOD  FOR  CHILDREN  OF  FAMILIES  ON  SUPPLEMENTARY  BENEFIT 
OR  FAMILY  INCOME  SUPPLEMENT  WHO WERE  ELIGIBLE  FOR  FREE 
MEALS  4HIS  DISASTROUS  DECISION  WAS  COMPOUNDED  BY  THE 
INTRODUCTION OF #OMMERCIAL #OMPETITIVE 4ENDERING WHICH 
OBLIGED  LOCAL AUTHORITIES  TO CHOOSE  THE MOST  @COMPETITIVE 
FOR  WHICH  READ  @CHEAP	  CATERING  ON  OFFER  !S  A  RESULT 
PRIVATE  COMPANIES  TOOK  OVER  MANY  SCHOOL  KITCHENS  AND 
IN  ORDER  TO  MAXIMISE  PROFIT  AND  ELIMINATE  WASTE  THEY 
PERSUADED  SCHOOLS  TO  GO  OVER  TO  FREECHOICE  CAFETERIA 
SYSTEMS 4HE RESULT ACCORDING TO THE #ORONARY 0REVENTION 
'ROUP WAS THE @EASY OPTION OF PROVIDING POPULAR FASTFOOD 
ITEMS  SUCH  AS  BURGERS  AND  CHIPS  *OANNA  "LYTHMAN 4HE 
'UARDIAN  *ULY 	
4HATCHER HADNT FINISHED YET 4HE 3OCIAL 3ECURITY !CT OF 
 WHICH CAME INTO FORCE IN 	 RESULTED IN THOUSANDS 
OF CHILDREN LOSING THEIR ENTITLEMENT TO FREE SCHOOL MEALS
(EALTH #ONCERNS 'ROW
4HATCHER  COULDNT  HAVE  DESTROYED  THE  NUTRITIONAL  BASIS  OF 
SCHOOL MEALS AT A WORSE MOMENT 4HE EIGHTIES AND NINETIES 
SAW  A  NUMBER  OF  SIGNIFICANT  CHANGES  IN  "RITISH  SOCIETY 
4HERE  WERE  SOCIAL  CHANGES  WITH  GREATER  MOBILITY  MORE 
WORKING  MOTHERS  AND  4HATCHERS  OWN  EMPHASIS  ON  THE 
INDIVIDUAL RATHER THAN THE GROUP 4HERE WERE TECHNOLOGICAL 
CHANGES  INCLUDING BIG  INCREASES  IN  THE USE OF  THE  FREEZER 
AND  THE  MICROWAVE  LEADING  TO  A  REDUCTION  IN  HOME 
COOKING	  AND  THE  VIDEO  AND  THE  COMPUTER  LEADING  TO  A 
MORE  SEDENTARY  LIFESTYLE  FOR MANY  CHILDREN	  #OMMERCIAL 
PRESSURES RESULTED IN THE RISE OF THE BIG SUPERMARKETS AND A 
HUGE INCREASE IN TELEVISION ADVERTISING 4HERE WAS A RAPID 
WIDENING OF THE POVERTY GAP CAUSED BY 4ORY TAX CUTS AND 
BY  THEIR  CYNICAL  USE  OF  UNEMPLOYMENT  AS  A  POLITICAL  AND 
ECONOMIC  TOOL  )N  EDUCATION  THE  SELLING  OF  SCHOOL  FIELDS 
LED  TO  A  DECREASE  IN  PHYSICAL  ACTIVITY WHILE  THE .ATIONAL 
#URRICULUMS  EFFECTIVE  ABOLITION  OF  (OME  %CONOMICS 
RESULTED  IN  CHILDREN  LEAVING  SCHOOL  WITH  LITTLE  INTEREST  IN 
OR UNDERSTANDING OF FOOD PREPARATION !LL THESE FACTORS LED 
TO A HUGE CHANGE IN THE NATIONS DIET WITH MUCH LESS FRESH 
FOOD BEING COOKED AT HOME AND A MUCH GREATER RELIANCE ON 
READYMADE AND HIGHER PROFIT	 MEALS
 .EW ,ABOUR
"Y  THE  TIME  ,ABOUR  n  IN  THE  GUISE  OF  @.EW  ,ABOUR 
n  RETURNED  TO  POWER  IN    THERE  WAS  A  MOUNTAIN  OF 
EVIDENCE  THAT  THE  NATIONS  n  AND  ESPECIALLY  CHILDRENS  n 
DIETS HAD BECOME SIGNIFICANTLY LESS HEALTHY WITH EXCESSIVE 
LEVELS OF SUGAR SALT AND FAT
4HE  .ATIONAL  (EART  &ORUM  CAMPAIGNED  TO  INCREASE 
THE  AVERAGE  DAILY  CONSUMPTION  OF  VEGETABLES  AND  FRUIT 
FROM G TO G A DAY AND ESTIMATED THAT THIS WOULD CUT 
DEATHS  FROM HEART DISEASE  IN  THE 5+ BY  THIRTY  THOUSAND A 
YEAR #HRIS -IHILL 4HE 'UARDIAN  -ARCH 	
4HE  -EDICAL  2ESEARCH  #OUNCIL  REPORTED  THAT  SUGAR 
CONSUMPTION  IN  "RITAIN  HAD  RISEN  BY  MORE  THAN    PER 
CENT  BETWEEN    AND   4HE 5+  IT  SAID  WAS  NOW 
THE  FATTEST  %UROPEAN  NATION  WITH    PER  CENT  OF  MEN 
AND    PER  CENT  OF  WOMEN  CONSIDERED  CLINICALLY  OBESE 
)T  CONCLUDED  THAT  TODAYS  CHILDREN  WERE  MORE  AT  RISK  OF 
DEVELOPING OSTEOPOROSIS HEART AND RESPIRATORY DISEASES AND 
SOME FORMS OF CANCER THAN THEIR MORE DEPRIVED PARENTS AND 
GRANDPARENTS *OHN #RACE 4HE 'UARDIAN  -AY 	
3TUDIES OF CHILDREN IN 3AUDI !RABIA AND #ANADA SHOWED 
THAT A DIET OF JUNK FOOD AND INADEQUATE QUANTITIES OF FRESH 
FRUIT AND VEGETABLES LED TO AN INCREASED RISK OF DEVELOPING 
ASTHMA 4IM 2ADFORD 4HE 'UARDIAN  !UGUST 	
4HE )NSTITUTE OF #HILD (EALTH REPORTED THAT TWOTHIRDS OF 
PRESCHOOL CHILDREN HAD A POOR DIET HEAVILY RELIANT ON WHITE 
BREAD  CHIPS  CRISPS  AND  SWEETS  AND  THAT  RATES  OF  OBESITY 
&/25- 6OLUME  .O  
AMONG  CHILDREN  HAD  DOUBLED  BETWEEN    AND   
(ELEN #ARTER 4HE 'UARDIAN  !UGUST 	
!  REPORT  IN  THE  !MERICAN  *OURNAL  OF  0AEDIATRICS 
CONCLUDED  THAT  @A  46  IN  THE  CHILDS  BEDROOM  IS  THE 
STRONGEST  MARKER  OF  INCREASED  RISK  OF  BEING  OVERWEIGHT 
+ATE (ILPERN 4HE 'UARDIAN  3EPTEMBER 	
4HE .ATIONAL (EALTH  3ERVICE  OPENED  ITS  FIRST  CLINIC  TO 
DEAL WITH THE PROBLEM OF CHILDHOOD OBESITY *O 2EVILL 4HE 
/BSERVER  .OVEMBER 	
$OCTORS  AT  "RISTOL  AND  3OUTHAMPTON  WARNED  THAT  THE 
RISE  IN  OBESITY  WAS  LEADING  TO  A  GROWING  INCIDENCE  OF 
DIABETES AMONG TEENAGERS *AMES -EIKLE 4HE 'UARDIAN  
&EBRUARY 	
!NDREW 0RENTICE 0ROFESSOR OF )NTERNATIONAL .UTRITION AT 
THE ,ONDON 3CHOOL OF (YGIENE AND 4ROPICAL -EDICINE SAID 
PARENTS MIGHT  SOON BE OUTLIVING  THEIR  CHILDREN  @3ERIOUSLY 
OBESE  CHILDREN  ARE  LOSING  UP  TO  NINE  YEARS  ON  AVERAGE 
THROUGH  DISEASES  THAT  WERE  NOT  AS  COMMON  AMONG  THEIR 
PARENTS +ATE (ILPERN 4HE 'UARDIAN  3EPTEMBER 	
4HE  &ABIAN  3OCIETY  URGED  THE  GOVERNMENT  TO  BAN 
ADVERTISEMENTS  FOR  SWEETS  AND  FIZZY  DRINKS  TARGETED  AT 
CHILDREN  AND CALLED  FOR  SUBSIDIES  FOR  FOOD SHOPS  IN  @FOOD 
POOR  NEIGHBOURHOODS  COMPULSORY  COOKERY  CLASSES  IN 
SCHOOLS  AND  REGULAR  GOVERNMENT  ADVICE  TO  HOUSEHOLDS  ON 
NUTRITIOUS FOODS *OHN #ARVEL 4HE 'UARDIAN  $ECEMBER 
	
,ABOURS NEWLYCREATED &OOD 3TANDARDS !GENCY &3!	 
WARNED  THAT  MOST  CHILDREN  WERE  EATING  MORE  THAN  THE 
RECOMMENDED  LEVELS  OF  SALT  WHICH  COULD  LEAD  TO  HEALTH 
PROBLEMS  LATER  IN  LIFE  INCLUDING  HIGH  BLOOD  PRESSURE 
0ROCESSED  FOOD  ACCOUNTED  FOR  THREEQUARTERS  OF  ALL  THE 
SALT CONSUMED &3! #HAIR 3IR  *OHN +REBS URGED  THE  FOOD 
INDUSTRY TO CUT ADDED SALT LEVELS @7HILE CONSUMERS CAN ADD 
LESS SALT AT THE TABLE AND IN COOKING THEY CANNOT CHANGE THE 
AMOUNTS  IN  PROCESSED  FOODS  WHICH  MAKE  UP  THE  HIGHEST 
PROPORTION OF OUR  SALT  INTAKE 4HIS  IS  THE  RESPONSIBILITY OF 
THE  INDUSTRY  HE  SAID  3ARAH  "OSELEY  4HE  'UARDIAN   
-AY 	
-EANWHILE  TEACHERS  VIEWED  WITH  INCREASING  DISMAY 
THE FAT AND SUGAR IN THEIR PUPILS LUNCHES AND BEMOANED THE 
IMPOSSIBILITY OF EXPLAINING ALGEBRAIC EQUATIONS OR IRREGULAR 
VERBS  TO  PUPILS  WHO  HAD  GORGED  THEMSELVES  ON  CHIPS 
DOUGHNUTS MARSHMALLOWS AND COLA *OANNA "LYTHMAN 4HE 
'UARDIAN  *ULY 	
 3URVEY OF #HILDRENS $IETS
/NE  OF  THE  &3!S  FIRST  TASKS  IN  PARTNERSHIP  WITH  THE 
$EPARTMENT OF (EALTH WAS TO CONDUCT A DETAILED SURVEY OF 
YOUNG PEOPLES DIET AND NUTRITION n THE FIRST SUCH SURVEY IN 
"RITAIN SINCE 
3EVENTEEN  HUNDRED  CHILDREN  AGED  BETWEEN  FOUR  AND 
EIGHTEEN  WERE  QUESTIONED  4HE  REPORT  PUBLISHED  IN  *UNE 
  SAID CHILDREN WERE EATING  TOO MUCH  JUNK  FOOD  LESS 
FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLES THAN EVER BEFORE AND NOT  TAKING 
ENOUGH EXERCISE
/N AVERAGE CHILDREN ATE LESS THAN HALF THE RECOMMENDED 
DAILY AMOUNT OF FIVE PORTIONS OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES /NE 
CHILD IN FIVE HADNT EATEN A SINGLE PIECE OF FRUIT IN THE WEEK 
IN WHICH THE SURVEY WAS CARRIED OUT 4HE ONLY GOOD NEWS 
WAS THAT CONSUMPTION OF FAT WAS FALLING
#HILDREN  ATE  MOSTLY  PROCESSED  OR  CONVENIENCE  FOODS 
7HITE BREAD SAVOURY SNACKS CRISPS BISCUITS POTATOES AND 
CHOCOLATE  FEATURED  STRONGLY  IN  THEIR  DIET  .INE  OUT  OF  TEN 
DRANK  FIZZY  DRINKS  4HIS  @JUNK  DIET  CONTAINED  EXCESSIVE 
AMOUNTS OF SALT AND SUGAR #HILDREN WERE GETTING A THIRD OF 
THEIR ENERGY FROM SUGAR 4HE RECOMMENDED LEVEL IS ELEVEN 
PER CENT	 "OYS CONSUMED BETWEEN G AND G OF SALT A 
DAY 4HE RECOMMENDED DAILY INTAKE IS G	
/F PARTICULAR CONCERN  IT WAS NOTED  THAT  CHILDREN  FROM 
POORER BACKGROUNDS HAD MUCH WORSE DIETS WERE FATTER AND 
DID  LESS EXERCISE  THAN CHILDREN  FROM BETTEROFF  FAMILIES ! 
SURVEY  BY  THE  3OCIAL  %XCLUSION  5NIT  HAD  SHOWN  THAT  ON 
MANY  LOWINCOME  ESTATES  THERE  WAS  NO  ACCESS  TO  SHOPS 
SELLING  AFFORDABLE  FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLES  &3!  $EPUTY 
#HAIR  3UZI  ,EATHER  SAID  DIETS  INCREASINGLY  INDICATED 
SOCIAL  EXCLUSION  @)N  SOME  AREAS  THERE  IS  BETTER  ACCESS 
TO  AND MORE  CHOICE  OF  STREET  DRUGS  THAN  FRESH  FRUIT  AND 
VEGETABLES SHE SAID
2ESPONDING  TO  THE  SURVEY  GOVERNMENT  MINISTERS  SAID 
THEY  WOULD  ASK  FOOD  INDUSTRY  CHIEFS  TO  @TONE  DOWN  THE 
WAY  THEY  ADVERTISED  FIZZY  DRINKS  CRISPS  AND  SNACKS  AND 
HELP  TO  PROMOTE  HEALTHY  LIFESTYLES  INSTEAD  4HE  INDUSTRY 
WAS  UNIMPRESSED  )TS  TRADE  BODY  THE  &OOD  AND  $RINK 
&EDERATION SAID @THE CIABATTA AND SUNDRIED TOMATOES SETS 
PATRONISING APPROACH DOES NOT WORK #HERRY .ORTON 4HE 
)NDEPENDENT    *UNE   *AMES -EIKLE 4HE 'UARDIAN   
*UNE 	
.UTRITIONAL 3TANDARDS FOR 3CHOOL -EALS
4HE  GOVERNMENT  ANNOUNCED  THAT  IT  WOULD  LAY  DOWN 
NUTRITIONAL  GUIDELINES  UNDER  WHICH  SCHOOL  CANTEENS  MUST 
ENSURE  A  PROPER  CHOICE  OF  FOUR  MAIN  CATEGORIES  OF  FOOD 
n  FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLES  MEAT  AND  PROTEIN  STARCHY  FOODS 
AND  MILK  AND  DAIRY  PRODUCTS  @#HILDREN  GROWING  UP  ON 
LOW  INCOMES  EAT  LESS  FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLES  THAN  THOSE  ON 
HIGHER  INCOME  AND  THEY  ARE MORE  LIKELY  TO  BE  EATING  NO 
FRUIT  VEGETABLES  OR  FRUIT  JUICE  AT  ALL  SAID  0UBLIC  (EALTH 
-INISTER 9VETTE #OOPER  @7E NEED  TO MAKE SURE  THAT  FRUIT 
AND VEGETABLES ARE ACCESSIBLE AND AFFORDABLE TO EVERYONE
%DUCATION  3ECRETARY $AVID  "LUNKETT  ISSUED  A  DRAFT  OF 
THE  NEW  REGULATIONS  FOR  SCHOOL  MEALS  IN  THE  AUTUMN  OF 
 4HE  RULES n WHOSE AIM WAS  TO  ENSURE  THAT  CHILDREN 
HAD  A  BALANCED  DIET  n  WOULD  AS  SUGGESTED  BE  BASED  ON 
PROVIDING A BALANCE OF FOOD GROUPS n STARCHY FOODS FRUIT 
VEGETABLES  MEAT  AND  FISH  4HERE  WOULD  ALSO  BE  SPECIFIC 
GUIDANCE  ON  CERTAIN  FOODS  n  IN  PRIMARY  SCHOOLS  FOR 
EXAMPLE BAKED BEANS SHOULD NOT BE SERVED MORE THAN ONCE 
A WEEK AND CHIPS NOT MORE  THAN  THREE  TIMES A WEEK &ISH 
SHOULD BE ON THE MENU AT LEAST ONCE A WEEK $AVID 7ARD 
4HE 'UARDIAN  $ECEMBER 	
4HERE  WAS  WIDESPREAD  CRITICISM  OF  THE  GOVERNMENTS 
APPROACH  5NSURPRISINGLY  THE  4ORIES  DIDNT  LIKE  THE 
PROPOSALS  AT  ALL  AND DESCRIBED  THEM AS  @.ANNY 3TATEISM 
"UT FOR ALMOST EVERYONE ELSE "LUNKETTS PROPOSALS DID NOT 
GO FAR ENOUGH
4HE #OMMONS %DUCATION  3ELECT #OMMITTEE  CRITICISED 
THE  APPROACH  AS  TOO  IMPRECISE  @4HE  COMPULSORY  ELEMENT 
OF  THE  REGULATIONS  SHOULD BE BASED ON  SCIENTIFIC NUTRIENT
BASED GUIDELINES  IT  SAID  @#ONTRACTS WITH  CATERERS  SHOULD 
SPECIFY MINIMUM NUTRITIONAL  STANDARDS WHICH  CAN  READILY 
BE ENFORCED 7HILE WE WELCOME THE FOOD GROUPS APPROACH 
AS  HELPFUL  NONTECHNICAL  GUIDANCE  FOR  LAY  GOVERNORS  AND 
PARENTS WE ARE NOT PERSUADED THAT IT IS A SUITABLE BASIS FOR 
STATUTORY REGULATION
&OOD  CAMPAIGNERS  WERE  NOT  SATISFIED  EITHER  $IRECTOR 
OF  THE  .ATIONAL  (EART  &ORUM  )MOGEN  3HARP  SAID  IT  WAS 
NOT ENOUGH SIMPLY TO SPECIFY FOOD GROUPS AND RESTRICT HOW 
OFTEN  CHIPS OR BAKED BEANS WERE  SERVED  @.UTRITIONBASED 
&/25-  6OLUME  .O   
STANDARDS WOULD  SAFEGUARD  THE  CONTENT  OF MEALS  ON  OFFER 
GIVE  CATERERS  FLEXIBILITY  AND  CAN  ALSO  BE  MEASURED  AND 
MONITORED /NLY  THIS WAY WILL WE  ENSURE  THAT  THE  HIDDEN 
FAT  IN  SCHOOL MEALS  IS  REDUCED AND  THAT  CHILDREN CONSUME 
ADEQUATE LEVELS OF NUTRIENTS SUCH AS IRON AND CALCIUM 3HE 
URGED MINISTERS TO @BE PRESCRIPTIVE IN NUTRITIONAL TERMS BUT 
NOT IN FOOD TERMS AND ALLOW FOR LOCAL FLEXIBILITY AND LOCAL 
INTERPRETATION  $AVID 7ARD  4HE  'UARDIAN    $ECEMBER 
	
4HAMES 6ALLEY 5NIVERSITYS  0ROFESSOR  OF  &OOD  0OLICY 
$R 4IM ,ANG SAID MINISTERS HAD BEEN SEDUCED BY THE FOOD 
INDUSTRY @0ARENTS DONT WANT THEIR CHILDREN TO EAT A LOAD OF 
RUBBISH  AND  THEY  EXPECT  THE GOVERNMENT  TO  SET  STANDARDS 
)T  SEEMS MINISTERS ARE SAYING  THEY CANNOT BE PRESCRIPTIVE 
CANNOT  BE  SEEN  TO  BE  NANNIES  n  WHEN  THEY  ARE  BEING 
ASTONISHING NANNIES WHEN IT COMES TO THE CURRICULUM
3CHOOLS -INISTER  *ACQUI 3MITH  RESPONDED  @7HILE  IT  IS 
POSSIBLE TO STRONGLY ENCOURAGE THE AVOIDANCE OF UNHEALTHY 
EATING  IT  IS  NOT  FEASIBLE  TO  DICTATE  PRECISE  NUTRITIONAL 
PORTIONS  OR  DIETARY  PRESCRIPTIONS    OUR  STANDARDS WILL  BE 
FLEXIBLE ENOUGH FOR CATERERS TO PROVIDE THE FOODS PUPILS LIKE 
TO EAT 0ARENTS CAN BE ASSURED THAT THEIR CHILDREN ARE ABLE TO 
HAVE A HEALTHY MEAL AT SCHOOL EVERY DAY $AVID 7ARD 4HE 
'UARDIAN  $ECEMBER 	
4HE  ,OCAL  !UTHORITY  #ATERERS  !SSOCIATION  WAS 
UNDERSTANDABLY  HAPPY  THAT  THE  GOVERNMENTS  APPROACH 
WAS  LESS  THAN  PRESCRIPTIVE  @3ELECTION  BY  NUTRIENT  CONTENT 
AT  THE  POINT  OF  SALE  IS  A  MORE  DIFFICULT  TASK  FOR  CHILDREN 
WHILST SELECTION BY FOOD GROUP ENABLES THEM TO MAKE MORE 
SENSIBLE BALANCED CHOICES IT SAID
4HE  NUTRITIONAL  STANDARDS  FOR  SCHOOL MEALS  n  THE  FIRST 
FOR  TWENTY  YEARS  n WERE  EVENTUALLY  PUBLISHED  ON    *ULY 
  AND  BECAME  COMPULSORY  IN  !PRIL    4HE  TWO 
DOCUMENTS n ONE FOR PRIMARY SCHOOLS ONE FOR SECONDARIES 
n  CAN  BE  DOWNLOADED  IN  0$&  FORMAT  FROM  THE  $F%3 
WEBSITE n SEE 7EB ,INKS BELOW FOR DETAILS	
4HE  NEW  RULES  SPECIFIED  THAT  CHIPS  OR  OTHER  FRIED 
POTATOES MUST NOT BE SERVED IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS MORE THAN 
THREE  TIMES  A  WEEK  AND  BAKED  BEANS  NO MORE  THAN  ONCE 
A  WEEK  3ECONDARY  SCHOOLS  WOULD  BE  ABLE  TO  OFFER  CHIPS 
EVERY DAY THOUGH A HEALTHY ALTERNATIVE SUCH AS PASTA MUST 
ALSO BE OFFERED #HEESE COULD BE SERVED @FREELY AS A MAIN 
PROTEIN  DISH  FRESH  FRUIT  MUST  BE  OFFERED  AT  LEAST  TWICE 
A WEEK  AND  FRUIT  IN  A  DESSERT  DAILY  0LANS  TO  RESTRICT  HOW 
MUCH OF SUCH FOOD COULD BE EATEN IN SCHOOL DINING ROOMS 
WERE DROPPED AS WAS A LEGAL LIMIT ON THE NUMBER OF TIMES 
RED  MEAT  COULD  APPEAR  ON  THE  MENU  2EBECCA  3MITHERS 
4HE 'UARDIAN  *ULY 	
4HE  #HILD  0OVERTY  !CTION  'ROUP  ACCUSED  THE 
GOVERNMENT  OF  SELLING  OUT  TO  THE  CATERING  INDUSTRY  AND 
SAID  THE GUIDELINES SHOULD HAVE BEEN BASED ON NUTRITIONAL 
VALUES  #AMPAIGNS  OFFICER  3UE "RIGHOUSE  SAID  @7E  THINK 
THE CATERERS HAVE WON THE DAY BECAUSE WHAT THEY ARE SAYING 
IS  THAT  IT  WOULD  BE  TOO  DIFFICULT  TO  IMPLEMENT  NUTRITION
BASED STANDARDS
4HE  FIRST MONITORING OF  SCHOOL  CATERERS  TO  ENSURE  THEY 
ARE  MEETING  THE  NATIONAL  NUTRITIONAL  STANDARDS  WILL  BE 
UNDERTAKEN THIS AUTUMN 	 AND THE $F%3 SAYS IT PLANS 
TO @WORK VERY CLOSELY WITH SCHOOLS THAT ARE NOT COMPLYING 
WITH THEM (ILLY *ANES 4HE 'UARDIAN  !PRIL 	
/THER 'OVERNMENT )NITIATIVES
.EW ,ABOUR HAS PIONEERED A MYRIAD OF SCHEMES DESIGNED 
TO GET CHILDREN EATING MORE HEALTHILY INCLUDING THE .ATIONAL 
3CHOOL &RUIT 3CHEME BREAKFAST CLUBS HEALTHY TUCK SHOPS 
IMPROVED  ACCESS  TO  DRINKING  WATER  FREE  MILK  FOR  UNDER
FIVES  AND  A  @.ATIONAL  (EALTHY  3CHOOL  3TANDARD  WHICH 
ENCOURAGES  LIFESTYLEIMPROVING  PROGRAMMES  /&34%$ 
AND  THE  &3!  ARE  TO  INSPECT  SCHOOL  TUCK  SHOPS  VENDING 
MACHINES  AND  NEIGHBOURHOOD  CHIP  SHOPS  AND  MONITOR 
BREAKFAST  CLUBS  AFTERSCHOOL  CLUBS  AND  SCHOOL  MEALS 
INCLUDING PACKED LUNCHES	 TO SEE IF THEY WERE CONTRIBUTING 
TOWARDS THE GROWING PROBLEM OF CHILDHOOD OBESITY 4HERE 
ARE  TO  BE  TRIALS  OF  @HEALTHY  DRINK  VENDING  MACHINES 
2ESEARCH  IS  TO BE UNDERTAKEN  TO  IMPROVE  LESSONS ON  FOOD 
PREPARATION HYGIENE AND THE IMPORTANCE OF A BALANCED DIET 
THOUGH CURIOUSLY OFFICIALS HAVE STRESSED THIS WILL NOT BE A 
RETURN  TO  HOME  ECONOMICS  *AMES -EIKLE 4HE 'UARDIAN 
 $ECEMBER 	
3O .EW ,ABOUR HAS  CERTAINLY WORKED HARD  TO BE  SEEN 
TO  BE  DOING  SOMETHING  ABOUT  CHILD  NUTRITION  (OWEVER 
ITS  MANY  SCHEMES  APPEAR  TO  BE  @ABOUT  AS  JOINED  UP  AS  A 
FIVE  YEAR  OLDS  HANDWRITING  (ILLY  *ANES  4HE  'UARDIAN 
 $ECEMBER  	  AND  AS  )  SHALL  DEMONSTRATE  LATER  THEY 
HAVE HAD  LITTLE  IMPACT ON CHILDRENS EATING HABITS /NE OF 
THE  REASONS  FOR  THIS  IS  THAT  THE  GOVERNMENTS  EFFORTS  ARE 
BEING  UNDERMINED  BY  ITS  OWN  UNWILLINGNESS  TO  CONFRONT 
TWO  PROBLEMS  POSED  BY  THE  VESTED  INTERESTS  OF  THE  FOOD 
INDUSTRY  THE  ADVERTISING  OF  JUNK  FOODS  ON  TELEVISION  AND 
PROMOTIONAL SCHEMES IN SCHOOLS
!DVERTISING
! FEW FACTS AND FIGURES ILLUSTRATE THE SCALE OF THE PROBLEM 
)N    FOOD  FIRMS  SPENT  ALMOST  aM  ADVERTISING 
CHOCOLATE CONFECTIONERY CRISPS AND SNACKS BUT ONLY aM 
PROMOTING FRUIT AND VEGETABLES *O 2EVILL 4HE /BSERVER  
.OVEMBER 	 /F THE TOP  "RITISH ADVERTISERS FIVE ARE 
FOOD  COMPANIES  AND -C$ONALDS  ALONE  SPENT  OVER  aM 
IN  n MORE THAN .IKE OR "RITISH !IRWAYS 4HE AVERAGE 
"RITISH CHILD WATCHES TEN FOOD COMMERCIALS EVERY HOUR ON 
TELEVISION  NINE  OF  THEM  FOR  PRODUCTS  HIGH  IN  FAT  SUGAR 
ANDOR  SALT	  AND  SWALLOWS  MORE  THAN  TWO  HUNDRED  LITRES 
OF  SWEET  FIZZY  DRINKS  A  YEAR  *O  2EVILL  4HE  /BSERVER   
.OVEMBER    3ARAH "OSELEY 4HE 'UARDIAN    *ANUARY 
	
!DVERTISERS USE SPORTS STARS TO ASSOCIATE JUNK FOOD WITH 
HEALTH  3O  $AVID  "ECKHAM  IS  SEEN  DRINKING  0EPSI !LAN 
3HEARER  EATS  AT -C$ONALDS  AND  SALES  OF 7ALKERS  CRISPS 
HAVE MORE THAN DOUBLED SINCE IT BEGAN USING 'ARY ,INEKER 
IN    4HE  &OOD  #OMMISSIONS  2ESEARCH /FFICER  +ATH 
$ALMENY  COMMENTED  @)TS  A  REALLY  DAMAGING MESSAGE  TO 
BE  SENDING  OUT  TO  CHILDREN  "UT  WHEN  EVEN  THE  &OOTBALL 
!SSOCIATION  AND  THE  0REMIER  ,EAGUE  DONT  SEE  ANYTHING 
WRONG WITH TAKING SPONSORSHIP MONEY FROM THE CHOCOLATE 
MANUFACTURERS  AND  THE  SOFT  DRINKS  COMPANIES  IT  IS  HARD 
TO  SEE  HOW  THAT  WILL  CHANGE  #LAIRE  #OZENS  )4HE 
'UARDIAN)  -AY 	
$ALMENY  ALSO  POINTS  TO  THE  USE  OF  OTHER MORE  SUBTLE 
IMAGES  TO  CREATE  POSITIVE  ATTITUDES  TOWARDS  UNHEALTHY 
FOODS  @4HERES  A  CAMPAIGN  FOR  +ENTUCKY  &RIED  #HICKEN 
THAT SHOWS A FAMILY SITTING EATING A +&# MEAL WHILE JOKING 
ABOUT THE JUMPER GRANNY HAS KNITTED FOR THEIR FATHER 4HAT 
)  THINK  IS  A  CLASSIC  EXAMPLE  )TS  ATTRIBUTING  EMOTIONS  TO 
THE  PRODUCT  THAT  HAVE NOTHING  TO  DO WITH +ENTUCKY &RIED 
#HICKEN )TS A HIGHLY INSIDIOUS WAY OF TRYING TO PERSUADE 
PEOPLE TO BUY WHAT IS BASICALLY A VERY UNHEALTHY PRODUCT
'OVERNMENT  MINISTERS  CANT  SAY  THEY  HAVENT  BEEN 
WARNED  ABOUT  THE  RESULTS  OF  ALL  THIS  ADVERTISING  !N 
&/25- 6OLUME  .O  
)NTERNATIONAL  /BESITY  4ASK  &ORCE  REPORT  PRESENTED  TO  THE 
%UROPEAN 5NION SUMMIT ON OBESITY IN #OPENHAGEN ARGUED 
THAT  THE FOOD  INDUSTRY SHOULD BE PREVENTED FROM TARGETING 
CHILDREN WITH  ADVERTS  FOR  JUNK  FOOD  AND  SWEETS  AND  THAT 
VENDING MACHINES FOR SOFT DRINKS SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED IN 
SCHOOLS @/FFICIALS ARE PRETTY TERRIFIED AROUND THE WHOLE OF 
%UROPE ABOUT HOW TO CONFRONT SOME OF  THESE HUGE VESTED 
INTERESTS  SAID  4ASK  &ORCE  #HAIR  0HILIP  *AMES  @4HE  FAST 
FOOD  AND  SOFT  DRINK  INDUSTRIES  HAVE  ENORMOUS  VESTED 
INTERESTS WHICH WE NEED  TO CONFRONT  3ARAH "OSELEY 4HE 
'UARDIAN  3EPTEMBER 	
!ND AT FIRST IT LOOKED AS THOUGH THE GOVERNMENT MIGHT 
BE PREPARED  TO DO  JUST  THAT 4HE &3! ANNOUNCED  IT WOULD 
COMMISSION RESEARCH INTO THE PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES OF THE 
FOOD  INDUSTRY  AND  HOW  THEY  INFLUENCE  CHILDRENS  EATING 
HABITS *O 2EVILL 4HE /BSERVER  .OVEMBER 	
"UT  IT  QUICKLY  BECAME  CLEAR  THAT  THE  GOVERNMENT  HAD 
NO  INTENTION  OF  RESTRICTING  FOOD  INDUSTRY  ADVERTISING  ! 
SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE $EPARTMENT OF (EALTH SAID @.OTHING 
IS BEING RULED  IN OR OUT  IN  FUTURE EFFORTS  TO  TACKLE OBESITY 
BUT WE  ARE  NOT  CURRENTLY  CONSIDERING  RESTRICTIONS  ON  FOOD 
ADVERTISING  FOR  CHILDREN  #ULTURE  3ECRETARY  4ESSA  *OWELL 
WHOSE  DEPARTMENT  REGULATES  TELEVISION  ADVERTISING	  WENT 
FURTHER AND PRIVATELY ASSURED FOOD INDUSTRY EXECUTIVES THAT 
THERE WOULD BE NO BAN ON FOOD COMMERCIALS SHOWN DURING 
CHILDRENS  46  TIME  BECAUSE  SUCH  A  BAN MIGHT  @ADVERSELY 
AFFECT  THE  QUALITY  OF  CHILDRENS  PROGRAMMING  *O  2EVILL 
4HE /BSERVER  .OVEMBER 	
(ER  COMMENTS  WERE  GREETED  WITH  DISMAY  BY  THE   
,ABOUR -0S WHO HAD  SIGNED  AN  EARLY DAY MOTION  ASKING 
THE GOVERNMENT TO BRING IN A BAN ON ALL ADVERTISING TO PRE
SCHOOL CHILDREN ,EADING NUTRITIONISTS WERE EQUALLY ANGRY 
0ROFESSOR 0HILIP *AMES SAID @)M DISMAYED BY THIS 7E ARE 
CONDEMNING  OUR  CHILDREN  TO  BE  MANIPULATED  BY  INDUSTRY 
AS  PART  OF  PUBLIC  POLICY  4HE  GOVERNMENT  WAS  SERIOUSLY 
OUT OF STEP WITH  THE PUBLIC ON  THE  ISSUE  TOO ! 'UARDIAN
)#- POLL  REVEALED  THAT    PER  CENT  OF "RITONS WANT  FOOD 
ADVERTISEMENTS  AIMED  AT  CHILDREN  TO  BE  BANNED  OR  MORE 
TIGHTLY  REGULATED  &ELICITY  ,AWRENCE  4HE  'UARDIAN   
-AY 	
0ROMOTIONAL 3CHEMES IN 3CHOOLS
3CHEMES LIKE THOSE SPONSORED BY 7ALKERS CRISPS 0RINGLES 
AND #ADBURYS ARE SUPPOSED  TO CONFORM  TO  @BEST PRACTICE 
GUIDELINES AGREED IN  BY THE #ONSUMERS !SSOCIATION 
ADVERTISERS AND THE %DUCATION $EPARTMENT ! KEY PRINCIPLE 
IS  THAT  @MATERIALS  SHOULD  NOT  ENCOURAGE  UNHEALTHY 
ACTIVITIES
7ALKERS  @&REE  "OOKS  FOR  3CHOOLS  SCHEME  HAS  BEEN 
RUNNING  FOR  FIVE  YEARS  )N  EXCHANGE  FOR  TOKENS  PRINTED  IN 
2UPERT  -URDOCHS  TABLOIDS  AND  ON  PACKETS  OF  1UAVERS 
-ONSTER  -UNCH  &RENCH  &RIES  3QUARES  &OOTBALLS  $S 
AND  7OTSITS  SCHOOLS  CAN  CLAIM  BOOKS  PUBLISHED  BY 
(ARPER#OLLINS 0ROPRIETOR 2 -URDOCH	 7ALKERS SAYS IT IS 
AIMING @TO MAKE A REAL CONTRIBUTION TO LITERACY AND CLAIMS 
THAT  @ANY  IMPACT  ON  SALES  IS  SECONDARY !CCORDING  TO  ITS 
@&REE "OOKS FOR 3CHOOLS WEBSITE THE SCHEME IS SUPPORTED 
BY  THE  GOVERNMENT  THE  .ATIONAL  !SSOCIATION  OF  (EAD 
4EACHERS  THE  .ATIONAL  #ONFEDERATION  OF  0ARENT  4EACHER 
!SSOCIATIONS AND THE ,ITERACY 4RUST
4IM  -INOGUE  4HE  'UARDIAN    *ANUARY  	  WAS 
HORRIFIED  WHEN  HIS  DAUGHTER  WAS  GIVEN  A  LETTER  FROM  HER 
(EAD 4EACHER  EXHORTING  HER  TO  @"E  PART  OF  THE  SIXMONTH 
COLLECTING FRENZY 7ALKERS SCHEME CLEARLY FLOUTS THE @BEST 
PRACTICE GUIDELINES @) COULDNT TELL A 7ALKERS 7OTSIT FROM 
ANY OTHER  EXTRUDED BUNDLE OF % NUMBERS HE WROTE  @"UT 
)  KNOW  )  DONT WANT MY  DAUGHTER  EATING  THIS  STUFF 7HAT 
JOB  IS  IT  OF  HER  SCHOOL  TO  ENCOURAGE  HER  IN  A  @FRENZY  OF 
CONSUMPTION OF JUNK SNACKS
#ADBURYS  @'ET !CTIVE  SCHEME HAS CAUSED EVEN MORE 
ANGER 4HE  SCHEME  REQUIRES  CHILDREN  TO  EAT  M BARS  OF 
CHOCOLATE  n  CONTAINING  ALMOST  M KG OF  FAT  n  IN  ORDER  TO 
SWAP  THE  WRAPPERS  FOR  @FREE  SPORTS  EQUIPMENT  FOR  THEIR 
SCHOOLS
)NCREDIBLY  THE  SCHEME  HAS  THE  BACKING  OF  THE  9OUTH 
3PORT 4RUST AND OF SPORTS STARS 0AULA 2ADCLIFFE AND !UDLEY 
(ARRISON  )T  HAS  EVEN  BEEN  ENDORSED  BY  3PORTS  -INISTER 
2ICHARD  #ABORN !  #ADBURY  PRESS  RELEASE  QUOTED  HIM  AS 
SAYING  THAT  HE  IS  @DELIGHTED  THAT  #ADBURY  IS  PREPARED  TO 
SUPPORT  A  DRIVE  ;WHICH=  COULD  MAKE  A  REAL  DIFFERENCE  TO 
THE  QUALITY  OF  YOUNG  PEOPLES  LIVES  4HE  $EPARTMENT  OF 
3PORT SAID IT DID NOT BELIEVE THE CAMPAIGN WOULD ENCOURAGE 
CHILDREN  TO  BUY  MORE  CHOCOLATE  @4HE  CAMPAIGN  WILL 
ENCOURAGE CHILDREN TO REALISE THAT WHEN THEY EAT CHOCOLATE 
THEY  NEED  TO  DO  IT  IN  THE  CONTEXT  OF  A  BALANCED  LIFE  AND 
BEING ACTIVE A SPOKESMAN SAID
)N  A  LETTER  TO  4HE  'UARDIAN    -AY  	  #HIEF 
%XECUTIVE /FFICER OF #ADBURY 3CHWEPPES *OHN 3UNDERLAND 
WROTE  @!LL  THE  INFORMED AUTHORITIES  AGREE  THAT  THE  ANSWER 
IS  A  BALANCED  LIFESTYLE  THAT  COMBINES  SENSIBLE  DIET  WITH 
SUFFICIENT PHYSICAL EXERCISE (E ADMITTED  THE SCHEME HAD 
@COMMERCIAL OBJECTIVES BUT INSISTED @4HIS IS NOT DESIGNED 
TO  SELL MORE  CHOCOLATE  )T WOULD  BE  INTERESTING  TO  KNOW 
WHAT COMMERCIAL OBJECTIVES #ADBURY COULD POSSIBLY HAVE 
OTHER THAN SELLING MORE CHOCOLATE	
#ONSUMER GROUPS AND HEALTH ORGANISATIONS ARE FURIOUS 
$IRECTOR OF THE &OOD #OMMISSION 4IM ,OBSTEIN SAID @4HE 
AMOUNTS  OF  CHOCOLATE  INVOLVED  FOR  THESE  @GIFTS  IS  QUITE 
ASTOUNDING )T IS RIDICULOUS TO COMBINE A FITNESS CAMPAIGN 
WITH  EATING  CHOCOLATE  "RITISH  $IETETIC  !SSOCIATION 
SPOKESWOMAN #ATHERINE #OLLINS  SAID  THE  PROMOTION WENT 
AGAINST  ALL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  MESSAGES  @7E  ARE  RUNNING  AN 
%AT TO BE &IT CAMPAIGN AT THE MOMENT WARNING CHILDREN OF 
OBESITY !CTIVITY IS A VITAL PART OF STAYING FIT AND LINKING IT 
WITH EATING CHOCOLATE IS NOT ON
)N A LETTER TO 4HE 'UARDIAN  -AY 	 THE .ATIONAL 
#ONSUMER  #OUNCILS  &RANCES  (ARRISON  WROTE  @4HE  NEW 
.ATIONAL  #URRICULUM  CITIZENSHIP  PROGRAMME    AIMS  TO 
RAISE  AWARENESS  OF  PERSUASIVE MARKETING  FORCES  (OW  FAR 
SUCH INITIATIVES CAN GO IN COUNTERBALANCING WELLRESOURCED 
MARKETING CAMPAIGNS IS A MOOT POINT
3O  JUNK  FOOD  ADVERTISING  ON  TELEVISION  AND  INSCHOOL 
PROMOTIONS  BY  JUNK  FOOD  COMPANIES  ARE  REAL  PROBLEMS 
FOR  THOSE  SEEKING  TO  ENCOURAGE  HEALTHY  EATING  "UT  THERE 
ARE  ALSO  TUCK  SHOPS  AND  VENDING  MACHINES  FULL  OF  JUNK 
FOOD  AND  FIZZY  DRINKS  AND  THE  ACTIVITIES  OF  FIRMS  LIKE 
*AZZY-EDIA WHICH HAS  ALREADY GIVEN  SCHOOLS MILLIONS OF 
EXERCISE  BOOKS  BEARING  ADVERTISEMENTS  FOR  SUGARY  DRINKS 
AND  IS  NOW  PLANNING  TO  PROMOTE  SAMPLES  OF  DRINKS  AND 
CRISPS IN SCHOOL DINING HALLS AT LUNCHTIME (ILLY *ANES 4HE 
'UARDIAN  !PRIL 	
4WO 9EARS ON HAS ANYTHING CHANGED
(AVE  THE  GOVERNMENTS  HEALTHY  EATING  SCHEMES  n  AND  IN 
PARTICULAR  THEIR  NUTRITIONAL  STANDARDS  FOR  SCHOOL  MEALS 
n HAD ANY IMPACT ON CHILDRENS DIETS
)N    THE  MOST  POPULAR  FOODS  IN  SCHOOL  CANTEENS 
WERE  CHIPS  PIZZA  SAUSAGES  HOT  DOGS  SPAGHETTI  AND 
&/25-  6OLUME  .O   
BURGERS  ,OCAL  !UTHORITY  #ATERERS  !SSOCIATION  3CHOOL 
-EALS 3URVEY QUOTED BY  *OANNA "LYTHMAN 4HE 'UARDIAN 
 *ULY 	
4ODAY  TWO  YEARS  AFTER  THE  GOVERNMENT  INTRODUCED  ITS 
NUTRITIONAL GUIDELINES A SURVEY FOR 7HICH MAGAZINE FOUND 
THAT ALTHOUGH SCHOOL CATERERS ARE COMPLYING WITH  THE NEW 
RULES CHILDREN ARE STILL CHOOSING THE LEAST HEALTHY OPTIONS 
&ELICITY  ,AWRENCE  4HE  'UARDIAN    -ARCH  	  4HE 
MOST POPULAR  FOODS  IN  SCHOOL  CANTEENS ARE PIZZA  CHICKEN 
NUGGETS  AND  FISHCAKES  CHIPS  POTATOBASED  @SMILEY  FACES 
AND  BAKED  BEANS  4HE  REPORT  SAYS  CHILDREN  BETWEEN  THE 
AGES OF  TEN AND  FIFTEEN ARE  SURVIVING ON CRISPS  CHIPS AND 
CHOCOLATE BARS WASHED DOWN WITH SOFT DRINKS n A DIET HIGH 
IN FAT SUGAR AND SALT AND LOW IN FIBRE IRON FOLATE ZINC AND 
OTHER NUTRIENTS ESSENTIAL TO GROWTH
#HILDREN ARE NOT GETTING VITAL NUTRIENTS BECAUSE THEY ARE 
EATING ON AVERAGE ONLY TWO PORTIONS OF FRUIT OR VEGETABLES 
A DAY n OLDER BOYS ONLY ONE PORTION n WITH  SCHOOL MEALS 
CONTRIBUTING  LESS  THAN  ONE  PORTION  A  DAY  4HEY  ARE 
CONSUMING  THIRTY  TIMES MORE  SOFT  DRINKS  AND  TWENTYFIVE 
TIMES MORE CONFECTIONERY THAN THEY DID IN 
7HICH  RESEARCHER  2ACHEL  #LEMONS  SAID  @#HILDRENS 
EATING  HABITS  ARE  A  REAL  CAUSE  FOR  CONCERN  &OR  MANY 
CHILDREN THEIR MAIN MEAL OF  THE DAY IS  THE SCHOOL MEAL )F 
THEY ARE NOT EATING THE RIGHT FOOD THERE IT HAS A REAL IMPACT 
ON THEIR HEALTH
4HE  SURVEY  MAKES  CLEAR  THAT  HEALTH  EDUCATION  ALONE 
IS NOT ENOUGH  TO CHANGE CHILDRENS EATING HABITS -OST OF 
THOSE  WHO  KEPT  FOOD  DIARIES  FOR  THE  SURVEY  KNEW  WHICH 
FOODS WERE GOOD  FOR  THEM AND UNDERSTOOD  THAT POOR DIETS 
COULD  LEAD  TO WEIGHT PROBLEMS AND DISEASES  LIKE DIABETES 
HEART DISEASE AND CANCER "UT THEY STILL CHOSE THE FATTY AND 
SUGARY FOODS FIRST
7HY 7ORRY
$OES ANY OF  THIS MATTER /F COURSE 7HY 4HERE ARE FOUR 
FAIRLY OBVIOUS REASONS
&IRST AND MOST OBVIOUSLY THIS IS ABOUT THE FUTURE HEALTH 
OF  THE  NATION  .UMEROUS  STUDIES  SHOW  THAT  FOOD  HABITS 
LEARNED IN EARLY LIFE PERSIST FOR YEARS #HILDREN ARE LEARNING 
AT  SCHOOL  EATING  HABITS  WHICH  WILL  PREDISPOSE  THEM  TO 
OBESITY AND A RANGE OF SERIOUS DISEASES *OANNA "LYTHMAN 
4HE 'UARDIAN  *ULY 	
3ECOND MANY CHILDREN EAT LITTLE BUT JUNK AT HOME !S WE 
HAVE ALREADY SEEN PRESSURE OF WORK CHANGES  IN  LIFESTYLE 
FOOD INDUSTRY ADVERTISING AND A LACK OF FOOD EDUCATION HAVE 
LED TO A CULTURE IN WHICH FEW FAMILIES SIT DOWN TOGETHER FOR 
TRADITIONAL MEALS -ANY PARENTS THEREFORE ASSUME n OR HOPE 
n  THAT  THEIR  CHILDREN  ARE  GETTING  A  DECENT MEAL  AT  SCHOOL 
4HREE FIFTHS OF PARENTS SAY SCHOOL MEALS PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN 
THEIR CHILDRENS DIET AND MORE THAN A FIFTH ADMIT TO RELYING 
ON  THE  SCHOOL  CANTEEN  TO PROVIDE A NUTRITIOUS DIET  ,OCAL 
!UTHORITY  #ATERERS  !SSOCIATION  SURVEY  QUOTED  BY  (ILLY 
*ANES 4HE 'UARDIAN  $ECEMBER 	
4HIRD  A  HEALTHY  DIET  ACTUALLY  MAKES  A  DIFFERENCE  TO 
CHILDRENS  ABILITY  TO  LEARN  -ANY  SCHOOLS  HAVE  REPORTED 
IMPROVEMENTS  IN  ACHIEVEMENT  FOLLOWING  HEALTHY  EATING 
SCHEMES  7OLSEY  *UNIOR  3CHOOL  AND  7HITEHORSE  -ANOR 
3CHOOL  IN  SOUTH  ,ONDON  FOR  EXAMPLE  NOTED  SIGNIFICANT 
IMPROVEMENTS IN ACADEMIC RESULTS FOLLOWING BANS ON JUNK 
FOOD *OANNA "LYTHMAN 4HE 'UARDIAN  *ULY 	
&OURTH  A  HEALTHY  DIET  IMPROVES  CHILDRENS  BEHAVIOUR 
4HERE IS A WEALTH OF INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH INTO THE EFFECTS 
OF VITAMINS MINERALS AND OTHER COMPOUNDS SUCH AS AMINO 
ACIDS  ON  BRAIN  CHEMISTRY !MONG  THE  NUTRIENTS  KNOWN  TO 
AFFECT MOOD AND BEHAVIOUR  ARE  ZINC  ESSENTIAL  FATTY  ACIDS 
VITAMINS " AND " AND CALCIUM AND MAGNESIUM
! STUDY UNDERTAKEN AT THE 9OUNG /FFENDERS )NSTITUTION 
IN  !YLESBURY  DEMONSTRATED  SIGNIFICANT  IMPROVEMENTS 
IN  BEHAVIOUR  WHEN  INMATES  WERE  GIVEN  SUPPLEMENTARY 
VITAMINS  MINERALS  AND  ESSENTIAL  FATTY  ACIDS  "RITISH 
*OURNAL  OF  0SYCHIATRY    QUOTED  BY  *EAN  7EST  4HE 
/BSERVER  &EBRUARY 	 &URTHER WORK ON THE DIETS OF 
JUVENILE DELINQUENTS  IS BEING DONE AT  THE #ACTUS #LINIC AT 
-IDDLESBROUGHS  4EESSIDE  5NIVERSITY  !ND  *ANICE  (ILL 
AN  EXPERT  IN  BEHAVIOURAL  DISORDERS  INSISTS  THAT  MANY  OF 
THE  RESTLESS  AGITATED  SYMPTOMS  DISPLAYED  BY  CHILDREN 
WITH  !$($  !TTENTION  $EFICIT  (YPERACTIVITY  $ISORDER	 
ARE  LINKED  TO  THE  FOODS  THEY  HAVE  EATEN  *EAN 7EST  4HE 
/BSERVER  &EBRUARY 	
3O 7HERE $O 7E 'O FROM (ERE
2ESPONSIBILITY  FOR  CHILDRENS  EATING  HABITS  IS  SHARED 
BETWEEN PARENTS SCHOOLS AND THE GOVERNMENT
/F COURSE IT IS PRIMARILY THE DUTY OF PARENTS TO SEE THAT 
THEIR OFFSPRING ARE WELL FED 2IGHTWING POLITICIANS REGARD IT 
AS ENTIRELY A MATTER FOR PARENTS AND NOT SOMETHING THE STATE 
SHOULD GET INVOLVED IN 4HIS WILL NOT DO !S WE HAVE SEEN 
MANY  PARENTS  THROUGH  IGNORANCE  OR  THROUGH  PRESSURES  OF 
WORK  AND  TIME  ARE  NOT  ENSURING  THAT  THEIR  CHILDREN  GET  A 
DECENT  DIET  .O  RESPONSIBLE  GOVERNMENT  CAN  IGNORE  THE 
WIDESPREAD DEVELOPMENT OF UNHEALTHY EATING HABITS WHOSE 
LONGTERM  EFFECTS  ON  THE .ATIONAL  (EALTH  3ERVICE WILL  BE 
INCALCULABLE
)N  OUR  SCHOOLS  EDUCATION  IN  NUTRITION  AND  FOOD 
PREPARATION IS SADLY LACKING 4HIS IS NOT THE SCHOOLS FAULT 
4HE GOVERNMENTIMPOSED REGIME OF .ATIONAL #URRICULUM 
TESTS  TARGETS  AND  LEAGUE  TABLES  HAS  ALL  BUT  KILLED  IT  OFF 
THROUGH  PRESSURE  TO  @RAISE  STANDARDS  IN  BASIC  SUBJECTS  )N 
TWENTY YEARS  TIME WELL HAVE A NATION OF OBESE DIABETICS 
n BUT AT LEAST THEYLL BE ABLE TO READ AND WRITE
3O WHETHER THE 4ORIES n OR "LAIRS .EW ,ABOUR 0ARTY n 
LIKE IT OR NOT THE GOVERNMENT MUST LEGISLATE 4HE FOLLOWING 
AREAS NEED URGENT ATTENTION
L   4HE NUTRITIONAL STANDARDS FOR SCHOOL MEALS MUST BE 
MADE MORE RIGOROUS
L  #OMPETITIVE TENDERING AND THE USE OF PRIVATISED 
CATERING COMPANIES SHOULD BE REVIEWED
L  4HERE MUST BE AN INCREASE IN THE COST OF INGREDIENTS 
%VEN A SMALL INCREASE FROM THE PRESENT nP 
PER MEAL TO SAY nP WOULD MAKE A SIGNIFICANT 
DIFFERENCE TO THE QUALITY AND QUANTITY OF FOOD OFFERED
L  4HE REINTRODUCTION OF SUBSIDIES SHOULD BE CONSIDERED
L  %LIGIBILITY FOR FREE MEALS SHOULD BE WIDENED AND TAKE
UP ENCOURAGED
L  .UTRITION AND FOOD PREPARATION MUST BE MADE IMPORTANT 
ELEMENTS OF THE .ATIONAL #URRICULUM
L  4HE PROMOTION OF JUNK FOOD IN SCHOOLS THROUGH VOUCHER 
SCHEMES VENDING MACHINES AND EXERCISE BOOKS 
CARRYING ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE BANNED
L  4ELEVISION ADVERTISING OF JUNK FOOD TO CHILDREN MUST BE 
BANNED
)F THE GOVERNMENT IS SERIOUS ABOUT THE DIET OF OUR CHILDREN 
AND  THE  FUTURE HEALTH OF  THE NATION  IT MUST DO  SOMETHING 
ABOUT  ALL  THE  ABOVE  )F  IT  FAILS  TO  DO  SO  THE  LONGTERM 
CONSEQUENCE  WILL  BE  A  NATION  OF  OBESE  PEOPLE  SUFFERING 
SERIOUS  DISEASES  AND  IMPOSING  AN  EVERINCREASING  BURDEN 
ON THE .ATIONAL (EALTH 3ERVICE
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0OSTSCRIPT
3INCE  THE ABOVE ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN 53  FOOD GIANT +RAFT 
FACED  WITH  THE  THREAT  OF  OBESITY  LAWSUITS  HAS  ANNOUNCED 
THAT  IT WILL  REDUCE  ITS PORTION  SIZES  CUT  THE  SUGAR  FAT  AND 
CALORIE  CONTENT  OF MANY  OF  ITS  FOODS  IMPROVE  NUTRITIONAL 
LABELLING  SET  GUIDELINES  FOR  ADVERTISING  TO  CHILDREN  AND 
OFFER HEALTHIER SNACKS IN SCHOOL VENDING MACHINES $AVID 
4EATHER 4HE 'UARDIAN  *ULY 	 ! REPORT BY *0 -ORGAN 
HAS  IDENTIFIED  #ADBURY  3CHWEPPES  AS  THE  %UROPEAN  FOOD 
MANUFACTURER  MOST  AT  RISK  OF  OBESITY  LAWSUITS  -ICHAEL 
(ARRISON 4HE )NDEPENDENT  *ULY 	 AND .EW 9ORK HAS 
ANNOUNCED IT IS TO BAN JUNK FOODS AND FIZZY DRINKS FROM ITS 
SCHOOL VENDING MACHINES
2EFERENCES
7EBSTER #HARLES 	 (EALTH 7ELFARE AND 5NEMPLOYMENT 
DURING THE $EPRESSION FROM THE JOURNAL 0AST AND 0RESENT 

7EBSTER #HARLES 	 'OVERNMENT 0OLICY ON 3CHOOL -EALS 
AND 7ELFARE &OODS n IN $AVID & 3MITH .UTRITION 
IN "RITAIN ,ONDON 2OUTLEDGE
7EB ,INKS
$EREK 'ILLARDS 7EBSITE
4HIS ARTICLE AND OTHERS	 CAN BE FOUND IN $EREK 'ILLARDS 
%DUCATION !RCHIVE AT WWWDGDIALPIPEXCOM
'UARDIAN !RCHIVE 3EARCH
7HERE A REFERENCE IS SHOWN TO 4HE 'UARDIAN OR 4HE 
/BSERVER YOU CAN FIND THE ORIGINAL ARTICLE BY GOING TO 
WWWGUARDIANCOUK!RCHIVEHTML
4YPE IN THE AUTHORS NAME AND SELECT THE APPROPRIATE DATE
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.ETWORKED ,EARNING FROM 
COMPETITION TO COLLABORATION
"!2"!2! 30%.$%2 
4HE AUTHOR A WRITERRESEARCHER WITH THE .ATIONAL #OLLEGE FOR 3CHOOL ,EADERSHIP DESCRIBES THE #OLLEGES 
INNOVATIVE .ETWORKED ,EARNING 0ROGRAMME
$URING  PERIODS  OF  RAPID  AND WIDESPREAD  CHANGE  ITS  EASY 
TO BECOME SO  FOCUSSED ON ADAPTING  TO  INNOVATION  THAT WE 
FORGET TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE DEBT OWED BY NEWNESS TO LONGER 
TERM  PROCESSES  OF  DEVELOPMENT  AND  SOCIAL  CHANGE !S  A 
'#% STUDENT IN  ) WAS TAUGHT THAT THE GREAT REFORM AGE 
OF THE 6ICTORIANS WAS GOVERNED BY THE DIFFERENT BUT PARALLEL 
PHILOSOPHIES OF  THE  RULING PARTIES n  THE 4ORIES  INTEREST  IN 
STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENT AND ,IBERAL COMMITMENT  TO SOCIAL 
ADVANCEMENT  4HIS  BROAD  DISTINCTION  IN  POLITICAL  THOUGHT 
COULD  BE  SAID  TO  HAVE  BEEN  REPLICATED  IN  THE MORE  RECENT 
HISTORY OF EDUCATION 4HE  %DUCATION !CT CHANGED THE 
STRUCTURE OF THE EDUCATION SYSTEM TO SUPPORT GOVERNMENTS 
EMPHASIS  ON  ACCOUNTABILITY  AND  RAISING  STANDARDS 
SUBSEQUENT  INNOVATION  HAS  BEEN  DRIVEN  BY  A  NEED  FOR 
CULTURAL CHANGE 4HE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE .ATIONAL #OLLEGE 
FOR  3CHOOL  ,EADERSHIPS .ETWORKED ,EARNING  PROGRAMME 
n IN WHICH GROUPS OF SIX OR MORE SCHOOLS BID FOR FUNDING 
AND SUPPORT TO CREATE NETWORKS EACH WITH ITS OWN LEARNING 
FOCUS  n  ADDRESSES  THIS  NEED  4HE  PROGRAMME  IS  INTENDED 
TO  DEVELOP  CULTURAL  NORMS  WITHIN  EDUCATION  WHICH  ARE 
BASED  ON  COLLABORATION  IN  LEARNING  ACTIVITIES  RATHER  THAN 
COMPETITION BASED ON PUPIL OUTCOMES
.ETWORKING  IS  A  FAMILIAR  CONCEPT  LONG  RECOGNISED  AS 
CRITICAL  TO  SUCCESS  IN MANY DIFFERENT  CONTEXTS .ETWORKED 
LEARNING IS A RELATIVELY NEW IDEA WHICH HAS BEEN EXPLORED 
IN  RESEARCH  LITERATURE  BUT  UNTIL  NOW  NOT  ENACTED  WITHIN 
A  COHERENT  AND  STRUCTURED  FRAMEWORK  4HE  .ETWORKED 
,EARNING  PROGRAMME  IS  ESSENTIALLY  A  LARGE  SCALE  PRACTICAL 
EXPERIMENT DESIGNED TO TEST THE RELATIVELY SIMPLE IDEA THAT 
UNMEDIATED  DIALOGUE  BETWEEN  RESEARCH  AND  THE  EXPERTISE 
OF  THE  CLASSROOM  PRACTITIONER  CAN  GENERATE  VALUABLE 
NEW  KNOWLEDGE  .ETWORKED  LEARNING  PROVIDES  A  MEANS 
OF  GENERATING  THAT  KNOWLEDGE  AND  MAKING  IT  DIRECTLY 
ACCESSIBLE  TO  PRACTITIONERS  THROUGHOUT  THE  EDUCATION 
SYSTEM 4HE PROGRAMME EMBRACES THE NEED AND ASPIRATIONS 
OF  A WIDE  VARIETY  OF  SCHOOLS  ENCOURAGING  THEM  TO MOVE 
FROM WHAT HAS BECOME A HIGHLY COMPETITIVE MARKET FORCES 
BASED OUTLOOK TOWARDS A MORE DEMOCRATIC RESPONSIVE AND 
COLLABORATIVE  CLIMATE  WHICH  AT  ALL  LEVELS  ENCOMPASSES 
BOTH  PRACTICE  AND  RESEARCH  INTO  PRACTICE  )T  CHALLENGES 
SCHOOLS AND  THEIR PARTNERS  IN ,%!S AND (IGHER %DUCATION 
TO  THINK  ABOUT  THEIR  RELATIONSHIPS  IN  NEW WAYS  A  PROCESS 
WHICH  IS  OFTEN  UNCOMFORTABLE  BUT  POTENTIALLY  PRODUCTIVE 
4HE  PROGRAMMES  SUCCESS  WILL  BE  VISIBLE  IN  IMPROVED 
EDUCATIONAL  EXPERIENCES  FOR  CHILDREN  IN  A  FLATTENING  OF 
TRADITIONAL  HIERARCHICAL  STRUCTURES  WITHIN  AND  BETWEEN 
SCHOOLS AND THEIR PARTNERS AND IN THE PRACTICAL EXPRESSION OF 
ITS CORE OBJECTIVES n DISTRIBUTED LEADERSHIP LEARNING ABOUT 
LEARNING AND THE CREATION OF SPACES WITHIN WHICH INDIVIDUAL 
PARTICIPANTS WORK TOGETHER TO REFLECT ON PRACTICE AND THINK 
CREATIVELY
$ISTRIBUTED ,EADERSHIP
0ART  OF  THE  PROGRAMMES  AGENDA  IN  KEEPING  WITH  THE 
#OLLEGES OVERALL REMIT IS TO FOSTER AND PROMOTE DISTRIBUTED 
LEADERSHIP 4HIS SIGNALS A CLEAR MOVE AWAY FROM THE VIEW OF 
THE HEADTEACHER AS @LEADER TOWARDS A CONCEPT OF LEADERSHIP 
AS AN EGALITARIAN AND DEMOCRATIC COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY IN 
WHICH ALL NETWORK MEMBERS ARE BOTH EMPOWERED TO DIRECT 
THEIR OWN LEARNING AND ENCOURAGED AND EXPECTED TO HAVE AN 
INPUT INTO STRATEGIC DECISIONMAKING 4HE INTENTION BEHIND 
THIS  CONSCIOUS  SHIFT  IN  THINKING  SO  INCLUSIVE  THAT  PUPILS 
TOO ARE  INVITED  TO BECOME PROACTIVE  LEARNERS AND OPINION
FORMERS	 IS TO FACILITATE THE DEVELOPMENT OF MORE DYNAMIC 
AND FLEXIBLE ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURES AND TO FOSTER A CULTURE 
WHICH IS SUPPORTIVE OF INDIVIDUAL INNOVATION
/NE  OF  THE  MOST  EXCITING  POSSIBILITIES  OFFERED  BY 
THIS  OPEN  AND  RESPONSIVE  APPROACH  TO  LEADERSHIP  IS  THE 
EMERGING  IMPACT  OF  PUPIL  @VOICE  )N  ITS  EARLY  STAGES 
n  THE  FIRST  FULLY  FUNDED  NETWORKS  BEGAN  THEIR  WORK  ON 
THIS FOUR YEAR PROGRAMME LESS THAN A YEAR AGO n THE MOST 
SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS HAVE OCCURRED AT THE LEVEL OF THE 
ADULT  PARTICIPANT  BUT  ALREADY  CHILDREN  TOO  ARE  BEGINNING 
TO  EXPERIENCE  A  GREATER  FREEDOM  IN  UNDERSTANDING  AND 
ORGANISING  THEIR  OWN  LEARNING  0UPILS  ARE  INVITED  TO 
PARTICIPATE  IN  PUPIL  VOICE  CONFERENCES  THEIR  ENGAGEMENT 
FROM PRIMARY SCHOOL ONWARDS IN THE DEBATE ABOUT LEARNING 
MARKS  A  SIGNIFICANT  SHIFT  AWAY  FROM  AN  EDUCATIONAL 
CLIMATE  IN  WHICH  CHILDREN  ARE  IMPLICITLY  AN  ADAPTED  OR 
@MANUFACTURED OUTPUT TOWARDS RECOGNITION OF THE PUPIL AS 
AN INDIVIDUAL WHO NEEDS TO BE FULLY ENGAGED AS A LEADER IN 
HIS OR HER OWN LEARNING
&OR ADULTS NETWORKED LEARNING IS BASED ON PARTICIPANTS 
RECOGNITION OF THE STRENGTHS OF COLLEAGUES FACING CHALLENGES 
AT  ALL  LEVELS  AND  ON  WILLINGNESS  TO  ENGAGE  IN  OPEN  AND 
HONEST  CONVERSATION  ABOUT  PROBLEMS  AND  SUCCESSES  IN  AN 
ATMOSPHERE INFUSED WITH ENTHUSIASM AND SUPPORT $IALOGUE 
BASED  ON  INTEREST  AND  EXPERTISE  RATHER  THAN  STATUS  IS 
ESSENTIAL AS IS THE WILLINGNESS TO RECOGNISE THE CONTRIBUTION 
EACH PERSON AT EVERY LEVEL HAS TO MAKE TO LEARNING
,EARNING ABOUT ,EARNING
!N INFORMED EXAMINATION OF HOW AND WHY THE PROGRAMME 
ACTS TO IMPROVE LEARNING n THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN GENUINE 
@VALUEADDED  AND  SOMETHING  NOT  MUCH  MORE  SUBSTANTIAL 
THAN  A  MANIFESTATION  OF  THE  (AWTHORNE  EFFECT  n  IS  AN 
INTEGRAL ELEMENT IN ITS DESIGN 2ESEARCH AND ENQUIRY OCCUPY 
A CENTRAL POSITION WITHIN THE PROGRAMME A CENTRALITY WHICH 
IS REPLICATED WITHIN EACH NETWORK )N NETWORKS IT IS ASSUMED 
THAT INDIVIDUAL PRACTITIONERS HAVE ACCUMULATED WISDOM AND 
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EXPERTISE  WHICH  HAS  THE  POTENTIAL  TO  BENEFIT  COLLEAGUES 
THROUGHOUT THE SYSTEM BUT WHICH TOO OFTEN REMAINS BEHIND 
THE CLOSED CLASSROOM DOOR )NDIVIDUAL TEACHERS AND SUPPORT 
STAFF  KNOW WHAT WORKS  FOR  THEM  AND  FOR  THEIR  PUPILS  BUT 
OFTEN  LACK  TIME  AND  OPPORTUNITY  TO  INVESTIGATE  WHY  OR 
TO  ARTICULATE  WHAT  THEY  HAVE  OBSERVED  SO  THAT  OTHERS  CAN 
BUILD  ON  THEIR  PRACTICE  %NCOURAGING  PRACTITIONERS  TO 
ENGAGE  IN ENQUIRY AND  RESEARCH VALIDATES  THEIR EXPERIENCE 
AND PROMOTES  THE SHARING AND POOLING OF KNOWLEDGE 4HE 
FURTHER ADDITION OF IMPROVED ACCESS TO THE EXISTING RESEARCH 
BASE n WITH 5NIVERSITY PARTNERS ACTING AS GUIDES RATHER THAN 
AS  INTERMEDIARIES  OR  GATEKEEPERS  n  FOSTERS  THE  POTENTIAL 
FOR  CREATING  NEW  KNOWLEDGE  AND  ALLOWS  THE  INDIVIDUAL  TO 
IDENTIFY MORE CLOSELY WITH A WIDER INDEPENDENTLY CREATIVE 
TEACHING PROFESSION
!T  THE  SAME  TIME  THE  #OLLEGES  .ETWORKED  ,EARNING 
'ROUP  WHICH  ACTS  AS  A  CENTRAL  RESOURCE  FOR  MORE  THAN 
 SCHOOLS IN  CURRENT NETWORKS MORE WILL BEGIN WORK 
IN  3EPTEMBER  	  IS  USING  ITS  ACCESS  TO  THE  THOUSAND 
NETWORKED  SCHOOLS  ALREADY  IN  THE  PROGRAMME  TO  BUILD  A 
PICTURE OF HOW NETWORKS WORK HOW LEARNING OCCURS WITHIN 
THEM AND WHAT CONDITIONS  SUPPORT AND PROMOTE  IT !S  THE 
FIRST  MAJOR  PROJECT  IN  THIS  FIELD  THE  'ROUPS  RESEARCH  IS 
ATTRACTING A LOT OF INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION .OWHERE ELSE HAS 
NETWORKED LEARNING BEEN ATTEMPTED NATIONALLY ON SO BROAD 
AND AMBITIOUS A SCALE )TS ANTICIPATED THAT THIS RESEARCH WILL 
RESULT IN THE PRESENTATION OF DIVERSE MODELS FOR NETWORKING 
DEPENDENT  ON  LOCAL  AND  NATIONAL  CIRCUMSTANCES  AND 
NEED 4HERE WILL  BE  NO  BLUEPRINT  FOR  NETWORKED  LEARNING 
4HE  ENTIRE  PROGRAMME  COULD  IN  FACT  BE  CHARACTERISED 
AS  A  MULTIPARTY  LEARNING  DIALOGUE  ONE  WHICH  RESPECTS 
DIFFERENCE AND DIVERSITY AND WHICH IS BASED ON EQUALITY AND 
PROFESSIONALISM
4HE !UTHENTIC 6OICE OF THE 0RACTITIONER
$ESPITE  CONTEMPORARY  EMPHASIS  ON  THE  QUALITIES  OF  THE 
REFLECTIVE  PRACTITIONER  IT  IS  OFTEN  DIFFICULT  FOR  SCHOOL  STAFF 
TO  FIND  TIME  AND  SPACE  IN  WHICH  TO  ENGAGE  IN  REFLECTION 
!T  ANY  NETWORKED  LEARNING  EVENT  APPRECIATION  OF  THE 
OPPORTUNITIES  THE  PROGRAMME  OFFERS  FOR  REFLECTION  IS  A 
STRONG  RECURRING  THEME  COMING  SECOND  ONLY  TO  THE  VALUE 
PARTICIPANTS PLACE ON STIMULATING AND CHALLENGING BUT NON
COMPETITIVE  PROFESSIONAL  DIALOGUE  4HE  LEADERSHIP  AND 
RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES OUTLINED ABOVE OFFER SCHOOL STAFF THE 
CHANCE TO RECLAIM THE CONSCIOUS PROFESSIONALISM WHICH HAS 
BEEN  ERODED  BY  HEAVYHANDED  ACCOUNTABILITY  PROCEDURES 
AND RAPIDLY CHANGING EXPECTATIONS OF THE EDUCATION SYSTEM 
AS THE MOST SIGNIFICANT MECHANISM FOR THE PRODUCTION OF A 
STABLE SOCIETY 4HE PROGRAMME OFFERS INDEPENDENCE CHOICE 
AND SELFEVALUATION RATHER THAN INFLEXIBILITY AND COERCION )T 
IS  THEREFORE IN SYMPATHY WITH THE VALUES AND EXPECTATIONS 
OF  THE  POSTINDUSTRIAL  SOCIETY  WHICH  FORMAL  EDUCATION 
SYSTEMS ARE EXPECTED TO SUPPORT 4HE PROGRAMME PROVIDES 
A REFLECTIVE SPACE WITHIN WHICH CAN BE HEARD THE AUTHENTIC 
VOICE  OF  THE  PRACTITIONER  ENERGISED  BY  COLLABORATION 
DISTRIBUTED LEADERSHIP AND RESEARCH
#ONCLUSION
!T PRESENT  ALL  THIS MAY  SOUND  RATHER DISTANT  AND 5TOPIAN 
OR  TO  THE  CYNIC  LIKE  A  TRADITIONAL  SCHOOL  IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAMME  DISGUISED  AS  CULTURAL  INNOVATION  0ERSUADING 
SCHOOL  STAFF  TO  THINK DIFFERENTLY n  TO  THINK COLLABORATIVELY 
RATHER  THAN  COMPETITIVELY  TO  BE  CONFIDENT  AND  ASSERTIVE 
RATHER  THAN  INSULAR  AND  DEFENSIVE  n  CAN  BE  CHALLENGING 
-ANY  TEACHERS  AND  MANY  SCHOOLS  HAVE  EXPERIENCED  A 
PROLONGED  PERIOD  OF  IMPOSED  CHANGE  ACCOMPANIED  BY 
FORMS  OF  ACCOUNTABILITY  TOO  OFTEN  EXPRESSED  AS  THREATS 
/NE  OF  THE  MAJOR  CHALLENGES  IS  FOR  SCHOOLS  TO  ABANDON 
HIERARCHIES  AND  STRUCTURES  DESIGNED  TO  COPE  WITH  THESE 
EXTERNAL IMPOSITIONS AND TO REPLACE THEM WITH NEW FLEXIBLE 
AND  OPEN  STRUCTURES  WHICH  ENCOURAGE  FREE  MOVEMENT  OF 
PROFESSIONAL  AND  PERSONAL  EXPERTISE  ACROSS  INSTITUTIONS 
4HERE  IS  SUBSTANTIAL  EVIDENCE  THAT  SCHOOLS  ACTIVELY  WANT 
TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  THIS  CULTURAL  CHANGE  4HE    DIVERSE 
GEOGRAPHICALLY DISPERSED NETWORKS ALREADY IN OPERATION ARE 
EAGER  TO  SEEK WAYS  OF  ESTABLISHING  LINKS WITH  EACH  OTHER 
4HE VOICES OF  INDIVIDUALS WHO  SEE NETWORKED  LEARNING AS 
REENERGISING  ARE  BEGINNING  TO  BE  HEARD  )NEVITABLY  ONE 
MIGHT ENVISAGE TENSIONS BETWEEN THE PROGRAMMES CREATIVE 
FLEXIBILITY AND ORIGINALITY AND THE ESTABLISHED RIGIDITY OF THE 
GOVERNMENTAL  STRUCTURES  AND  EXPECTATIONS WITHIN WHICH  IT 
OPERATES "UT IT IS PRECISELY THIS FLUIDITY AND FLEXIBILITY THE 
ABSENCE OF VISIBLE HORIZONS  LETTING GO OF  THE HIERARCHICAL 
CONTROL MECHANISMS WHICH  LIMITED  THE EFFECTIVENESS OF SO 
MANY PREVIOUS INITIATIVES	 WHICH OFFER THE GREATEST PROSPECT 
OF SUCCESS FOR NETWORKED LEARNING
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,EARNING -ENTORS POLICY 
@HOPES PROFESSIONAL IDENTITIES 
AND @ADDITIONALITIES
*/(. "!4%-!.  #(2)34/0(%2 2(/$%3 
4HE AUTHORS TEACH IN THE 3CHOOL OF %DUCATION 5NIVERSITY OF 7OLVERHAMPTON
4HE  PURPOSE  OF  THIS  ARTICLE  IS  TO  ANALYSE  THE  RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN  EDUCATION  POLICY  HOPES  FOR  THE  NEW  INITIATIVE 
OF  LEARNING  MENTORS  AND  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THEIR 
PROFESSIONAL  IDENTITIES  4HE  NEED  TO  CONCEPTUALISE  THE 
ROLE OF  LEARNING MENTORS  IN PURSUING @ADDITIONALITIES OVER 
SPECIFIC  TARGETS  FOR  SCHOOL  PUPILS  IS  ALSO  RECOGNISED  AS  A 
SIGNIFICANT  ONE  )N  ORDER  TO  UNDERSTAND  THE  HOPES  FOR  THE 
EMERGENT  PROFESSIONALISM OF  LEARNING MENTORS  THE  VALUES 
UNDERPINNING @ADDITIONALITY WILL BE EXAMINED AND THAT IN 
TURN HAS IMPLICATIONS FOR HOW THEIR IDENTITIES CAN DEVELOP 
)N  THE PROCESS OF  THEIR PROFESSIONALISATION  TENSION CAN BE 
SEEN  AS  EMERGING  BETWEEN  @DEMOCRATIC  AND  @MANAGERIAL 
DISCOURSES  THAT  ARE  POLARISED  4HE  CONTEXT  OF  THE  POLICY 
@CONSTRUCTION OF LEARNING MENTORS IS A MINIACTION ZONE IN 
THE 7EST -IDLANDS THAT FORMS THE BACKGROUND IN WHICH THE 
RELATIONSHIP WILL BE EXAMINED
@(IGH 0OLICY (OPES AND )NITIATIVES
4HE ORIGIN OF  THIS  INQUIRY  IS  FOCUSED ON  THE  SHIFT  TOWARDS 
USING  POLICY  AS  THE  DRIVER  OF  EDUCATIONAL  CHANGE  4HIS 
POLICY TREND GAINED PROMINENCE IN THE S IDENTIFIED IN 
THE  SCHOOL  EFFECTIVENESS  MOVEMENT  WHICH  WAS  HOPEFUL 
THAT THE CAUSES OF SCHOOLBASED PROBLEMS COULD BE DETECTED 
IN  ORDER  TO  IMPROVE  THE  EDUCATION  SYSTEM  )TS  LEGACY  HAS 
INFORMED  THE  .EW  ,ABOUR  SEARCH  FOR  A  WAY  TO  @JOIN  UP 
THINKING  THAT  LINKS  EDUCATIONAL  PRACTICES  WITH  ADEQUATE 
POLICY  IN  THE  BELIEF  THAT  LARGER  PROBLEMS  SUCH  AS  SOCIAL 
EXCLUSION CAN BE TACKLED THROUGH EDUCATIONAL REFORM -ORE 
SPECIFICALLY "ARBER  	  HAS  ARGUED  THAT  @MODERNISING 
POLICY  INITIATIVES  LIKE  %XCELLENCE  IN  #ITIES  %I#	  HAVE 
GENERATED @HIGH EXPECTATIONS THAT BARRIERS TO LEARNING WILL 
BE  ADDRESSED  3O  IT  IS  IMPORTANT  TO  EXAMINE  HOW  POLICY 
HOPES  DETERMINE  NEW  ROLES  WITHIN  SCHOOLS  THAT  IN  TURN 
ALTER  THEIR  CHANCES  OF  EFFECTIVENESS  4HESE  HOPES  HAVE 
APPARENTLY  BEEN  FULFILLED  IN  SIGNIFICANT  WAYS  !CCORDING 
TO A RECENT /&34%$ REPORT 	 THAT EXAMINED THE %I# 
INITIATIVE  CLAIMS  WERE  MADE  THAT  THE  NEWLY  CONSTITUTED 
LEARNING  MENTORS  WERE  HAVING  AN  IMPORTANT  IMPACT  ON 
DISAFFECTED  PUPILS  IN  DEPRIVED  AREAS  !  MORE  EXTENSIVE 
ANALYSIS  OF  THE  CASE  OF  LEARNING  MENTORS  AS  A  POLICY 
@CONSTRUCTION IS THEREFORE IMPORTANT IN ORDER TO DETERMINE 
HOW FAR THEIR PRACTICES ARE BEING EMBEDDED
4HIS  ANALYSIS  IS  PARTLY  BASED  ON  A  LOCAL  EVALUATION  OF 
AN %I# !CTION :ONE RECENTLY COMPLETED THAT HAS PROVIDED 
EMPIRICAL  EVIDENCE  ON  THE  CHANGING  NATURE  OF  LEARNING 
MENTORS  "ATEMENT  ET  AL  	  4HE  EVALUATION  ACQUIRED 
DATA  FROM QUESTIONNAIRES  PROVIDED  BY  PARENTS  PUPILS  AND 
STAFF !LSO INTERVIEWS WERE CONDUCTED WITH A SMALL NUMBER 
OF  SCHOOL  STAFF  THAT  INCLUDED  HEADTEACHERS  @OPERATIONAL 
MANAGERS TEACHERS TEACHING ASSISTANTS THE :ONE $IRECTOR 
AND DIFFERENT  LEARNING MENTORS  IN  THE MAJORITY OF SCHOOLS 
4HE FOLLOWING QUOTES ARE TAKEN FROM THE QUESTIONNAIRES AND 
INTERVIEWS HIGHLIGHTING  THE  LEARNING MENTORS CONTRIBUTION 
TO  RESOLVING  PUPIL  PROBLEMS  SUCH  AS  IMPROVEMENT  OF 
MENTEE BEHAVIOUR
@THE APPOINTMENT OF A LEARNING MENTOR HAS RESULTED IN 
LESS DISRUPTION IN CLASSROOMS
@THEY HELP WITH ADDRESSING BULLYING AND OTHER ANTI
DISCRIMINATORY BEHAVIOUR
@THE LEARNING MENTOR HAS WORKED WITH ME TO HELP ME 
WITH BEHAVIOUR
@) DONT LOSE MY TEMPER ANYMORE x LOTS OF CHILDREN ARE 
GETTING BETTER
@) WOULD RECOMMEND THIS SCHOOL	 BECAUSE WE CAN SAY 
WHY WE ARE UPSET NOW
@THE MENTOR	 PUTS STICKERS ON AND STOPS PEOPLE FROM 
FIGHTING
!LTHOUGH THE VALUE OF THESE CLAIMS CANNOT BE IGNORED THEY 
NEED TO BE APPROACHED WITH CAUTION 4HE INTERPRETATION OF 
THE  EFFECT  OF  THE  MENTOR  RAISES  QUESTIONS  CONCERNING  THE 
NATURE OF THE DISCURSIVE GAP BETWEEN THE PERCEIVED IMPACT 
OF  THE  LEARNING MENTOR AND  THE PHILOSOPHIES UNDERPINNING 
THEIR WORK WHICH NEED  TO BE ANALYSED  IN ORDER  TO DEEPEN 
UNDERSTANDING 4HESE ISSUES WILL BE ADDRESSED IN RELATION TO 
THE EMERGING PROFESSIONALISM OF THE MENTORS
0ROFESSIONALISM AT 7HAT 0RICE
5NDERSTANDING  THE  RISE  IN  THE  PROFESSIONALISM OF  LEARNING 
MENTORS  NEEDS  TO  BE  RELATED  TO  A  BROADER  CONTEXT  THAT 
IMPLIES THEY MAY HAVE TO PAY A PRICE FOR THEIR NEWLYFOUND 
STATUS  4HE  ACQUIRING  OF  PROFESSIONALISM  HAS  EMERGED 
AS  AN  IMPORTANT  OBJECTIVE  ATTAINED  THROUGH  PRESERVING 
STATUS  WHICH  HAS  IDEOLOGICAL  CONNOTATIONS  .EWMAN 
AND  #LARKE  	  HAVE  RECENTLY  SEEN  MANAGERIALISM 
DERIVING  FROM  NEW  PUBLIC  MANAGEMENT  PHILOSOPHY  AS 
THREATENING  THE AUTONOMY OF  THE PROFESSIONS BECAUSE  THEY 
CAN  BE  @COLONISED  THROUGH  SUBORDINATION  DISPLACEMENT 
AND  COOPTION  BY  MANAGEMENT  4HE  TEACHING  PROFESSION 
PROVIDES  A  GRAPHIC  EXAMPLE  AS MORE PRESSURE WAS PLACED 
ON THEM DUE TO DEMANDS OF  THE .ATIONAL #URRICULUM AND 
GLOBAL  ECONOMIC  SHIFTS  7HITTY  	  )NCREASINGLY  THE 
TEACHERS  PERFORMANCE  WAS  MEASURED  BY  COMPETENCIES 
THAT  PLACED  THEM  AT  RISK  OF  BEING  @DEPROFESSIONALISED 
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4HIS ALSO HAD ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS BECAUSE TEACHERS FELT THE 
NEED TO RESIST THE BUREAUCRATIC IMPERATIVES OF TARGET SETTING 
4HE HOPE FOR @REPROFESSIONALISATION  IS DERIVED FROM MORE 
COLLABORATIVE CREATIVE OR EVEN @ACTIVIST PROFESSIONALISM
4HESE PRESSURES ON THE EDUCATION PROFESSION HAVE BEEN 
PARALLELED  IN  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  LEARNING  MENTOR 
WHICH  WERE  DETECTED  IN  THE  EVALUATION  OF  THE  ZONE 
!CCORDING  TO  THE  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  THE  PROCESS  OF 
PROFESSIONALISATION  OF  THE  LEARNING  MENTOR  HAS  SEEN  THE 
SCHOOLS REPLACE @VOLUNTEER MENTORS WITH MORE EXPERIENCED 
MATURE  ADULTS  THAT  OFFERED  MORE  PERMANENT  FULLTIME 
SALARIED  WORK  "ATEMAN  ET  AL  	  4HE  PACE  TOWARD 
PROFESSIONALISM QUICKENED THROUGH MORE EXTENSIVE TRAINING 
OPTIONS OFFERED FOR MENTORS !LTHOUGH THIS EARLY PHASE WAS 
CONSTRUCTIVE  THERE  WAS  A  DANGER  OF  IT  BEING  SUPERSEDED 
BECAUSE TRAINING IN ITSELF CANNOT CREATE CAPACITY 4HE LOCAL 
TRAINING ON OFFER INCLUDED SIX ONEDAY TRAINING COURSES THAT 
COVERED A  RANGE OF  TOPICS SUCH AS ANGER MANAGEMENT AND 
PRACTICAL  ACTIVITIES  SUCH  AS  CIRCLE  TIME  THAT  WAS  PROVIDED 
THROUGH  %XCELLENCE  IN  #ITIES  (OWEVER  THE  FACT  THAT  THIS 
WILL  BE  REPLACED  BY  OFFSITE  PROVISION  AT  A  COLLEGE  MAY 
BE  INAPPROPRIATE  FOR  A  SCHOOLS  NEEDS  "ARBER  	  HAS 
ARGUED THAT THE DEVELOPMENT OF PROFESSIONALISM WILL REMAIN 
@HAPHAZARD UNLESS THE 'OVERNMENT PLAYS A REGULATION ROLE 
TO ENSURE ACCOUNTABILITY IN A PERIOD OF @TRANSITION 7HERE 
GOVERNMENTS  ADDITIVE  POLICIES  HAVE  FAILED  TO  TACKLE 
PROBLEMS DISCURSIVE TENSIONS ARISE THAT AFFECT PROFESSIONAL 
IDENTITIES  #ENTRE  FOR  0UBLIC  0OLICY  2ESEARCH  	 
(OWEVER  A  DISTINCTION  CAN  BE MADE  BETWEEN  THE  TYPE  OF 
PROFESSIONALISM  BASED  ON  ACQUIRING  SKILLS  AND  EVERYDAY 
EXPERIENCE  BASED  ON  INFORMAL  LEARNING  IN  THE  SCHOOL 
(ARGREAVES !  	  0ARADOXICALLY  ALTHOUGH  ACQUIRING 
AND  STRENGTHENING  PROFESSIONAL  SKILLS  HAS  TAKEN  PLACE  THE 
DANGER IS THAT MENTORS COULD STILL PAY THE PRICE IF THEY ARE 
FORCED TO NEGLECT MORE TACIT INFORMAL KINDS OF @KNOWLEDGE 
DUE TO IMPOSITION OF CONSTRAINTS
4HE %MERGENCE OF -ENTOR $ISCOURSES  
AND 0ROFESSIONAL )DENTITIES
4HE TENSIONS INHERENT IN THE PROCESS OF PROFESSIONALISATION 
OF  THE  MENTOR  HAVE  BEEN  REVEALED  IN  TWO  CONFLICTING 
DISCOURSES  THAT  ARE  APPARENT  IN  THEIR  PRACTICE  IN  THEIR 
RESPECTIVE  IDENTIFIED  IN  THE  NEGOTIATING  OF  INFORMAL 
INDIVIDUALISED  AGREEMENTS  WITH  @DISAFFECTED  PUPILS  TO 
ENSURE  THAT  THEY  PARTICIPATED  IN  SCHOOL  4HEY  CONTAIN 
ATTRIBUTES THAT WERE IDENTIFIED BY THE LEARNING MENTORS SUCH 
AS  BEING  A  GOOD  LISTENER  ESTABLISHING  TRUST  PASSING  ON 
WISDOM AND COUNSELLING  @EMOTIONAL BEHAVIOUR  IN A NON
JUDGEMENTAL  WAY  ON  A  ONETOONE  BASIS  )N  ADDITION  THE 
@DEMOCRATIC NATURE OF THEIR DECISIONMAKING ROLE HAS GIVEN 
THEM MORE OPPORTUNITIES IN CONJUNCTION WITH OTHER STAFF TO 
DEVELOP PUPILS INTERPERSONAL SKILLS WHICH IS VERY DIFFERENT 
TO THE ROLE OF 4EACHING !SSISTANTS 4HERE WAS ALSO EVIDENCE 
PROVIDED  BY  THE  INTERVIEWS  OF  ATTEMPTS  TO  ESTABLISH  CLEAR 
BOUNDARIES FOR MENTORS WORK WITH TEACHERS HEADTEACHERS 
PUPILS  FAMILIES  AND WHERE  NECESSARY  EXTERNAL  AGENCIES 
4HESE  BOUNDARIES  WERE  SEEN  AS  ESSENTIAL  IN  PRESERVING 
THEIR  SELFREGULATED  PROFESSIONAL  AUTONOMY  (OWEVER  THE 
DEMARCATION OF THESE HAS NOT BEEN EASY TO PUT INTO PRACTICE 
DUE TO THE ASCENDANCY OF THE SECOND DISCOURSE
!  SECOND  DISCOURSE  CAN  BE  IDENTIFIED  THAT  HAS 
ON  OCCASION  APPEARED  TO  BE  OVERLAPPING  WITH  THE 
DEMOCRATIC  ONE  BUT  IS  IN  ESSENCE  A  THREAT  TO  IT  4HIS 
EXTERNAL  @MANAGERIALLY  DERIVED  DISCOURSE  WAS  REVEALED 
AS  MANAGEMENT  IN  SCHOOLS  INCREASINGLY  ORGANISED 
@PERFORMANCE  -ENTORS  MORE  FORMALLY  SET  COLLECTIVE 
TARGETS  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  BEHAVIOUR  AND  ATTENDANCE 
OF  PUPILS  AND  PERIODICALLY  REPORTED  ON  PROGRESS  THAT  SAW 
THEM  TAKE  ON  THE  ROLE  OF  @ATTENDANCE  OFFICER  )N  TURN  THE 
@LEAD  MENTOR  CONTRIBUTED  TO  ASSESSING  THE  LEVEL  OF  THE 
MENTORS  IMPACT  BY  CAPTURING  THE OVERALL  OUTCOMES  FROM 
THE  DIFFERENT  SCHOOLS  )N  ORDER  TO  DEMONSTRATE  THAT  TARGETS 
HAD  BEEN MET  SOME  OF  THE  SCHOOLS  REQUIRED  THE  LEARNING 
MENTORS  TO  ENGAGE  IN  @SURVEILLANCE  OF  TARGETED  PUPILS  )N 
ONE SPECIFIC SCHOOL THE MENTOR WAS PLACED ON CALL THROUGH 
THE  USE  OF  A  WALKIETALKIE  AND  REQUIRED  TO  RESPOND  TO 
@EMERGENCIES OVER CLASSROOM INCIDENTS AS THEY AROSE 4HIS 
ROLE ALTHOUGH APPARENTLY FLEXIBLE CLASHED WITH ESTABLISHED 
@ONE  TO ONE PUPIL  SESSIONS  THAT WERE PART OF  THEIR  REGULAR 
TIMETABLE  )T CAUSED A  LACK OF CONTINUITY  IN  THE WORK WITH 
OTHER  PUPILS  AND  AS  A  RESULT  IT  HAD  OBVIOUS  IMPLICATIONS 
FOR  SUSTAINING  TRUST  RELATIONS  WITH  PUPILS  0ARADOXICALLY 
EVEN WHERE  THE PUPIL  SEES  THE MENTOR AS A  @BUDDY  RATHER 
THAN  A  FIGURE OF  AUTHORITY MENTORS  ARE  STILL  SUBJECT  TO  THE 
CONSTRAINTS IMPOSED BY THIS @POLICING ROLE IN THE SCHOOL
4HE  STRUGGLE  FOR  THE  ASCENDANCY  BETWEEN  THESE 
DISCOURSES  CAN  BE  SEEN  AS  BEING  PLAYED  OUT  ON  A  DAILY 
BASIS  IN  MANY  OF  THE  SCHOOLS  AND  THE  EFFECT  ON  MENTORS 
PROFESSIONAL  IDENTITIES  CAN  BE  FURTHER  EMPHASISED  BY 
ATTENTION TO @ADDITIONALITIESSCHOOLS WHICH HAVE PREVIOUSLY 
BEEN IDENTIFIED IN THE TEACHING PROFESSION BY 3ACHS 	 
&IRST OF ALL @DEMOCRATIC DISCOURSES WERE
4HE 0URSUIT OF @!DDITIONALITIES
4HE PURSUIT OF @ADDITIONALITIES THAT HAS BEGUN TO TAKE PLACE 
NEEDS TO BE UNDERSTOOD IN RELATION TO THE @AUDIT EXPLOSION 
AS MANAGEMENT INCREASINGLY SEARCH FOR MEASURABLE TARGETS 
THROUGH  THE  USE  OF  QUANTIFIABLE  INDICATORS  0OWER  	 
3TRATHERN  	  RECOGNISES  THAT  ALTHOUGH  THE  @AUDIT 
APPEARS TO REVEAL EVERYTHING THAT CAN BE MEASURED THEREBY 
MAKING  IT  TRANSPARENT  TO  THE  PUBLIC  GAZE  IN  PRACTICE  IT 
REPRESENTS A @TYRANNY AS IT DISGUISES THE EXERTION OF CONTROL 
OVER  PERFORMANCE  )T  HAS  BEEN  FURTHER  ARGUED  THAT  THE 
@POVERTY OF PERFORMATIVITY CAN BE IDENTIFIED AT SCHOOL LEVEL 
IN  THE  STRENGTHENING  OF  THE  AUDIT  WHICH  HAS  UNDERMINED 
TRUST  RELATIONS AND CREATIVE ACTIVITY  %LLIOTT 	 7HILST 
THE AUDIT  IS USED TO DETERMINE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF TEACHER 
PERFORMANCE AND RESOURCES PUPIL TARGETS ARE DEMONSTRATED 
THROUGH MONITORING  4HESE  TARGETS  HAVE  ALSO  COME  UNDER 
ATTACK  AS  CENTRALLY  DERIVED  @MANAGERIAL  ASSESSMENT  HAS 
BEEN  PERCEIVED  AS  BEING  AT  THE  EXPENSE  OF  WHOLE  SCHOOL 
DEVELOPMENT 4HESE CRITIQUES HAVE HAD A DAMAGING EFFECT 
ACCORDING TO "ENTLEY 	
@'OVERNMENTBYTARGETS IS WIDELY ACCEPTED TO HAVE 
REACHED ITS LIMIT AS A STRATEGY
(OWEVER IN SPITE OF THESE CHANGES THE NATIONAL ASSESSMENT 
OF  PUPIL  PERFORMANCE  IS  STILL  OPERATING  4HIS  ASSESSMENT 
DOES  TAKE  INTO  ACCOUNT  @VALUEADDED  FACTORS  RELATED  TO 
ATTAINMENT  THAT  ARE  MONITORED  OVER  TIME  AS  INDICATORS 
OF  SCHOOL  EFFECTIVENESS  4HIS  WOULD  TYPICALLY  ALLOW  FOR 
THE  EFFECT  OF  FACTORS  SUCH  AS  SOCIOECONOMIC  STATUS  TO 
DETERMINE THE RATE OF PROGRESS RATHER THAN ONLY RELYING ON 
RAW ASSESSMENT DATA
4HIS  EMPHASIS  ON  @VALUE  ADDED  UNDERPINS  THE  FOCUS 
ON  THE USE OF  @ADDITIONALITIES  IN  THE WORK OF  THE  LEARNING 
MENTORS  (OWEVER  WHAT  IS  DISTINCTIVE  IN  THIS  CONTEXT  IS 
THAT  STANDARDS  ARE  DETERMINED  THROUGH  IMPROVEMENT  IN 
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BEHAVIOUR  AND  ATTENDANCE  OVER  AND  ABOVE  THE  CURRENT 
EXPECTATIONS  FOR  THOSE  PUPILS  4HESE  @ADDITIONALITIES 
WERE  TO  BE  DEMONSTRATED  BY  ESTABLISHING  THE  WORK 
PRACTICES OF LEARNING MENTORS BUT  THEIR ENSUING PURSUIT OF 
@ADDITIONALITY CAN BE SEEN AS PROBLEMATIC FOR TWO REASONS 
&IRSTLY ALTHOUGH THE RATIONALE FOR TARGET SETTING FOR SCHOOLS 
@TRACKING PUPILS IS CLEARLY DEFENSIBLE THE CONCERN IS THAT IT 
IS BECOMING AN OBSESSIVE PRACTICE THAT CONSUMES THE TIME 
OF LEARNING MENTORS 4HIS IS RESULTING IN PUPILS BEING DENIED 
THE  VALUABLE  TIME  AND  SPACE  TO  ARTICULATE  THEIR  PROBLEMS 
BECAUSE  THE  TARGETS  IN  THEMSELVES  BECOME  PREREQUISITES 
FOR  DRIVING  TRANSFORMATION  3ECONDLY  ANY  INDICATORS  OF 
IMPROVEMENT  RELATED  TO  BEHAVIOUR  AND  ATTENDANCE  IN  THE 
SCHOOLS  CANNOT  BE  CLEARLY  IDENTIFIED  AS  AN  EFFECT  OF  THE 
IMPACT OF  LEARNING MENTORS ALONE AS NO ATTEMPT HAS BEEN 
MADE IN THESE CASES TO EXAMINE OTHER VARIABLES 3O THE IDEA 
THAT THE MENTOR @ADDITIONALITIES HAVE MADE A DIFFERENCE ON 
THE ZONE SCHOOLS HAS TO BE TREATED WITH CAUTION
(OPES  OF  COMBATING  THESE  @ADDITIONALITIES  HAVE 
RESTED  ON  THE  EMERGENCE  OF  A  COLLABORATIVE  TYPE  OF 
PROFESSIONALISM  WHEREBY  LEARNING  MENTORS  WOULD  BE 
ABLE  TO  EMBED  THEIR  PRACTICES  !NDY  (ARGREAVES  	 
HAS  IDENTIFIED  THE  NEED  FOR  A  SHIFT  IN  EDUCATION  BEYOND 
@STANDARDISATION TOWARDS IDENTIFICATION WITHIN PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING  COMMUNITIES  )T  HAS  BEEN  FURTHER  ARGUED  THAT  THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF PROFESSIONAL @IDENTITIES HAS TO BE STRONGLY 
CONNECTED  TO  THE  ARTICULATION  OF  THE  DEMOCRATIC  DISCOURSE 
WITHIN A COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE  3ACHS 	 !CCORDING 
TO  $AVID  (ARGREAVES  	  IN  ORDER  TO  CHANGE  DEEP
SEATED PRACTICES AND STRENGTHEN CAPACITY THESE COMMUNITIES 
HAVE TO BE CONSTITUTED AS AN @INNOVATION NETWORK !T THEIR 
MOST  EFFECTIVE  THOSE  NETWORKS  BECOME  KNOWLEDGEBASED 
THAT HAVE  THE POTENTIAL  TO ARTICULATE AND DISSEMINATE GOOD 
PRACTICE  THROUGH  THEIR  POTENTIAL  FOR  @HIGH  LEVERAGE  4HE 
IMPORTANT  QUESTION  REMAINS  HOW  CAN  THE  INCREMENTAL 
CHANGES  TAKING  PLACE  AT  SCHOOL  LEVEL  BE  SCALED  UP  SO  AS 
TO  IMPACT  ON  LARGER  CONSTITUENCIES  )N  THIS  CONTEXT  IT  IS 
APPARENT  THAT  THE  EXPECTATION  IS  LIMITED  RATHER  THAN  THE 
NECESSARY  @RADICAL  CHANGES  THAT  (ARGREAVES  ADVOCATES 
)N  THIS  CONTEXT  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  A  COMMUNITY  OF 
NETWORKS OPERATING BETWEEN SCHOOLS HAS ENABLED  LEARNING 
MENTORS  TO  DEEPEN  THEIR  UNDERSTANDING  OF  PROFESSIONAL 
IDENTITY  AND  HAS  OFFERED  A  SENSE  OF  @BELONGING  THROUGH 
REGULAR MEETINGS  (OWEVER  THE  SUSTAINABILITY  OF  LEARNING 
MENTORS  DEPENDS  PARTLY  ON  THEIR  ABILITY  TO  ENGAGE  WITH 
LOCAL KNOWLEDGE TO STIMULATE INNOVATIONS WHICH IS OFTEN A 
HAPHAZARD @RISKTAKING PROCESSBASELINE DATA FOR EXAMPLE 
SCHOOLS SELECTED PUPILS WHO FELL BELOW THE  PER CENT RATE 
OF ATTENDANCE AND SET THEM NEW TARGETS 4HIS HAS RESULTED IN 
CHANGES TO
#ONCLUSION
#ONTEXTUALISING  LEARNING  MENTORS  HAS  ENABLED  THEM  TO 
BE  SEEN  WITHIN  THE  BIGGER  PICTURE  OF  INTENDED  POLICY 
TRANSFORMATION  !LTHOUGH  THEY  HAVE  UNDENIABLY  HAD 
A  POSITIVE  IMPACT  LEARNING  MENTORS  LIKE  OTHER  POLICY 
INTERVENTIONS  HAVE  OFTEN  FAILED  TO  ADDRESS  THE  ROOT  CAUSE 
OF  EDUCATIONAL  PROBLEMS  BECAUSE  THEY  ARE  NOT  BASED  ON 
STRONG ENOUGH INTERACTIONS WITH  THE PRACTITIONERS  INVOLVED 
&IELDING 	 4HEIR CELEBRATION AS A PANACEA BY POLICY 
MAKERS  APPEARS  TO  CONTAIN  FALSE  PROMISES  THAT  MAY  SEEK 
ONLY  TO  DISGUISE  THE  FACT  THAT  SCHOOLS  ARE  NOT  COPING 
WITH  THEIR  MULTIPLE  PROBLEMS !NOTHER  CONSTRAINT  IS  THAT 
PARADOXICALLY  ALTHOUGH  THE  INTENTION  IS  TO  STRENGTHEN 
PROFESSIONALISM  THROUGH  SKILLS  TRAINING  LEARNING  MENTORS 
ARE  INCREASINGLY UNDER PRESSURE  TO ADOPT A  @POLICING  ROLE 
#ONSEQUENTLY  THE  TENSION  BETWEEN  SATISFYING  DEMOCRATIC 
RELATIONSHIPS  AND  THE  DEMANDS  OF  MANAGERIALISM  CANNOT 
EASILY  BE  RESOLVED 4HE  DANGER  INSTEAD  IS  THAT  THE  PURSUIT 
OF  @ADDITIONALITY  WILL  OVERWHELM  LEARNING MENTORS  AS  AN 
OVERLOAD OF TARGETS PULLS  THEM IN A DIFFERENT DIRECTION THAT 
INTERFERES WITH HAVING A STRONG IMPACT ON PUPILS 4HE RESULT 
COULD  BE  THAT  FOR  ALL  THEIR  RECOGNITION  LEARNING  MENTORS 
WILL  BE UNABLE  TO MAINTAIN  THEIR  @STATUS  AS  THEIR  POTENTIAL 
FOR  SECURING  PROFESSIONAL  INDEPENDENCE  IS  COMPROMISED 
AND THE VITALITY OF THEIR IMPACT IS DILUTED 3O THE PROCESS OF 
@JOINED UP THINKING HAS LED DOWN A ROUTE THAT HAS A NARROW 
VIEW  OF  PROFESSIONALISM  AS  OUTCOMES !S  THEIR  AUTONOMY 
IS  ERODED  THEY  EMERGE  AS  @ARTIFICIAL  RATHER  THAN  ORGANIC 
DEVELOPMENTS FROM WITHIN THE SCHOOL CULTURE
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3CHOOL 'OVERNORS
*5,)! "!2$ 
*ULIA "ARD IS A FREELANCE JOURNALIST WHOSE WORK INCLUDES WRITING AND EDITING EDUCATIONAL WEBSITES BOOKLETS 
AND MAGAZINES FOR #HANNEL  AND #HANNEL  AS WELL AS TEACHING ON THE *OURNALISM -! #OURSE AT 'OLDSMITHS 
#OLLEGE
)T  WASNT  A  STRAIGHTFORWARD  DECISION  TO  STAND  FOR 
ELECTION  AS  A  PARENT  GOVERNOR  AT  OUR  LOCAL  COMMUNITY 
COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL ) KNEW THAT THE GOVERNING BODY HAD 
AN  UNCOMFORTABLE  RELATIONSHIP WITH  THE  THEN (EAD  BUT  AS 
HE HAD PROTECTED THE SCHOOLS PROGRESSIVE STUDENTCENTRED 
EDUCATION IN THE FACE OF THE 'OVERNMENTS FRENZY OF @NEW 
INITIATIVES ) FELT THAT ) COULD BE OF SOME USE IN HELPING TO 
CONTINUE  THE  ETHOS  OF  RESPECT  MUTUAL  RESPONSIBILITY  AND 
LIBERAL EDUCATION THAT HAD ATTRACTED OUR CHILDREN AND MANY 
OTHERS TO THE SCHOOL
)  WANTED  TO  SUPPORT  THOSE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SCHOOL 
COMMUNITY  WHO  SAW  STUDENTS  AS  PIVOTAL  AND  POWERFUL 
MEMBERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION  NOT  AS  STATISTICS  CATS  SATS  OR 
BORDERLINE  !  TO  #S  BUT  AS  HUMAN  BEINGS  PREPARING  FOR 
AN  ADULT  LIFE  IN  A  COMPLEX  AND  UNPREDICTABLE  WORLD  )N 
PRACTICAL  TERMS  THIS MEANS  INCREASING  THE  SIGNIFICANCE  OF 
THE  SCHOOL  COUNCIL  SIXTH  FORM  COMMITTEE  AND  EXEMPLARY 
ANTIBULLYING  CAMPAIGN  ENSURING  THAT  THERE  ARE  OPEN 
CHANNELS  OF  COMMUNICATION  AND  PROMOTING  AN  INFORMAL 
UNTHREATENING ATMOSPHERE IN WHICH YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE THE 
CONFIDENCE TO EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS
) ALSO FELT STRONGLY THAT GOVERNORS SHOULD BE SUPPORTING 
TEACHERS WHO  ARE  INCREASINGLY UNDER  PRESSURE  FROM  RAPID
FIRE  INITIATIVES  BEING  UNDERMINED  IDEOLOGICALLY  AND 
FACED  WITH  THE  INCREASING  DEMANDS  OF  STATUTORY  TESTS  A 
PRESCRIPTIVE  CURRICULUM  INSPECTIONS  BUREAUCRACY  DE
SKILLING AND A CONCOMITANT REDUCTION IN THEIR AUTONOMY IN 
THE CLASSROOM AND ABILITY TO INFLUENCE THE CHARACTER OF THE 
INSTITUTION
-Y  MAIN  WORRY  WAS  THAT  IN  JOINING  THE  GOVERNING 
BODY  )D  BE  PUTTING  MYSELF  IN  THE  POSITION  OF  HAVING  TO 
IMPLEMENT GOVERNMENT POLICIES THAT ) DID NOT BELIEVE WERE 
EDUCATIONALLY SOUND .EVERTHELESS )  THOUGHT  IT WAS WORTH 
HAVING A STAB AT HELPING TO GIVE THE SCHOOL THE CONFIDENCE 
TO  ASSERT  ITS  OWN  ETHOS  AND  ARGUE  THE  CASE  TO  THE  /FSTED 
INSPECTORS  WHENEVER  THEY  NEXT  TURNED  UP 7HAT  )  DIDNT 
EXPECT WAS TO FIND MYSELF SILENCED AND OUT OF MY DEPTH IN 
AN INCOMPREHENSIBLE BUREAUCRACY
/UR  INNER  CITY  ,OCAL  %DUCATION  !UTHORITY  RUNS 
CONTINUOUS  COURSES  FOR  NEW  AND  EXPERIENCED  GOVERNORS 
4HERE  ) MET  OTHER  GOVERNORS  AND WE  GRAPPLED WITH  SUCH 
NOTIONS AS BEING A @CRITICAL FRIEND OF THE SCHOOL THE SUBTLE 
DISTINCTION  BETWEEN MANAGEMENT  AND  GOVERNANCE  AND  THE 
RELATIONSHIP OF THE COMMITTEES TO THE FULL GOVERNING BODY 
)  LEARNT  THAT WE  SHOULD  HAVE  BEEN  SUPPLIED WITH  A  FOLDER 
CALLED @! 'UIDE TO THE ,AW FOR 3CHOOL 'OVERNORS .O ONE 
IN OUR SCHOOL OFFICE KNEW ANYTHING ABOUT IT UNTIL SOMEONE 
REMEMBERED THAT THERE WERE SOME IN THE STORAGE CUPBOARD 
4HERE WE FOUND ABOUT  COPIES OF THIS HEFTY DOCUMENT
!S WE START THE  ACADEMIC YEAR ) HAVE NEVER 
HAD AN UPDATE DESPITE SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN THE LAW ABOUT 
SCHOOL  GOVERNANCE !  LOT  OF  THIS  DOCUMENT  IS  IN  LEGALESE 
THATS VERY DIFFICULT FOR A LAYPERSON TO DECIPHER !TTEMPTING 
TO  USE  IT  IS  A  BIT  LIKE  DOING  YOUR  OWN  CONVEYANCING  JUST 
ABOUT  POSSIBLE  BUT  YOU  COULD  END  UP WITH  A  HOUSE  THATS 
DUE FOR DEMOLITION
)  STARTED  TO  LOOK  ROUND  THE  INTERNET  TO  SEE  IF  )  COULD 
CLARIFY  ANY  OF  IT  AND  THERE  IS  A  GREAT  DEAL  OF  MATERIAL 
'OVERNOR,INE  IS  VERY  HELPFUL  AND  AS  WELL  AS  A  CLEAR 
WEBSITE  HAS  A  HELPLINE  WITH  EXPERIENCED  AND  SUPPORTIVE 
ADVISORS 'OVERNOR.ET ALSO HAS A LOT OF USEFUL INFORMATION 
THOUGH  ITS  @*ARGON  BUSTER  SECTION  WITH  PAGES  OF  INITIALS 
AND SOME VERY OBLIQUE DEFINITIONS SEEMED TO EPITOMISE THE 
PROBLEMS FACING GOVERNORS (ERE IS JUST ONE EXAMPLE
@*ARGON -IDDLE $EEMED 0RIMARY PHASE OF EDUCATION
$EFINITION ! MIDDLE SCHOOL IS DEEMED 0RIMARY IF THE 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE AGE OF  YEARS AND THE LOWER 
AGE SPECIFIED IS GREATER THAN THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE 
AGE OF  YEARS AND THE HIGHER AGE SPECIFIED
)T WAS BECOMING CLEAR TO ME THAT IT IS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO 
UNDERSTAND  GOVERNORS  CONSIDERABLE  LEGAL  RESPONSIBILITIES 
AND ACT ON THEM IN A FULLY INFORMED WAY IF YOU ALSO HAVE 
A FULL TIME JOB AND CHILDREN TO BRING UP !ND WITH CHANGES 
IN  EDUCATION  LEGISLATION  OVER  THE  LAST    TO    YEARS  THE 
COMPLICATED  BRIEF  THE  CONTRADICTORY  DEMANDS  AND  THE 
BURDEN  OF  RESPONSIBILITY  PLACED  ON  GOVERNORS  HAVE  ALL 
INCREASED
3CHOOL  GOVERNING  BODIES  DATE  FROM  A  TIME  BEFORE 
COMPULSORY  EDUCATION  WHEN  CHARITIES  GUILDS  CHURCHES 
AND WEALTHY  INDIVIDUALS  SET UP SCHOOLS 4HEY USUALLY HAD 
A BOARD OF TRUSTEES OR GOVERNORS TO ENSURE THAT THE FINANCES 
WERE  IN  ORDER  AND  THAT  THE  ETHOS  OF  THE  FOUNDERS WAS  NOT 
BEING  COMPROMISED  )N  THE  S  WHEN  CHURCH  SCHOOLS 
STARTED  TO  RECEIVE  GOVERNMENT  FUNDING  THEY  HAD  TO  HAVE 
BODIES OF MANAGERS TO MONITOR HOW THE GRANT WAS SPENT
4HE SYSTEM SUCH AS IT WAS CHANGED WITH THE PROVISION 
OF  COMPULSORY  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLING  AFTER    4HE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS DID HAVE BOARDS OF MANAGERS BUT A NEW 
LAYER OF MANAGEMENT WAS ALSO INTRODUCED THE LOCAL SCHOOL 
BOARDS WHICH WERE  THE PRECURSORS OF  THE ,OCAL %DUCATION 
!UTHORITIES 7HEN ,%!S WERE ESTABLISHED IN  BOARDS 
OF  GOVERNORS  WERE  INTRODUCED  FOR  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  BUT 
THEY WERE APPOINTED EITHER BY THE ,%! OR THE CHURCH
4HATS  HOW  THINGS  STAYED  FOR  THE  NEXT    YEARS  UNTIL 
FOLLOWING  THE    4AYLOR  2EPORT  RECOMMENDATIONS  THAT 
GOVERNING  BODIES  SHOULD  BE  INDEPENDENT  OF  ,%!S  AND 
MORE  REPRESENTATIVE  OF  THE  COMMUNITY  THE    AND 
  %DUCATION !CTS  BROADENED  THEIR  REPRESENTATION  AND 
INCREASED  THEIR  POWERS  4HE    %DUCATION  2EFORM !CT 
FURTHER  UNDERMINED  THE  ROLE  OF  THE  ,%!S  BY  INTRODUCING 
,OCAL -ANAGEMENT OF 3CHOOLS ,-3	 n INDIVIDUAL SCHOOLS 
NOW HAD MUCH MORE CONTROL OVER THEIR OWN BUDGETS AND IT 
WAS  THE  RESPONSIBILITY  OF  GOVERNING  BODIES  TO  ENSURE  THAT 
THE MONEY WAS APPROPRIATELY AND LEGALLY SPENT
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7HAT  WE  HAVE  NOW  IS  NEITHER  FISH  NOR  FOWL  4HOUGH 
IT  SPOKE  THE  LANGUAGE  OF  CHOICE  THE  MOTIVATION  OF  THE 
4HATCHER 'OVERNMENT WAS TO UNDERMINE THE STRATEGIC ROLE 
OF  THE  ,%!S 4HE  RESULT  IS  THAT  SCHOOLS  HAVE  TO  COMPETE 
n  FOR  STUDENTS  FOR  MONEY  FOR  SUPPORT  FROM  PRIVATE 
BUSINESSES FOR PLACES IN THE LEAGUE TABLES !ND IF THEY LOSE 
THEY  MAY  START  ON  A  DOWNWARD  SPIRAL  FROM  WHICH  SOME 
NEVER  RECOVER  )T  IS  THE  RESPONSIBILITY  OF  LAY  GOVERNORS  TO 
AVOID  THAT  FATE  SO  ITS  LITTLE WONDER  THAT  THEIR  RELATIONSHIP 
WITH THE SCHOOLS SENIOR MANAGEMENT IS OFTEN FRAUGHT
/NE  WAY  OF  MITIGATING  THIS  CUTTHROAT  SYSTEM  IS  TO 
WORK WITH  THOSE  IN  A  SIMILAR  POSITION  IN  OTHER  SCHOOLS  IN 
THE LOCALITY 4HERE ARE NETWORKS OF HEADTEACHERS CHAIRS OF 
GOVERNORS  AND  PARENTS  ASSOCIATIONS  BUT  WHEN  THINGS  LOOK 
RISKY  GOVERNING  BODIES  OF  BIG  RELATIVELY  HIGHACHIEVING 
OVERSUBSCRIBED  SCHOOLS  LIKE  OURS  HAVE  A  VESTED  INTEREST 
IN  LOOKING  AFTER  THEMSELVES  EVEN  IF  THATS  AT  THE  EXPENSE 
OF  THE  STRUGGLING  SCHOOL  UP  THE  ROAD  )N  THE  CHAOS  EARLIER 
THIS YEAR WHEN ,%!S FOUND THAT THEY DID NOT HAVE ENOUGH 
FUNDS  TO  FINANCE  THEIR  SCHOOLS  OUR  GOVERNORS  DISCUSSED 
WHAT  WE  SHOULD  DO  7HEN  )  SUGGESTED  THAT  RATHER  THAN 
COMPETING  WITH  OTHER  LOCAL  SCHOOLS  WE  SHOULD  MEET 
WITH  THE GOVERNORS  ACROSS  THE BOROUGH  TO MOUNT  A UNITED 
CAMPAIGN  SO  THAT  THE  BIG  INFLUENTIAL  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 
DID NOT  END UP BEING  FUNDED AT  THE  EXPENSE OF  THE  SMALL 
RELATIVELY  POWERLESS  PRIMARIES  )  WAS  ROUND  ON  BY  MY 
COLLEAGUES  @)  THINK  WE  SHOULD  COMPETE  )TS  OUR  DUTY  TO 
MAKE  SURE OUR  SCHOOL  IS  ADEQUATELY  FUNDED  NOT  TO WORRY 
ABOUT OTHER SCHOOLS SAID ONE  LONGSTANDING AND GENERALLY 
THOUGHTFUL  GOVERNOR !ND  SHE WAS  CORRECT  IF  NOT MORALLY 
RIGHT
4HIS  DOESNT  APPLY  JUST  TO  FUNDING  n  THOUGH  THAT  IS 
THE  BEDROCK  OF  MANY  OF  THE  DECISIONS  GOVERNING  BODIES 
MAKE 4HE LEAGUE TABLES /FSTED INSPECTIONS PERFORMANCE 
MANAGEMENT  BUILDINGS  AND  NOW  EVEN  BEHAVIOUR 
IMPROVEMENT ALL HAVE FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS THAT DRIVE THE 
SCHOOLS DECISIONMAKING
/NE  DECISION  THAT  WOULD  HAVE  GENERATED  A  GREAT  DEAL 
OF  CONTROVERSY  IN  OUR  SCHOOL  HAD  THE  STUDENTS  STAFF  AND 
PARENTS  BEEN  GIVEN  THE  CHANCE  TO  DISCUSS  IT  WAS  THE 
PROPOSAL TO HAVE A POLICE OFFICER BASED IN THE SCHOOL 4HIS 
SUGGESTION WAS SPRUNG ON US BY THE HEAD WITH THE SUPPORT 
OF THE CHAIR OF GOVERNORS IN A FULL GOVERNING BODY MEETING 
3EVERAL GOVERNORS CHALLENGED IT AND PROPOSED THAT IT SHOULD 
BE DISCUSSED IN THE 3TUDENT 3UPPORT #OMMITTEE KNOWN IN 
MOST SCHOOLS AS THE $ISCIPLINE #OMMITTEE n A RELIC OF OUR 
LIBERAL HISTORY	 AND  THAT  THE  REST OF  THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
SHOULD  BE  CONSULTED  "UT  ALTHOUGH  PARENTS  TEACHERS  AND 
NONTEACHING  STAFF  ARE  @REPRESENTED  ON  GOVERNING  BODIES 
THEY NEITHER REPRESENT THEIR CONSTITUENCIES NOR HAVE A RIGHT 
DUTY OR  ANY MECHANISM  FOR  CONSULTING  THEM !ND EVEN  IF 
THEY INVENT A MECHANISM THE GOVERNING BODY AND THE HEAD 
ARE ENTITLED TO IGNORE THEM
)N THIS CASE THE HEAD AND CHAIR OF GOVERNORS WARNED US 
THAT THERE WAS MONEY ATTACHED TO THE PROPOSED ARRANGEMENT 
THAT  CAME  FROM  THE  "EHAVIOUR  )MPROVEMENT  'RANT  @POT 
)F WE DIDNT  TAKE  IT  NOW WE WOULD  PROBABLY  LOSE  IT 4HE 
GOVERNORS  FELL  FOR  IT WITHOUT  ANY  DEBATE  ABOUT WHAT  ROLE 
A  POLICE  OFFICER  MIGHT  HAVE  IN  IMPROVING  BEHAVIOUR  IN  A 
SCHOOL WHAT  INFORMATION  HE  OR  SHE MIGHT  HAVE  ACCESS  TO 
ABOUT  THE  STUDENTS  WHETHER  HE  OR  SHE  WOULD  BE  SUBJECT 
TO  SCHOOL  POLICIES  OR  POLICE  FORCE  POLICIES  AND  OTHER 
PROFOUNDLY DIFFICULT ISSUES THE 0# WAS INSTALLED
/N ANOTHER OCCASION  THE NEW HEAD WITH  THE BLESSING 
OF  THE  CHAIR  OF  GOVERNORS  TOOK  A  DECISION  THAT  STARTING 
THIS  TERM  TWO  OF  THE  9EAR    TUTOR  GROUPS  IN  THIS  MIXED 
COMPREHENSIVE WILL BE FOR BOYS ONLY IN AN ATTEMPT TO KEEP 
THE PROPORTION OF GIRLS ABOVE A @CRITICAL  LEVEL  IN  THE OTHER 
TUTOR GROUPS 4HIS IS ONE ASPECT OF A MUCH BIGGER AND VERY 
LONGSTANDING DEBATE ABOUT HOW  TO  TACKLE  THE  SITUATIONS OF 
BOYS AND GIRLS IN THE SCHOOL AND HOW TO MAINTAIN A GENDER 
BALANCE WHEN A HIGH PROPORTION OF GIRLS FROM LOCAL PRIMARY 
SCHOOLS  OPT  TO  GO  TO  THE  TWO  EXCELLENT  GIRLS  SCHOOLS 
NEARBY  AND WHAT  THE  IMPACT  OF  A  GENDER  IMBALANCE  IS  ON 
BOTH  THE  EXPERIENCE  OF  THE  STUDENTS  AND  THEIR  ACADEMIC 
ACHIEVEMENT
4HE PARENTS WERE UP IN ARMS 4HEY KNOW THAT THIS IS A 
SUBTLE  AND  COMPLEX  DISCUSSION  WHICH  PROFOUNDLY  AFFECTS 
THE  ETHOS  AND  ATMOSPHERE  OF  THE  SCHOOL  AND  HOW  THEIR 
CHILDREN  FEEL  ABOUT  IT  'OVERNORS WHO  HAD  DISCUSSED  AND 
REJECTED THIS VERY DECISION TWO YEARS EARLIER WERE FRUSTRATED 
AND  ANGRY  .ONE  OF  THIS  WAS  TAKEN  INTO  ACCOUNT  BY  THE 
HEAD 7HEN HE PRESENTED  IT  TO  THE GOVERNORS n AGAIN  IN A 
FULL GOVERNING BODY  A MATTER OF WEEKS BEFORE  THE END OF 
THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  n  HE  JUSTIFIED  BOTH  THE  DECISION  AND  THE 
WAY IT HAD BEEN TAKEN BY ARGUING THAT IT WAS A MANAGEMENT 
ISSUE NOT A GOVERNANCE ISSUE
7HICH IS IT 3OME OF US WERE CONVINCED ONE WAY SOME 
THE  OTHER 7HAT  )  LEARNT  THOUGH  WAS  NOT  WHERE  THE  LINE 
BETWEEN MANAGERS AND GOVERNORS IS DRAWN BUT THAT THE WAY 
THE SYSTEM IS SET UP BOTH MANAGERS AND GOVERNORS NEED TO 
BE VERY STRONG AND VERY INDEPENDENT IF THEY ARE TO PUT REAL 
EDUCATION AND THE WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE STUDENTS 
AHEAD OF @MEASURABLE OUTCOMES n RESULTS AND  THE MONEY 
THAT FOLLOWS THEM
'OVERNOR,INE WWWGOVERNORLINEINFO
4EL   
! FREE PROFESSIONAL HELPLINE OFFERING EMAIL AND TELEPHONE 
SUPPORT TO SCHOOL GOVERNORS CLERKS AND INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED 
DIRECTLY IN SCHOOL GOVERNANCE IN %NGLAND
'OVERNOR.ET WWWGOVERNORNETCOUK
! BIG WEBSITE WITH INFORMATION DISCUSSION BOARD AND LINKS ON ALL 
ASPECTS OF SCHOOL GOVERNANCE 
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2EVIEW !RTICLE
3TEVE AND -E MY FRIENDSHIP WITH 3TEPHEN ,AWRENCE 
AND THE SEARCH FOR JUSTICE
$57!9.% "2//+3 WITH  
3)-/. (!44%.34/.% 
,ONDON !BACUS a  PP )3".    
$UWAYNE "ROOKS THE TEENAGE COMPANION AND CLOSE FRIEND 
OF THE LATE 3TEPHEN ,AWRENCE SURVIVED THE RACIST ATTACK ON 
THE TWO BLACK TEENAGERS ON THE STREETS OF %LTHAM IN SOUTH
EAST ,ONDON IN !PRIL 
4WENTIETH CENTURY AND NOW TWENTYFIRST CENTURY WRITING 
IS  PEPPERED WITH  NARRATIVES  OF  RACIST  VIOLENCE  FROM MANY 
PARTS OF THE WORLD "UT IT IS UNLIKELY THAT YOU WILL READ AN 
ACCOUNT MORE  VISCERAL  AND  SHOCKING  OF  SUCH  AN  EVENT  AS 
THE DESCRIPTION OF 3TEPHENS DEATH IN 7ELL (ALL 2OAD 3% 
SET DOWN IN #HAPTER  @4HE !TTACK OF 3TEVE AND -E !S A 
NARRATIVE  IT  COMPELS  AND  SHOCKS WITH  AN HORRIFIC  SENSE OF 
DIRECT  WITNESS  INEVITABILITY  AND  RECOURSE  TO  DETAIL  DOWN 
TO  THE  GINGER  BEER  CAN  THAT  FELL  FROM  THE  POCKET  OF  THE 
MURDERED YOUTH AS HIS BODY WAS CARRIED TO THE AMBULANCE 
4HIS  CHAPTER  SHOULD  BE  READ  BY  "RITISH  YOUNG  PEOPLE  IN 
CLASSROOMS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY AS PART OF A PROVOCATION 
TO DISCUSSION AROUND A PIVOTAL CASE WHICH CREATED A SEISMIC 
NATIONAL  REACTION  TO  ISSUES  OF  RACISM  AND  RACIST  VIOLENCE 
TOGETHER WITH  RELATED  POLICE  INACTIVITY  AND  INCOMPETENCE 
JUDICIAL  BLINDNESS  AND  THE  FINAL  GRUDGING  ACCEPTANCE 
THROUGH  THE -C0HERSON 2EPORT  OF  INSTITUTIONAL  RACISM  AT 
THE HEART OF THE "RITISH POLICING AND JUDICIARY SYSTEMS
.OT THAT 3TEVE AND -E IS A SIMPLE COMMENTARY ON THESE 
ISSUES ALONE FOR IT IS CHARACTERISED BY THE PROTAGONISTS LIFE 
EXPERIENCES  AND  BY  WHAT  IS  OFTEN  A  BILEFUL  NARRATION  BY 
$UWAYNE "ROOKS  HIMSELF  &OR  THE  ACCOUNT  HAS  A  NUMBER 
OF  STRANDS 4HERE  IS  THE  STORY  OF  A  YOUNG BLACK BOY  FROM 
SOUTHEAST ,ONDON AND HIS ENCOUNTERS WITH VARIOUS SOCIAL 
POWERS  FROM  THE  EDUCATION  SYSTEM  TO  THE  POLICE  THE 
COURTS  AND  THE  PRISON  SYSTEM  4HERE  IS  THE  THREAD  OF  HIS 
RELATIONSHIP  WITH  3TEPHEN  AND  HIS  FAMILY  #LOSE  TO  HIS 
FRIEND  HE  IS  APPARENTLY  REJECTED  BY  HIS  FRIENDS  FAMILY 
AS  A  BAD  INFLUENCE  AND  @RAGAMUFFIN  AND  THE  CAUSE  OF 
3TEPHENS  MIXING  IN  BAD  COMPANY  AND  POLLUTION  BY  BAD 
HABITS ! FAMILIAR STORY PERHAPS BUT  RARELY  TOLD WITH SUCH 
TERRIFYING CONSEQUENCES !ND "ROOKS CONFESSES THAT MUCH 
OF  HIS  STORY  IS  PROVOKED  BY  THE  @ANGER  AND  MADNESS  HE 
FELT  AS  A  RESULT  OF  THIS  REJECTION !S  HE  PUTS  IT  @4HE WAY 
THE ,AWRENCES TALKED ABOUT ME WAS SO PAINFUL !FTER ALL ) 
HADNT WANTED TO BE THERE THAT NIGHT ) HAVE TO LIVE WITH THAT 
MEMORY P 	
4HE INFERNAL @ SECONDS DESCRIBED IN THE THIRD CHAPTER 
REDREW THE COURSES OF MANY LIVES WITH $UWAYNE "ROOKSS 
LIFE AT THEIR CENTRE &OR AFTER 3TEPHENS DEATH THERE WAS ONLY 
THE ALLCONSUMING RELATIONSHIP THAT WAS FORCED UPON HIM BY 
THE -ETROPOLITAN 0OLICE AND THE ,ONDON COURTS (IS STORY IS 
OF BEING MISTREATED AS A CENTRAL WITNESS TARGETED AS A RESULT 
OF  HIS  PROTESTS  HARASSED  AND  VICTIMISED  THEN WRONGFULLY 
ACCUSED  AND  REMANDED  ON  A  CHARGE  OF  ATTEMPTED  RAPE 
WHICH PROVED IMPOSSIBLE TO SUSTAIN "UT FINALLY VINDICATED 
NOT ONLY BY THE OUTRAGEOUS FAILURE OF THE FALSE CHARGES BUT 
THROUGH  THE  JUDGEMENTS  AND  THE  UNEQUIVOCAL  TEXT  OF  THE 
-C0HERSON 2EPORT  THAT  HE  @WAS  A  PRIMARY  VICTIM  OF  THE 
RACIST ATTACK (E IS ALSO THE VICTIM OF ALL THAT HAS FOLLOWED 
INCLUDING  THE  CONDUCT  OF  THE  CASE  AND  THE  TREATMENT  OF 
HIMSELF AS A WITNESS AND NOT AS A VICTIM
4HERE IS MUCH IN 3TEVE AND -E WELL BEYOND "ROOKSS 
STORY  OF  RACISM  VIOLENCE  AND  POLICE  INEPTITUDE  AND  SPITE 
THAT  PROVOKES  DISCOMFORT  AND  A  PREVAILING  SENSE  OF  PAIN 
@!LTHOUGH MY STORY IS NOT A TYPICAL ONE HE WRITES @) FEEL 
THAT  IN MANY WAYS MY  LIFE  HAS  BEEN  THE  TYPICAL  LIFE  OF  A 
BLACK KID WHO GROWS INTO A YOUNG MAN AND DISCOVERS THAT 
RACISM  IS  EVERYWHERE  ON  THE  STREETS  IN  THE  WORK  PLACE 
IN  POLITICS  IN  THE  MEDIA  AND  IN  THE  JUSTICE  SYSTEM  P 
	  "UT  WHAT  CREATES  MOST  ANGUISH  IN  HIS  STORY  IS  THE 
SENSE OF ISOLATION THAT PERMEATES IT "ROOKSS STORY IS OF A 
VICTIM ALREADY BRUTALLY ISOLATED WHO IS PROJECTED INTO EVEN 
GREATER ALONENESS BY HIS STRUGGLE FOR JUSTICE AND WHO FEELS 
MARGINALISED  TO AN EVEN MORE  INTENSE  LEVEL DURING A  TIME 
WHEN HE HAS NEEDED SOLIDARITY AND UNION
)RONICALLY IT IS DURING A TRIP TO "ELFAST TO ADDRESS PUBLIC 
MEETINGS  ABOUT  3TEPHENS  DEATH  AND  HIS  OWN  INDIVIDUAL 
STRUGGLE WHERE  HE  EXPERIENCES  AND  REALISES  THAT  ESSENTIAL 
SENSE  OF  @COMBINATION  FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  )T  BECOMES  A 
CRUCIAL  AND  PROFOUNDLY  FORMATIVE  JOURNEY  FOR  HIM  4HUS 
IN HIS FINAL CHAPTER WHICH HE CALLS @2ECLAIMING MY ,IFE 
HE  CAN  LINKUP  HIS  OWN  RESISTANCE  TO  THAT  SURROUNDING 
THE DEATHS OF  OTHER  BLACK MEN  AND WOMEN  LIKE DEATHIN
CUSTODY VICTIMS 3HIJI ,APITE "RIAN $OUGLAS AND )BRAHIMA 
3EY  VICTIMS  OF  RACIST MURDER  ON  THE  STREETS  LIKE -ICHAEL 
-ENSON OR THE TRIBULATIONS OF BLACK POLICE OFFICERS FACING 
RACISM  LIKE  -ETROPOLITAN  0OLICE  OFFICER  'URPAL  6IRDI !T 
LAST HE  CAN PUT  ASIDE  INDIVIDUALISM HIS  STRUGGLE BECOMES 
A COMMON ONE
)N HIS FINAL TWO PARAGRAPHS "ROOKS REMINDS US OF HOW A 
POLICE OFFICER WAS DISMISSED FROM HIS FORCE FOR BEING CRUEL 
TO A DOG WHILE EVEN WITH THE FLOW OF 3TEPHEN ,AWRENCES 
BLOOD AND IN  THE WAKE OF -C0HERSON  THERE HAVE BEEN NO 
SIMILAR DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS WITHIN THE -ET @%VEN IN  
HE CONCLUDES @ITS EASIER FOR A DEAD DOG TO RECEIVE JUSTICE 
THAN IT IS FOR A DEAD BLACK MAN P 	 !S A READER YOU 
CAN ONLY FIND YOURSELF NODDING YOUR HEAD
#HRIS 3EARLE
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